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1.0 | INTRODUCTION: 2020 SWMP PLAN (S5.A.1)

Pierce County’s 2020 Stormwater Management Program Plan (2020 SWMP Plan) complies with the 
2019 Phase I Municipal Stormwater National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) and State 
Discharge General Permit (Permit) Pierce County permit #WAR044002.

The 2020 SWMP Plan describes Pierce County’s programs that support compliance with our Permit and 
planned Permit activities for the upcoming calendar year. These efforts protect water quality and satisfy 
the applicable requirements of the Clean Water Act and State Water Pollution Control Act. This document 
also provides a brief description of Permit-required efforts undertaken in 2019.

The Permit initially expired on July 31, 2018 and was extended by Ecology for one year. The current 
Permit was reissued on July 1, 2019 and became effective on August 1, 2019.

During 2020, SWM will work with our new communications team on the SWM Department's website to 
make it easier for citizens to comment on the SWMP and get help for stormwater and water quality 
concerns.

1.1  Background
NPDES (Section 402 of the federal Clean Water Act) is a federal program that requires the issuance of 
permits for the discharge of pollutants into the nation’s water ways. USEPA delegates the administration 
of this permit to the state agency (Ecology). Additionally, under Washington State Water Pollution Control 
Act (Chapter 90.48 RCW), Ecology has authority to issue “State Waste Discharge Permits.”

Ecology combines both federal NPDES and State Waste Discharge requirements into a single permit. The 
State Permit covers discharges from municipal separate storm sewer systems (MS4) that Pierce County 
owns and operates. It also requires the use of stormwater best management practices (BMPs) to reduce 
the discharge of pollutants to the maximum extent practicable. 

The Phase I MS4 permit (Permit) is a General Permit that Ecology issues to jurisdictions including Pierce 
County Snohomish, King and Clark counties, and the cities of Tacoma and Seattle. The Permit has an 
effective date of August 1, 2019. 

1.2 County Coordination and Responsibilities

Pierce County has the following responsibilities under the Permit:  
1. As the local land use authority for the unincorporated area, the County must have appropriate

codes, regulations, enforcement, and education capacity to reduce water-polluting practices
and to increase or promote practices that protect water quality.

2. As a landowner and property manager, the County must ensure that its own practices meet
regulatory standards.

3. As a regional government, the County coordinates between various departments within
the County, and other permittees, to achieve compliance with permit requirements.

4. On an annual basis, the County pays into a statewide monitoring program, or may elect to
conduct monitoring within its jurisdictional boundaries.
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Pierce County’s Planning and Public Works (PPW) Department, Surface Water Management Division (SWM) 
coordinates the annual development of this SWMP Plan as well as annual reporting required by the permit. 
SWM works with other departments to implement permit compliance activities including maintenance and 
source control inspections, structural stormwater control, response to illicit discharges monitoring, training 
and public education elements of the Permit. 

All Departments and Divisions in the County that own property, store materials or vehicles, conduct pollution 
generating activities or are in a position in the field to observe any of these activities have responsibilities 
under the Permit.  

Development Sections of the County’s Planning and Public Works Department is responsible for the 
proper application of stormwater requirements for new development and re-development through site 
design, permitting, and inspections. Requirements can be found in the Stormwater Management and Site 
Development Manual and related County codes.  Other Pierce County departments and divisions also have 
a significant role in the implementation of the SWMP Plan through managing properties, facilities, and 
programs covered under the Permit. These departments and divisions include: Facilities Management 
Department, Parks and Recreation Department, and Sustainable Resources Division (solid waste services). 
The Permit requires County-owned facility Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plans to be prepared where 
necessary. 

During 2020, SWM staff will continue to coordinate with these departments to ensure their staff are aware of 
requirements under the permit and identify staff responsible for implementing requirements of the permit.

1.3 SWMP Plan Components
Organization of the SWMP Plan follows the established format of the NPDES Phase I MS4 Permit:

• Legal Authority (S5.C.1)

• MS4 Mapping and Documentation (S5.C.2)

• Coordination (S5.C.3)

• Public Involvement and Participation (S5.C.4)

• Control of Runoff from New Development, Redevelopment and Construction Sites (S5.C.5)

• Stormwater Planning (S5.C.6)

• Structural Stormwater Controls (S5.C.7)

• Source Control Program for Existing Development (S5.C.8)

• Illicit Connections and Illicit Discharges Detection and Elimination (S5.C.9)

• Operation and Maintenance Program (S5.C.10)

• Education and Outreach Program (S5.C.11)

• Compliance with Total Maximum Daily Load Requirements (S7)

• Monitoring and Assessment (S8)
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2.0 LEGAL AUTHORITY (S5.C.1)

2.1 Summary of Permit Requirements

Minimum performance measures to demonstrate control of discharges into and out of the MS4 include 
a combination of codes, regulations, statutes, ordinances, permits, contracts, orders, inter-agency 
agreements, or similar means. These measures authorize or enable the County, at a minimum, to 
authorize the following:

• Prohibit through ordinance, order, or similar means, illicit discharges to the MS4 owned
or operated by the permittee.

• Control through ordinance, order, or similar means, the discharge of spills and disposal
of materials other than stormwater into the MS4s owned or operated by the permittee.

• Control through inter-agency agreements among co-applicants, the contribution of pollutants
from one portion of theMS4 to another portion of the MS4

• Require compliance with conditions in ordinances, permits, contracts, or orders; and, within
the limitations of state law, carry out all inspection, surveillance, and monitoring procedures
necessary to determine compliance and noncompliance with permit conditions, including
the prohibition on illicit discharges to the MS4 and compliance with local ordinances.

2.2 Permit Compliance Actions and Activities

Pierce County has established the following to comply with the Legal Authority section of the Permit:

√ Codes and regulations to control discharges into and out of the MS4 (S5.C.1.a. and b.)

Legal authority enabling the County to control discharges to and from the MS4 is established
by the following:

• Pierce County Code: Illicit Stormwater Discharges (PCC 11.05) (Appendix A)

›› Provides minimum requirements for reducing and controlling the discharge of pollutants
   to stormwater conveyance systems owned and maintained by Pierce County.

• Pierce County Stormwater Management and Site Development Manual” (PCSWMSDM),
(Ordinance No. 2015-48s). (Appendix B)

›› Provides requirements on how to control the quantity and quality of stormwater runoff.

