[image: ]Tree Professionals:
Whose skills are right for your situation?
The number of professions that provide information and services related to trees can be daunting for the typical homeowner.  This handout is intended to assist you in finding the right expert for your situation.  This list includes the names of a variety of professions that a homeowner may encounter when looking for advice on managing trees.
Arborist
An arborist is experienced in the cultivation, management, and study of individual trees. Arborists generally focus on the health and safety of individual plants and trees, rather than managing forests.  Their work can include planting, pruning, providing structural support, preventing or diagnosing and treating diseases or parasites, installing lightning protection, and removing vegetation deemed hazardous.  All arborists do not perform the same types of work: they may also plan, consult, write reports, and give legal testimony. Some provide consulting services; others may focus on climbing, pruning and planting; while others may provide a combination of all of these services and more.  The best arborists will demonstrate their experience and professionalism by becoming certified, and may add additional specialty qualifications to indicate additional expertise. Certified Arborists must receive continuing education and training in order to maintain their certification.
Forester
A forester focuses on managing forest stands.  Foresters work with timber landowners both large and small to maximize yield for the best income.  Foresters often have training in hydrology and wildlife management which allows them to manage forests for additional benefits, but also help land owners comply with environmental regulations.  Foresters often coordinate and plan timber sales and forest restoration plans.   There is a professional certification for foresters which requires continuing education and training in order to maintain certification.
Landscape Designer 
Landscape designers have knowledge of a variety of plants, irrigation systems, soil and climate requirements, and changing trends in gardening.  Designers have the expertise to provide design sketches, plant lists and maintenance instructions, and may supervise the complete installation of a design.  Landscape designers are not required to have formal education or professional certification.
Logger or Lumber Harvester
The role of logging companies and loggers is usually limited to the harvest of trees, although many loggers successfully transition to working with urban trees.  Their services are often arranged by other professionals such as foresters and timber companies.  Several Western states have a logger safety certification that helps prevent accidents in this dangerous profession, which requires continuing education and training in order to maintain certification.

Nursery Owner or Manager
Nurseries may be wholesale or retail; and the functions of the manager may vary depending on which type of nursery they work for. The role of the wholesale nursery manager is to propagate, care for, properly train and sell excellent quality trees that conform to the standards promulgated by the American National Standards Institute (ANSI).  Retail nursery managers must maintain plant materials in good condition and may offer guidance to consumers on the appropriateness of certain tree types for specific applications.
Master Gardener
A Master Gardener is a volunteer community educator trained in gardening and environmental stewardship by Washington State University’s Extension Service. In exchange for 60 to 80 hours of in-depth training, Master Gardeners provide 60 hours of assistance to the public through a wide range of venues, including clinics, farmers’ markets and retail plant nurseries.  Master Gardeners teach local community members how to manage their gardens and landscapes in a science-based, sustainable manner; address environmental and social priorities such as water conservation and water quality protection; reduce the impact of invasive species; and increase public awareness of healthy living through gardening.  Master Gardeners are certified and must maintain certification through continuing education.
Tree Service
A tree service businesses provide routine or specialized care, maintenance, evaluation, assessment, and recommendations for trees. Services may include pruning, dead branch removal and structural pruning as well as tree health services such as fertilization and insecticide application.  Tree removal, tree planting, tunneling and tree protection techniques recommendations may also be provided by tree service firms.  A reputable tree service should employ Certified Arborists and licensed pesticide applicators. Tree service firms must be licensed, insured and bonded to operate legally in most jurisdictions.
Urban Forester
An urban forester, occasionally also referred to as a municipal arborist, is tasked with protecting and enhancing the trees and forests within a jurisdiction for the benefit of the community and the natural environment. Urban foresters incorporate management and operations technologies to improve and sustain natural resources in the community. They are often Certified Arborists with a further certification as a Municipal Specialist, both of which require continuing education and training in order to maintain certification
Horticulturist
Horticulturists apply their training, knowledge, skills, and technologies to plant propagation and cultivation with the aim of improving plant growth, yields, quality, nutritional value, and resistance to insects, diseases, and environmental stresses. Horticulturists may be highly trained and may have industry certification through the National Landscape Professional Association. 
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Specialties
The following professionals have advanced degrees and may be more appropriate for commercial concerns or unusual situations.
SILVICULTURISt
Silviculturists specialize in managing forests for timber production.  Silviculturists look at larger stands of trees and determine the volume for commercial output taking into account the factors of disease, soil, water, climate and different species.  They determine what forest species to grow, selecting optimal locations, growth timelines and when to harvest the stand.  A silviculturist can be professionally certified, which requires continuing education and training in order to maintain certification.
Forest Pathologist
A forest pathologist specializes in diagnosing disease and pests in trees and recommending treatment to improve tree health.  Pathologists work to isolate the causes, and prevent the spread, of tree diseases, as well as find cures for pests and diseases that threaten both urban and wildland forests.
Landscape Architect
[image: ]Landscape architecture is a profession that requires an advanced degree and licensing which requires continuing education and training in order to maintain certification.  Landscape architects study the use of space, design, construction, grading, drainage, and plant materials.  They are skilled in assisting clients to use space and materials that define that space to enhance outdoor living spaces and surroundings.  

This publication has been prepared and provided by the Key Peninsula-Gig Harbor-Islands Watershed Council.  If you have any questions, please contact the watershed council staff at Pierce County Surface Water Management by calling (253) 798-6156. 
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