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Central Cascades Watersheds Restoration Program

Our Mission:
Protect, Connect, Restore

Protecting wildlands
and core habitat

Connecting habitat to
facilitate wildlife
movement across the
landscape
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Restoring wildlife and
habitat

(1 APTOWS imctcate Broed pet-
| e of wikdithe movermeed in
J  the Ceicades n eigiion io the
program foous aves

Publc and Protect of Lands
Natonsl Wiktermess Area
Ntons Pak
Nationsl Forsat
Siate Lead
Pewats Cormervation Lard
Lokes

Pwery grc Stresru

Higtraays




Central Cascades Watershed Restoration Program

1 South Fork
Snoguaimie River
Cedar River
Upper Gresn River
Upper White River
Kachess River
Yakire River

Cie Elum River

9 Littie Naches River

Public and Protecled Lands
NaSionsl Widemess Area
Nafional Park
Nafional Forest
State Land
Privade Conservation Land
Lakes
Rivers and Streams

Hgtrays
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Northwest

Program goals:

- Improve watershed function and
wildlife habitat

Where we work:

- public lands north and south of

Interstate 90

between Mount Rainier National
Park and the Alpine Lakes
Wilderness

Our approach:

- build partnerships with land
managers

- engage in the policy
on the ground restoration efforts

- community outreach



Upper Green and White River Watersheds

The Green/Duwamish River
= Watershed

WRIA 10
Puyallup - White
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~ WRIA 10 Boundary
~ Watershed Boundary
River
Major Stream
Major Road
Incorporated Area
0 Muckleshoot Indian Reservation
Federally Owned Land
State Land
National Park

Land Management

Policy

- Federal NEPA process

- Environmental
Assessment

Public Engagement

- Community
engagement

- User behavior and
impacts

- Creating meaningful
partnerships

Habitat Restoration
- Repair of badly
degraded areas
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Challenges in the headwaters:

-checkerboard landscape

- history of over logging, poor stand
health

Recreational challenges

shooting

4 wheeling
dispersed camping
user created trails

Impaired watershed functions
High road density

Culverts

Barriers to aquatic organisms




Forest Service and Partners
Seek Improvements

National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)

Greenwater Access and Travel Management Plan
2017 NEPA Decision
67,667 acre project

Snoguera Landscape Analysis
May, 2019 Draft Decision

project area boundary 191,215 acres,
115,597 acres on National Forest
System lands

Next steps are implementation

e

United States Department of Agriculturs
Forast Sarvica

Snoquera Landscape Analysis
Draft Environmental Assessment

Snogualmis Ranger District, Mt Baksr-Snogualmis Natlonal Forest, King and Plerce Counties, WA
Decamber 2018
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— United Statec Department of Agrioulture

Greenwater Access and Travel
Management Project

Environmental Assessment

@ Mt. Baker-2noquaimie Snoquaimie November
Forect Service National Forect Ranger Dictriot 2018



NEPA process

208 [{olee)ollgjenesi . ® Inform public and agencies of intent to
conduct project

e Conduct public and agency meetings
e Collect comments

issues and
alternatives

e Analyze comments

e Develop and evaluate alternatives

e Collect data

e Analyze impacts

e Prepare Environmental Assessment (EA)

e Inform public (30 day comment period)
e Conduct public hearing
e Collect comments

Address comments

'd?.”t'fy measure to Draft Decisig
mitigate impacts

Prepare input synopsis
Recommend action



Impaired Watershed Function —

Restoration will contribute directly to the
conservation of at-risk anadromous salmonids, bull
trout and resident fish species
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Snoquera Draft Decision

* increase treatments to improve
watershed function and wildlife
security habitat

* in stream wood

* Improved Aquatic Organism
passageways

* aclear authority to address the
unauthorized roads in the project
area

* a commitment to subsequent all-
land owner effort to address
roads in the Upper Green




Impacts to wildlife

High road densities are often
associated with a reduction of wildlife

use or other negative effects on
wildlife.



Eha(ljlenges to our National Forest R6, Road Funding and Mileage Trends
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- Legacy Roads and Trails
- Other Funding?
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Legacy Roads and Trails Funding
(FY 2008-2018)
Nationally ($510M) and Washington State ($33M)*
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Dollars (millions)

2010 2011 2012 2013
Fiscal Year

2008 2009

*In FY18, LRT funding was merged with the agency’s general road maintenance budget but with report language directing S40M to

LRT projects.




The road problem trifecta
* No money: road maintenance budget dropped 82% since 1990

* Water quality impacts: 78% of watersheds in WA are harmed by roads and trails
* Fish barriers: 994 barriers to fish passage in WA’s national forests

USFS OR & WA Road Maintenance Funding
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Condition of National Forest Watersheds in WA: Road/Trails Indicator
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2,903,950 ¥ Poor
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6,636,442

4,585,616
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Impaired Watershed Function —
unauthorized routes

- approximately 37.5 miles of
unclassified non-system routes were
mapped using LiDAR




Conservation Northwest - 2019 Restoration Overview

Mt. Baker Snoqualmie National Forest — Greenwater Area
Restoration efforts - user created trails and resource damage
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7080 amaged meadow 2018 — post restoration - 2019
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Partners are stepping up
Washington Trails Association

Backcountry Horsemen — Tahoma
Chapter

Pacific Northwest Four Wheel Drive
Association

Pacific Crest Trail Association




Community Engagement

- Signage and buy in from the 4 wheel
community

- Collaboration with other groups
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Pacific NW 4 Wheel Drive Association — Government Meadows area

Motorized Vehicle Signage efforts
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Field Tours, building partnerships

Invite funders and legislative
representatives

Collaboration with other stakeholders



The Green/Duwamish River
Watershed

Duwamish Estuary
Subwatershed
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Pt'lget Sound Drainages
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Potential for Diverse Community Engagement

- Urban communities in Seattle, Puyallup, Tacoma, Enumclaw
- Outreach to user groups

- Create ‘All Lands’ Planning Table for the upper Green
Watershed

TACOMA PUBLIC UTILITIES TACOMA POWER CLi
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the PUYALLUP TRIBE of INDIANS

Home > Water Source = Green River Watershed

GREEN RIVER WATERSHED

The Green River begins in the Cascade Mountains near Stampede Pass and serves as
Tacoma Water's primary water supply.

DUWAMISH

COALITION

HOME GOVERNMENT !

CLEANUP
COALITION

Culture & Wildlife



Thank you!!

Questions?

Contact Information
Laurel Baum

lbaum@conservationnw.org
Cell 206.724.8114
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