›› Executive Order Concerning Effective Stormwater Management, Pierce, County 
   Washington (EO 2017-01). (Appendix C)

›› Allows County Departments to fully implement all applicable provisions of the Permit. 
›› Coordinate, track, and report specific Permit actions. 

›› Protect surface and groundwater resources by reducing polluted runoff from County

   drainage systems, facilities, and properties.

The County will continue to utilize these documents during 2020 to manage and  
control discharges to and from the MS-4.  Pierce County reviews the documents 
listed above in accordance with Permit requirements, and updates as needed.
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3.0 MS4 MAPPING AND DOCUMENTATION (S5.C.2)

3.1 Summary of Permit Requirements

MS4 mapping data is a tool for stormwater protection and enhancement planning during economic 
development, inter-jurisdictional communication, internal County decision-making, and public education. 
The MS4 Mapping and Documentation section of the Permit helps Pierce County manage resources, 
during development planning and is available for tracing stormwater pollution sources. The minimum 
performance measures of this program include: 

ONGOING MAPPING DATA FOR FEATURES SUCH AS: 

• Known MS4 outfalls and discharge points

• Receiving waters, other than ground water

• Stormwater treatment and flow control BMPs/facilities owned or operated by the county

• Geographic areas served by the County’s MS4 that do not discharge stormwater to surface water

• Tributary conveyances to all known outfalls and discharge points with a 24-inch nominal
diameter or larger.

• Connections between the MS4 owned or operated by the Permittee and other municipalities
or other public entities

• Existing, known connections greater than or equal to 8 inches in nominal diameter to
tributary conveyances

NEW MAPPING DATA FOR FEATURES INCLUDING:

• Collect size and material for all known MS4 outfalls and update records (begin no later
than January 1, 2020)

• Complete mapping of all known connections from the MS-4 to privately-owned stormwater
systems (by August 1, 2023)

• Complete mapping tributary conveyances for 50% of the areas outside the previously
mapped urban/higher density rural sub-basins

• Mapping shall be in an electronic format with fully described mapping standards

• The County shall make available, to the extent appropriate and consistent with national
security laws and directives, available maps depicting information to Ecology, federally
recognized Indian Tribes, municipalities and other permittees

Page Intentionally Left Blank
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3.2 PERMIT COMPLIANCE ACTIONS AND ACTIVITIES

Pierce County has established the following components in compliance with the MS4 Mapping
and Documentation section of the Permit:

√ Ongoing and new efforts to map required features (S5.C.2 a and b)

The County continues to implement a comprehensive program to map the MS4, including newly found 
or constructed MS4 features.  

Drainage features are collected in the field by trained staff using Geographic Positioning System (GPS) 
collections system, which includes a drainage dictionary to ensure consistency. The drainage dictionary 
was updated during the previous permit cycle to match definitions in the permit.

Pierce County collects size and material for all known MS4 outfalls during field screenings during 2019.  
This information will continue to be collected during 2020 and these records are being updated in EAM.

During routine field screenings and inspections beginning in 2020, the County will be collecting data 
and mapping all known connections from the MS4 to privately-owned stormwater systems.  

This information will be submitted to Ecology no later than August 1, 2023.  

Pierce County GIS data is available publicly via the Internet through the following link: 

https://gisdata-piercecowa.opendata.arcgis.com/

Page Intentionally Left Blank
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4.0 COORDINATION (S5.C.3)
4.1 Summary of Permit Requirements
In order to eliminate barriers to compliance with the terms of this Permit, the County is required to 
implement internal coordination of municipal stormwater activities among County departments, and 
external coordination with outside agencies. Minimum performance measures include: 

• Update or Implement a written intra-governmental (internal) coordination agreement
or Executive Directive to facilitate compliance with the terms of the permit.

• Coordination mechanisms among entities covered under and MS-4 NPDES permit to encourage
coordinated stormwater-related policies, programs and projects within adjoining or shared
areas including:

» Clarifying roles and responsibilities for the control of pollutants between physically
interconnected MS4s covered by a municipal stormwater permit.

» Coordinating stormwater management activities for shared water bodies, or watersheds
among permittees to avoid conflicting plans, policies, and regulations.

4.2 Permit Compliance Actions and Activities
Pierce County has established the following components to comply with the Coordination section 
of the Permit:

√ Implementing a written intra-governmental (internal) coordination agreement (S5.C.3.a)

Executive Order 2017-01 (Appendix C) clarifies SWM as the policy and administrative lead for 
implementation of the Permit.  Under this Order, SWM coordinates and conducts inspections of 
County-owned facilities, permit-required staff trainings, and prepares periodic department-level director 
briefings regarding compliance activities. This order directs all Departments to understand and comply 
with permit requirements.  SWM staff provide technical assistance to County Departments and staff 
requesting compliance assistance.

√ Coordination of mechanisms and clarification of roles and responsibilities for the control
 of pollutants between physically interconnected MS4s (S5.C.3.b.i and ii)

The County has established ongoing relationships with other Permittees to clarify roles and 
responsibilities.

Pierce County implements coordination with jurisdictions having physically interconnected MS4s. 

Coordination work occurs through the County’s participation in many different regional forums including: 

• Phase I Permit Group meetings

• South Sound NPDES Stormwater Permit Coordinators’ Committee

• Stormwater Outreach for Regional Municipalities (STORM)

• Regional Operations and Maintenance Program

• Stormwater Action Monitoring Stormwater Work Group (SAM)

• Puget Sound Ecosystem Monitoring Program Freshwater Workgroup
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(4.2 Continued)

Additionally, the County coordinates pollution control activities with other entities (including Ecology, Tacoma-
Pierce County Health Department, Pierce Conservation District, City of Tacoma and Pierce County Code 
Compliance) as needed. 

The county has set up a workgroup consisting of representatives from SWM and M&O to discuss permit 
compliance and coordination.  Meetings are held on a quarterly basis.  

√ Coordination of stormwater management activities for shared water bodies (S5.C.3.b.ii)

In an effort to coordinate stormwater management activities within shared water bodies, the County provides 
staff and financial support to the following watershed councils:

• Puyallup River Watershed Council

• Chambers-Clover Watershed Council

Key Peninsula/Gig Harbor/Islands (KGI) Watershed Council, Pierce County will also continue to provide staff 
to participate on the following groups:

•Ecosystem Coordination Board of the Puget Sound Partnership

•Nisqually River Council

•Puyallup – White River Local Integrating Organization

•West Sound Partners for Ecosystem Recovery

•Puget Sound Salmon Recovery Council

•Puget Sound Ecosystem Monitoring Program

•Stormwater Action Monitoring

•American Public Works Association Stormwater Management Committee

•Alliance for a Healthy South Sound

•WRIA 10/12 Salmon Recovery Lead Entity
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5.0 PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT AND PARTICIPATION (S5.C.4)

5.1 Summary of Permit Requirements

The Permit Public Involvement section requires the County to provide ongoing opportunities for public 
involvement and participation in the SWMP development including the following components: 

• Creation of opportunities for the public, including overburdened communities, to participate in 
the decision-making processes involving the development, implementation and update of the 
County’s SWMP and Stormwater Management Action Plan (SMAP).

• Post of the SWMP Plan and the MS4 Permit Annual Report on the County’s website no later 
than May 31, each year.

Inspections are conducted at a variety of businesses and residential communities that may be impacted 
by stormwater pollution. Pierce County staff work directly with workers and residents, including 
conversation and providing contact information on how citizens may become engaged in the process of 
developing the SWMP and permit compliance. The County coordinates with other programs, including 
watershed councils and other groups that support salmon recovery, who may have a more direct 
involvement with overburdened communities.

5.2 Permit Compliance Actions and Activities

Pierce County has established the following components to comply with the Public Involvement 
section of the permit:

√ Creating opportunities for public involvement (S5.C.4.a)

The County budget process provides opportunities for public input regarding SWM funding for the 
implementation of NPDES-related stormwater management programs. A current version of the SWMP 
Plan is available on the County’s webpage for public review and comment. SWM presents current work 
and planned work to the Puyallup Watershed Council to encourage public participation in directing 
SWM activities during 2019. A presentation to the Clarks and Clover Creek Watershed council is 
scheduled during March 2020.  SWM managers are developing a presentation that can be used by 
anyone in SWM, so that staff at any level have resources to develop and present at public meetings. 
The goal is to increase public understanding and involvement in water quality improvement programs 
and understand their ability to influence priorities in their watersheds.

√ Posting of SWMP Plan and Annual Report (S5.C.4.b)

The 2019 SWMP and 2018 Annual Report were posted at the following link on SWM’s website: 

https://www.piercecountywa.org/1855/Managing-Stormwater-Runoff

The 2020 SWMP Plan and 2019 Annual Report will be posted on the County’s SWM website
no later than May 31, 2020.
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6.0 CONTROLLING RUNOFF FROM NEW DEVELOPMENT, REDEVELOPMENT,
          AND CONSTRUCTION SITES (S5.C.5)

6.1 Summary of Permit Requirements

The Controlling Runoff from New Development, Redevelopment and Construction Sites section of the 
Permit requires implementation of specific programs to prevent and control the impacts of stormwater 
runoff. Minimum performance measures include the following: 

• For applications submitted prior to July 1, 2021, which have not started construction by
July 1, 2026 and applications submitted prior to December 5, 2015 which have not started
construction by July 1, 2021, the County will continue to implement the following programs
approved under the 2013 Phase I Municipal Stormwater Permit until July 1, 2021:

» Pierce County Code Title 17A, as effective on December 5, 2015

» Pierce County Code Title 17B, as effective on December 5, 2015

» Pierce County Stormwater Management Manual and Site Development Manual,
as effective December 5, 2015

» Pierce County Memorandum “Policy to Buy Into Regional Stormwater Ponds,” as
effective October 27, 2015

Site and Subdivision Scale Requirements:

• Minimum requirements, thresholds, and definitions in Appendix 1 of the Permit for new
development, redevelopment, and construction sites shall be included in ordinances or
other enforceable documents adopted by the local government.

• Local requirements shall include the following requirements, limitations, and criteria: Site
planning requirements, BMP selection criteria, BMP design criteria, BMP in-feasibility
criteria, LID competing needs criteria and BMP limitations.

Submit draft enforceable requirements, technical standards and manuals that correspond to updates 
identified in (Appendix 10, Part 2) of this Permit to Ecology (no later than July 1, 2020).Pierce County is 
on schedule with the update to our Stormwater Management and Site Development Manual to meet 
requirements in the 2019 permit and expect to meet the submittal deadline of July 1, 2020

Adopt and make effective a local program that meets the requirements listed in S5.C.5.b.i through ii.  
(No later than July 1, 2021)

Include legal authority to inspect private stormwater facilities and enforce maintenance standards for all 
new development and redevelopment approved under the provisions of this section of the permit.

Include permitting process with, site plan review, inspection, and enforcement capability to meet 
permit conditions for both private and public projects.

Make Ecology’s electronic Notice of Intent (NOI) documents for construction and industrial activities 
available, as applicable, to project proponents.

Ensure training of staff whose primary job duties are implementing the program to control runoff
from new development, redevelopment and construction sites, and document the training.
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6.2 Permit Compliance Actions and Activities

Pierce County Planning and Public Works Department, Development Engineering, leads the development, 
administration, and enforcement of development standards. The following describes permit-required 
actions and activities pursuant to the "Controlling Runoff from New Development, Redevelopment and 
Construction Sites," section of the Permit:

√ Adopt and make effective a local program with ordinances or other enforceable
documents (S5.C.5.b.i, ii, iii and iv) 

The adoption of ordinances and other enforceable documents enables the County to control runoff from 
new development, redevelopment and construction sites. Runoff control occurs through implementation 
of permit requirements and achieving equivalency with Department of Ecology’s Stormwater Management 
Manual for Western Washington. The following regulations and rules apply: 

• Pierce County Code Title 11.05, Illicit Stormwater Discharges.

• Pierce County Code Title 17A, Construction and Infrastructure Regulations – Site
Development and Stormwater Drainage

• Executive Order Concerning Effective Stormwater Management, Pierce County
Washington (EO 2017-01)

• “Pierce County Stormwater Management and Site Development Manual”

√ Legal authority to inspect private stormwater facilities and enforce maintenance standards
for all new development and redevelopment approved by the local program (S5.C.5.b.v.)

The Pierce County Stormwater Management and Site Development Manual updated and approved as 
equivalent by Ecology for the 2013-2019 permit is still in effect.  Ordinance No. 2015-48s., This manual is 
currently undergoing revisions to meeting equivalency requirements of the 2019-2024 Permit. These 
codes define the County’s legal authority for the inspection of private stormwater facilities and 
enforcement of maintenance standards. 

• Pierce County Code Title 17A, Construction and Infrastructure Regulations – Site Development
and Stormwater Drainage. The regulations are equivalent to SWMMWW in mitigating stormwater
impacts from development.  They make low impact development principles and low impact
development best management practices the preferred and commonly used approach.

• Pierce County Code Title 17B, Construction and Infrastructure Regulations – Road and Bridge
Design and Construction Standards. This code contains uniform technical requirements for the
design and construction of roads, bridges, shared accesses, alleys, driveway approaches, gates
and associated appurtenances. They establish minimum infrastructure construction requirements,
including adequate access to facilities to allow maintenance.

√ A process of permits, site plan review, inspections, and enforcement capability to meet
permit conditions during and post construction for public and private new development

and redevelopment. (S5.C.5.b.vi.) 
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Pierce County’s formal program to prevent and control the impacts of runoff from new development, 
redevelopment and construction activities includes many specific elements. 

During 2019, the County completed the following:

• Stormwater plans reviewed during the reporting period: 2,130

• Construction sites inspected during the reporting period: 2,845

• Enforcement actions during the reporting period: 128

Pierce County will continue to review stormwater plans, inspect construction sites during pre-construction 
and construction, and impose enforcement as needed during 2020. During 2020, the County will manage 
maintenance activities to inspect all permanent stormwater treatment and flow control BMPs/facilities, and 
catch basins, in new residential developments every six months, until 90% of the lots are constructed (or 
when construction has stopped and the site is fully stabilized) to identify maintenance needs and enforce 
compliance with maintenance stands as needed.  

Process for Permitting
Pierce County has incorporated a system of codes and permits addressing construction and development 
activities (residential, commercial, industrial, subdivisions, roadways, utilities, etc.). Permit Technicians and/
or Development Engineering staff review permit applications and related scopes of work (reference Title 
17A Construction and Infrastructure Regulations – Site Development and Stormwater Drainage, sections 
17A.10.050 Exemptions, 17A.10.070.B Site Development Permit Required, and 17A.10.070.C
Site Development Permit Not Required). 

Pierce County’s permit process links permits/applications for a project site together in the PALS+ permit 
tracking database. The link benefits the project proponent by allowing progress tracking. It also benefits 
the regulatory process. Reviewers can more easily understand the scope of the project and apply 
appropriate development standards. including pollution control, inspection access, implementation of low 
impact development BMPs for controlling stormwater runoff and stormwater quality, grading, and 
permanent stabilization of a site are addressed under the site development permit.  Site development 
permits may not be issued until after approval of other permits or applications – including wetland review, 
landslide hazard review and/or SEPA.  

Fees cover the Planning and Land Services Department’s costs (Title 2, Section 2.05 Planning and Land 
Services and Assessor-Treasurer Development Review, Inspection and Application/Processing Fees), 
including site plan review, inspection, and performance monitoring for larger projects.

Process for Site Plan Review
The Stormwater Site Plan Review process occurs during the review of a site development permit. This 
process begins when complete plans are submitted.  The plans must include site development drawings, 
the construction SWPPP narrative, a maintenance and source control manual, and a drainage report. 
An incomplete submittal will not be accepted. Plans that do not provide sufficient stormwater control 
and maintenance require revision before approval. 

Site development submittals are reviewed for conformance with Title 17A, the Stormwater Management 
and Site Development Manual, Title 17B Construction and Infrastructure Regulations – Road and Bridge 
Design and Construction Standards and Title 18E Development Regulations – Critical Areas).
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(6.2 Continued)

At a minimum, the review determines the following: 

• Applicable Minimum Requirements

• Plan level (Abbreviated, Advanced Abbreviated, or Drainage Control)

• Proper selection of BMPs

• Integration of the BMPs in the proposed project grading, access, parking, road building,
and storm facility construction as reflected in the site development drawings.

• Integration of the selected BMPs in the SWPPP, and implementation of selected BMPs
into the maintenance covenant and maintenance and source control manual.

Site disturbance may not occur before permit approvals are final.  A complete permit for development 
includes development drawings, drainage reports, and plan documents, drainage reports and financial 
guarantees and easements.

Recordkeeping

PALS+ is a permitting system that stores and links site development permit documents. Site development 
submittals, reviews, inspections and enforcement actions as well as easements and bonding are tracked in
this system.   

Inspection/Enforcement

Pierce County Planning and Public Works Department, Development Engineering, has developed a General 
Site Development Construction Inspection Process Policies and Procedures Manual describing inspection 
authority, maintenance of files, inspection process, inspection criteria, pre-acceptance review, re-inspection, 
enforcement, and project approval processing.

A series of additional policies has also been developed regarding inspections and enforcement:

• PALS De Performance Monitoring Inspection Process DE POL 5100 (Appendix D) – Describes the
Performance Monitoring Inspection Process applicable to all permitted site development projects of
sufficient scale to require any form of Maintenance Guarantee. The policy describes the process and
procedures for scheduling, completing, tracking, and administering all inspections required throughout
the Maintenance Bonding period.

• PALS De Enforcement Strategy for Permitted Projects, DE POL 5200 (Appendix E) – Describes the
enforcement strategies and mechanisms used with respect to any permitted site development project
found to be in non-compliance with the terms and conditions of the project permit(s), their parent
regulations, or the approved plans associated with the project.

• PALS DE Residential Site Development Inspection Process DE POL 5301 (Appendix F) – Specifies
the requirement for a separate Site Development Permit for each single-family residential building site
unless exempt per section PCC 17A.10.050.

• PALS General Site Development Construction Inspection Process (Appendix G) – Prescribes inspection
procedures except for those permitted as single family residential.
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√ Make Ecology’s Notice of Intent (NOI) documents for construction and industrial activities
 available, as applicable, to project proponents (S5.C.5.b.vii)

Information concerning NPDES Construction and Industrial General Stormwater Permits, including a link to 
the NOI, is provided during the applications process. 

√ Ensure training of staff whose primary job duties are implementing the program to control
runoff fromnew development, redevelopment and construction sites, and document the training. 

(S5.C.5.b.viii.) 

All Development Engineering review engineers are trained and experienced with the requirements 
mandated under the current stormwater management manual.  Likewise, our site development inspectors 
maintain current CESCL certifications, all inspectors hired since 1998 have been required to complete the
Development Engineering Inspector Training Program and all are qualified and experienced inspectors. 
Ongoing Stormwater Manual and NPDES training is provided to Development Engineering Technical Staff 
as opportunities arise.

Page Intentionally Left Blank
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7.0 STRUCTURAL STORMWATER CONTROLS (S5.C.7)

7.1 Summary of Permit Requirements

The County is required to implement a Structural Stormwater Control  program to prevent or reduce impacts 
to waters of the state caused by discharges from the MS4 in areas  where stormwater discharges from 
existing development, where insufficient stormwater controls are in place and  in areas of new development, 
where development-related stormwater impacts are anticipated . This permit term a minimum level of effort 
defined with a point metrics has been introduced. 

Minimum performance measures include:

A program to control stormwater impacts not adequately controlled by other required actions of the SWMP 
including new flow control facilities, new water quality treatment facilities, new LID BMPs, retrofits of existing 
facilities, property acquisition to provide water quality or flow control benefits, and maintenance with capital 
construction costs >$25,000.

A description of Structural Stormwater Control Program goals in the SWMP Plan that include: geographic 
scale of the planning process, issues and regulations addressed, steps in the planning process, types of 
characterization information considered, budgets, the public involvement process, and a description of the 
prioritization process, procedures and criteria used to select the Structural Stormwater Control projects.

The preparation of a list of planned individual structural stormwater control projects scheduled for 
implementation during the term of the Permit and submitted with each Annual Report

Achieve 300 SSC Program points, calculated as follows (no later than December 31, 2022):

• 225 design-stage retrofit incentive points

• 75 complete or maintenance stage incentive points

7.2 Permit Compliance Actions and Activities

Pierce County implements a Structural Stormwater Controls Program addressing the prevention and 
reduction of impacts to waters of the state caused by discharges from the County’s MS4. Project 
prioritization relies on assessments regarding receiving water body conditions, anticipated benefits of the 
project, and regulatory compliance needs. 

Pierce County Ordinance No. 2006-115s directed the SWM Utility to produce an annual six-year Surface 
Water Improvement Plan (SWIP). The SWIP serves to inform the County Council, their staff members, other 
departments, and the public about the scope, cost, funding and status of surface water improvement 
projects. This includes proposed SWM structural stormwater control projects. The project ranking criteria 
considers; flooding, water quality, habitat, and other factors.

The SWIP outlines Pierce County’s 2016-2021 capital project accomplishments and a six-year plan for these 
projects, including information detailing funding sources. The annually updated SWIP is the primary budget 
work plan for surface water improvement capital projects in Pierce County. 

Information regarding Surface Water Management (SWM) project plans and may be found at this link:

https://www.co.pierce.wa.us/1827/Our-Projects
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SWM capital projects have three local funding sources that are significantly augmented with grant 
funding. Internal funds come from SWM Utility Service fee, Pierce County Real Estate Excise Tax, and the 
Flood Control Zone District. Projects identify funding during planning.  Project descriptions include 
proposed funding sources. Projects identified for grant funding will not move into final stages, or 
construction, if the County’s grant applications are unsuccessful. The project will remain on the list and be 
proposed for additional grants in subsequent years. Larger projects may be phased to allow funding to 
be spread over several budget years.  

The County maintains a list of Permit-related structural stormwater control projects. The project tracking 
system includes the technical information outlined in Appendix 12 of the NPDES permit. Updates to 
Appendix 12 and final data submittals to Ecology occur as part of the County’s Annual Report. 

Appendix I of this document includes the updated 2020-2025 Project List. The following Structural 
Stormwater Control Projects are in the planning-design-construction phase through 2020:

• 1. Brookdale Road/Clover Creek Outfall Retrofit, (Project #D442)
This $530,000 project involves a new treatment facility (retrofit installation of Contech Cartridge 
Filter Vaults at two outfall locations) of an older stormwater system without water quality treatment 
that discharges directly to the North Fork of Clover Creek. Presently in design and permitting phase. 
Initiation of construction is dependent upon the availability of grant funding. 

• 2. Diru Creek Water Quality Retrofit at 67th Ave. Ct. E., (Project #D810)
This $172,000 project includes the installation of a water quality vault on 67th Ave. E. between 
104th St. E. and Pipeline Road. Engineered plans meet Basic Treatment Menu Standards.

• 3. Diru Creek Water Quality Retrofit at 64th Ave Ct. E., (Project #D811)
This project involves the installation of a water quality vault on 64th Ave E between 104th St. 
E. and Pipeline Road.  The project cost is estimated to be $119,000. Engineered plans meet Basic 
Treatment Menu Standards.

• 4. Woodland Creek 104th St. E. Stormwater Treatment System, (Project #D411)
This project will involve construction of an additional detention facility to reduce flooding on 
Woodland Creek and adjacent roads and property. Location is along Woodland Ave from 
approximately 128th St E to 84th St E. The $1.7M project is grant dependent and may be found
at this link: https://www.co.pierce.wa.us/5353/Woodland-Creek-at-104th-Street-East-Retr
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8.0 SOURCE CONTROL PROGRAM FOR EXISTING DEVELOPMENT (S5.C.8)

8.1 Summary of Permit Requirements

The Source Control Program for Existing Development section of the Permit requires the County to 
implement an ongoing program to reduce pollutants from areas of existing development in areas that 
discharge to the MS4.  Permit requirements for this section include: 

• Enforcement of ordinances, or other enforceable documents (updated and made effective no
   later than August 1, 2021), require applicable operational source control BMPs for pollutant   
   generating sources associated with existing land uses and activities. This subsection requires
   the use of source control BMPs in Volume IV of the Stormwater Management Manual for 
   Western Washington, or a functionally equivalent manual approved by Ecology.

• Identification of publicly and privately owned institutional, commercial and industrial sites which
   have the potential to generate pollutants to the MS4. A generated source control inventory of 
   businesses and/or sites identified based on the presence of pollutant-generating activities (refer
   Appendix 8 in the Permit). The list also includes additional sites identified by complaint response
   (including home-based businesses and multi-family sites). This inventory shall be updated at least 
   once every 5 years.

• The implementation of an inspection program for sites listed on the inventory and provide   
   information (by mail, telephone, electronic communication or in person) about activities that 
   may generate pollutants and the source control requirements applicable to those activities. 

• Annually, complete inspections of 20% of the inventoried sites. Follow-up compliance inspections 
  may count toward this requirement. Sites identified by legitimate complaints must also 
  undergo inspections.

• Implement a progressive enforcement policy requiring sites to be compliant with stormwater 
   requirements within a reasonable time period.

• Staff responsible for implementing the source control program shall receive training to conduct 
   these activities. This ongoing training shall cover legal authority, source control BMPs and their  
   proper application, inspection protocols, lessons learned, typical cases and enforcement  
   procedures.

• The County will document and maintain records of the training provided and staff trained.

Page Intentionally Left Blank
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8.2 Permit Compliance Actions and Activities

Pierce County has established the following components to comply with the Source Control Program for 
Existing Development section of the Permit:

√ Enforcement of local ordinances (S5.C.8.b.i.)

The enforcement of ordinances, or other enforceable documents enabling the County to implement 
a source control program for existing development, is established by three distinct means:

• Pierce County Code, Illicit Stormwater Discharges (PCC 11.05)

• Executive Order Concerning Effective Stormwater Management, Pierce County
Washington (EO 2017-01)

• Pierce County Ordinance, Revising   Manual Titled “Pierce County Stormwater Management and
Site Development Manual (PCSMSDM), specifically Volume VI, Source Control. For equivalency
with Ecology’s WWSWMMM

The County will continue to use these documents during 2020 to enforce the source control program.  
Staff in the Inspections and IDDE sections will be working together to update and streamline the 
enforcement program during 2020.  This will include reviewing current policies, drafting enforcement 
documents and writing a policy to make the enforcement process consistent. Staff will also meet with 
other jurisdictions to review how they have implemented an enforcement policy.  

√ Implement program and develop/maintain inventory of inspection sites (S5.C.8.b.ii.)

The County continues to implement its program to identify commercial and industrial sites which have the 
potential to generate pollutants to the MS4. Under this program SWM maintains a source control inventory 
of businesses and/or properties identified as conducting activities that are pollutant generating and may 
impact the MS4. The inventory includes governmental sites, mobile or home-based businesses, and sites 
identified through field observations or complaints as potential pollutant generating.

The Standard Industrial Codes (SIC) and North American Industry Classification System (NAICS) in 
Appendix 8 of the Permit (along with County Assessor assigned Land Use Codes) is used to generate the 
original source control inventory.  Bond release notice and ongoing field observation by inspectors is used 
to routinely and continuously update this list.

The inventory includes sites that discharge to the County’s MS4 as well as directly to ground. In total, the 
inventory includes approximately 2,000 sites. The inventory undergoes review and update from bond 
releases and inspector reports on a routine and continuous basis. Potential pollution generating sites 
identified through complaint calls are added to the source control inspection inventory in EAM.  

√ Implementation of inspection program (S5.C.8.b.iii.)

Residential, commercial and industrial sites identified by Pierce County Source Control Program undergo 
inspections targeting both operational BMPs and onsite drainage facilities. This process ensures the proper 
implementation and maintenance of operational and structural source control BMPs. 
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Detailed standard operating procedures for source control inspection include references within the Water 
Quality Inspector’s Manual and SWM Source Control Policy, POL-2011-03 (Appendix L).

The presence of insufficient BMPs or maintenance requirements trigger verbal or written notices.  
Correspondence provide details regarding goals of compliance, including implementation of source control 
measures described in the PCSMSDM to reduce pollutants in runoff from areas that discharge to the MS4.

In 2019, Pierce County conducted source control inspections at approximately 1,384 sites listed in the 
source control inventory. This figure includes all sites identified through legitimate complaints. 

During 2019, the County fully migrated from Maintenance Connection to EAM (Enterprise Asset 
Management) for tracking of source control work. EAM provides a more powerful source control 
management and documentation tool by linking source control sites and inspection information with GIS.  
During 2020, the County will continue using EAM to track all source control and inspection site information.

√ Implementation of a progressive enforcement policy (S5.C.8.b.iv.)

Per SWM Water Quality Inspection Response Procedures Flow Chart, December 2, 2016 (Appendix J), 
each inspector uses prescribed criteria in rating status of compliance pollutant-generating sites for the 
determination of compliance. These procedures provide a mechanism of formal enforcement that includes 
the application of education, technical assistance and other follow up notifications. These procedures also 
establish progressive enforcement procedures utilizing PCC 11.05, EO 2017-01, and Ordinance 
No. 2015-48s.

PCSMSDM Volume IV (Source Control) and Volume V (Runoff Treatment BMPs) provide compliance 
guidance for the program. Maintenance Connection©, Public Works Road Management System©, 
and Enterprise Asset Management© (web-based facilities maintenance applications), allow tracking, 
documentation, and maintenance of all source control inspection and enforcement efforts. 

Sites inspected in 2019 that were not adequately implementing required BMPs received written 
follow-up letters.  In addition to technical assistance letters, follow-up: phone calls, reminder letters, 
inspections, warning letters and Notices of Violations were used as needed. Records of inspections, 
investigations, technical assistance and escalating enforcement actions will be tracked in the EAM database.  
These records include site maps, documentation site visits, inspection reports, warning letters, notices of 
violation, and site information related to owner denial of property entry.  

During 2020, the County will re-evaluate the current enforcement program, and determine if additional 
policies or code language is needed to effectively address stormwater pollution sources This will involve 
coordination between SWM, code enforcement, legal, and other departments.

√  Training program for inspection staff (S5.C.8.b.v.)

Pierce County Staff implementing the source control program participate in an annual training.  Records of 
training are maintained by the county and available upon request.  Supplemental source control training 
is provided as needed during staff meetings and occasional field visits. Topics include permit applicability, 
inspection procedures, legal authority, PCSMSDM, and review of pertinent case studies. See SWM 
Procedures for Documenting and Tracking NPDES Stormwater Training, POL-2013-01 (Appendix M).
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9.0 ILLICIT CONNECTIONS AND ILLICIT DISCHARGE DETECTION AND ELIMINATION (S5.C.9)

9.1 Summary of Permit Requirements

The Illicit Connections and Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination (IDDE) section of the Permit requires 
the County to continue implementing an ongoing program designed to prevent, detect, characterize, 
trace, and eliminate illicit connections and illicit discharges into the MS4. The minimum performance 
measures include:

• Procedures for reporting and correcting or removing illicit connections, spills and other
illicit discharges when suspected or identified, including pollutants entering the MS4 from an 
interconnected, adjoining MS4.

• Continue to evaluate, and update if necessary, an existing ordinance or other regulatory 
mechanism to effectively prohibit non-stormwater illicit discharges into the City’s MS4.

• Implement procedures for conducting investigations of the Permittees MS4 including field 
screening and methods for identifying potential sources. Field screening methodology applies
to the characteristics of the MS4 and water quality concerns. Conduct field screening of, on average, 
12% of the known conveyance systems each calendar year. Track the total percentage of the MS4 
screened annually beginning on August 1, 2019.

• Properly train staff who are responsible for identification, investigation, termination, cleanup
and reporting of illicit discharges, including spills and illicit connections, to conduct these activities.

• Participate in a regional emergency response program or develop and implement procedures
to investigate and respond to spills and improper disposal into the MS4 owned or operated
by the County.

• Track and maintain records of the IDDE activities conducted to meet the requirements of the  
Permit.

9.2 Permit Compliance Actions and Activities

Pierce County has established the following compliance components to comply with the Illicit 
Connections and Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination (IDDE) section of the Permit:

• Procedures for reporting and correcting or removing illicit connections, spills and other
illicit discharges when suspected or identified (S5.C.9.a.)

• Program for detecting and identifying illicit connections and non-stormwater discharges to
the MS4 (S5.C.9.c.i, ii, iii.)

• Response to illicit connections and illicit discharges including spills (S5.C.9.d.)

• Program to investigate and respond to spills or improper disposal into the MS4 (S5.C.9.f.)

SWM Staff respond to Illicit stormwater discharge reports received via field screening e-mail, internal 
County staff communication, after-hours reports, in-person communication, personal observation, 
inspection program referrals, and through the IDDE Hotline (253) 798-4274.
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The Pierce County Surface Water Management (SWM) Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination Field 
Procedures and Response Plan (IDDE Plan) details the on-going program to address illicit discharges, 
including spills and illicit connections, into the MS4 and natural drainage systems. The IDDE Plan addresses 
Section S5.C.9.d permit requirements, including internal procedures for enforcement and a penalty matrix 
described in the SWM Water Quality IDDE Response Procedures Flow Chart (Appendix K). 

To meet Permit requirements (S5.C.9.c.i), Pierce County inspects, evaluates, and investigates MS4 drainage 
basins and targeted watersheds to identify and eliminate potential sources of stormwater pollution using 
two primary field screening protocols:

• IDDE Watershed Field Screening

• Road Operations Stormwater Catch Basin/Inlet Field Screening

The IDDE Watershed Field Screening component assesses IDDE problems using desktop and field-
implemented procedures to determine the presence of illicit discharges and illicit connections impacting 
the MS4. Documented water quality concerns are then addressed through educational and/or enforcement 
efforts aimed at preventing or reducing polluting behaviors and operations. During 2020, SWM will review 
the IDDE program and plan for most effective way to address all permit screening requirements, including 
TMDL screening requirements.

Planning and Public Works Maintenance & Operations Division has established an annual program for 
the assessment and cleaning of County-owned or operated catch basins (CB) and inlets in rights-of-way 
to reduce stormwater impacts. Assessments and cleaning efforts use schedules which meet and exceed 
minimum maintenance standards that are as protective, or more protective, of facility function than those 
specified in the PCSMSDM. During CB assessment work crews field screen for the presence of illicit 
discharges or illicit connections and reports them to the IDDE section which generates IDDE investigations. 

√ Implement enforcement of ordinances and regulations to prohibit IDDE (S5.C.9.b.)

County staff reference the following documents as enforcement tools in the IDDE program:

• Pierce County Code, Illicit Stormwater Discharges (PCC 11.05)

• Executive Order Concerning Effective Stormwater Management, Pierce, County Washington
(EO 2017-01)

• Pierce County Stormwater Management and Site Development Manual (PCSMSDM),
(Ordinance No. 2015-48s), specifically Volume VI, Source Control.

√ Training program for IDDE Staff (S5.C.9.e.)

IDDE staff receive training in proper investigations, recordkeeping, and notification of IDDE. County staff 
responsible for IDDE investigations receive training through at least one of the following:

• Pierce County’s on-going IDDE training program.

• Certified Erosion and Sediment Control Lead (CESCL) curriculum including a IDDE component.
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• Facility SWPPP-based Spill Prevention & Emergency Cleanup Plans (SPECP) documents

• Surface Water Management Division’s Spill Response Policy and Procedures
(POL-2011-002A),Appendix N.

Trainings deliver IDDE awareness, assessment, response, notification, and cleanup protocols. Refresher 
classes are scheduled as needed based on inspection results or when processes/procedures change at 
SWPPP facilities; annual SPECPs overview; review of case studies; and CESCL recertification classes to 
appropriate Road Operations and/or SWM Water Quality staff (see Appendix M). 

√ Procedures to investigate and respond to spills or improper disposal into the MS4 (S5.C.9.f.)

Pierce County Spill response procedures achieve the following: 

• Detail procedural framework for spill responses.

• Define roles and responsibilities (both internal and external).

• Provide mechanisms for the coordination with emergency responders and outside agencies.

• Standardize reporting procedures, investigations, documentation, and follow up procedures, 
and outline training requirements.

Maintenance and Operations spill response procedures are outlined in SWM Spills Response Procedure, 
POL-2011-002A (Appendix N).

√ IDDE inspection, response and enforcement recordkeeping (S5.C.9.g.)

IDDE program recordkeeping includes tracking the number and type of identified illicit stormwater 
discharges, spills, inspections, investigations.  During 2019, SWM spill response procedures were 
updated to incorporate the ArcGIS Online (AGO) Survey 123 application (see below). The ArcGIS 
Online (AGO) Survey 123 application was designed to collect IDDE data via web or mobile devices 
replaced the previous system in 2019. Standardized information, consistent with the IDDE informational 
fields necessary to complete annual permit reports, is provided. Additionally, other case-related details 
imported into AGO may include photo documentation and progress notes as needed. SWM and 
Maintenance staff will continue to use Survey123 during 2020 to track IDDE discharges.  
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10.0 OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE PROGRAM (S5.C.10)

10.1 Summary of Permit Requirements

The Operations and Maintenance (O&M) section of the Permit requires the County to implement and 
document a program to regulate maintenance activities and to conduct maintenance activities by the 
Permittee to prevent or reduce stormwater impacts. The minimum performance measures include the 
following components:

• Implementation of maintenance standards that are as protective, or more protective, of facility
function than those specified in the Stormwater Management Manual for Western Washington,
or a Phase I program approved by Ecology (S5.C.10.a).

• Evaluate and, if necessary, update existing ordinances or other enforceable documents requiring
maintenance of all stormwater treatment and flow control BMPs/facilities regulated by the County;
implementation of an on-going inspection program to annually inspect all stormwater treatment
and flow control BMPs/facilities regulated by the County to enforce compliance with adopted
maintenance standards as needed based on inspection; and cleaning of catch basins regulated
by the County if they are found to be out of compliance with established maintenance standards
(S5.C.10.b).

• Implementation of a program for the maintenance of stormwater facilities owned or operated
by the County (S5.C.10.c).

• Implementation of a program to perform maintenance of catch basins owned or operated by
the County (S5.C.10.d).

• Implementation of practices, policies, and procedures to reduce stormwater impacts associated
with runoff from all lands owned or maintained by the Permittee, and road maintenance activities
under the functional control of Pierce County.  Document the practices, policies, and procedures
by December 31, 2022 (S5.C.10.e).

• Implementation of an ongoing training program for employees of Pierce County who have
primary construction, operations, or maintenance job functions may impact stormwater quality
(S5.C.10.f).

• Preparation of Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plans (SWPPP) for all heavy equipment maintenance
or storage yards, and material storage facilities owned or operated by Pierce County in areas
subject to this permit that are not required to have coverage under the General NPDES Permit
for Stormwater Discharges associated with Industrial Activities or another NPDES permit that
authorizes stormwater discharges associated with the activity.  As necessary, update SWPPPs no
later than December 31, 2022 (S5.C.10.g).

• A process of maintaining records of inspections and maintenance or repair activities conducted
by the County (S5.C.9.f).
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10.2 Permit Compliance Actions and Activities

Pierce County Compliance has established the following components to comply with the Operations and 
Maintenance (O&M) section of the Permit:

√ Adopting maintenance standards equivalent to the Washington Department of Ecology’s
Stormwater Management Manual of Western Washington (SWMMWW) (S5.C.10.a.i.)

The Pierce County Stormwater Management and Site Development Manual (PCSMSDM) provides 
operations and maintenance standards which are as protective, and in some cases more protective, than 
those specified in the SWMMWW.

√ Implementing operation and maintenance standards during annual inspections (S5.C.10.a.ii.)

Unless there are circumstances beyond Pierce County’s Control, when an inspection identifies an 
exceedance of the maintenance standard, maintenance shall be performed:

1) Within one year for typical maintenance (except catch basins).
2) Within six months for catch basins.

3) Within two years for maintenance that requires construction of less than $25,000.

Circumstances beyond Pierce County’s control include denial or delay of access by property owners, 
denial or delay of necessary permit approvals, and unexpected reallocations of maintenance staff to 
perform emergency work. For each exceedance of the required timeframe, Pierce County documents the 
circumstances by describing how they were beyond the Permittee’s control.

√ Maintenance of private stormwater facilities regulated by the County (S5.C.10.b)

The requirements of this section involve combined efforts. Stormwater treatment and flow control 
BMPs/facilities regulated by Pierce County per S5.C.10.b.ii undergo inspections by the SWM Water 
Quality Inspection Unit.  Facilities associated with new residential developments undergo inspections
by Planning and Land Services. A series of County policies outline this work: 

• PALS Development Engineering Policy DE POL 5100 Performance Monitoring Inspection
Process (Appendix D)

• PALS Development Engineering Policy DE POL 5200 Enforcement Strategy for Permitted
Projects, (Appendix E)

• Surface Water Management Water Quality Inspection Response Procedures Flow Chart,
December 2, 2016 (Appendix J)

Migration from Maintenance Connection to EAM (Enterprise Asset Management) for tracking of stormwater 
treatment and flow control BMPs/facilities regulated by Pierce County was completed in 2019. EAM is a 
data base system linked to GIS and will provide a more powerful source control management, 
documentation tool for Permit compliance.  During 2020, Pierce County will use EAM exclusively to track 
inspections and maintenance of stormwater treatment and flow control BMPs and facilities regulated by the 
County.

√ Maintenance of stormwater facilities owned or operated by the County (S5.C.10.c.)



PIERCE COUNTY 2020 STORMWATER MANAGEMENT PROGRAM PLAN32

In 2019, the Permit-required O&M program (as implemented by PPW SWM and Maintenance and 
Operations) establishes a known inventory of approximately 830 County-owned permanent stormwater 
treatment and flow control BMPs/facilities (by deeded ownership or by easements granted and conveyed 
to the County). Of this total, inspections involved 830 facilities (100%). Required maintenance impacted 
approximately 637 of these facilities in 2019 (77%). 

Per SWM Significant Storm Event Procedure, POL-2015-001A, (Appendix O), spot checks will be performed 
to assess potential damage and determine maintenance needs after major storm events during 2020 
(per S5.C.10.c.ii).  

SWM performs facility Stormwater Needs Assessments of stormwater treatment and flow control BMPs/
facilities on properties managed by various County departments and divisions to determine priorities and 
timing of maintenance needs (Facilities Management, Parks and Recreation, Sustainable Resources, and 
Ferries and Airports). Pierce County will continue PCSMSDM standards are followed when performing 
Needs Assessments performed on these sites. 

√ Maintenance of catch basins owned or operated by the County (S5.C.10.d.)

PPW SWM and Maintenance and Operations (M&O) implements principles of asset management based on 
years of practical experience maintaining and operating public infrastructure and records. This program 
uses modified and expanded baseline asset management criteria to meet sustained Permit requirements 
and compliance.

PPW SWM and Maintenance and Operations (M&O) complete annual inspections of over 24,000 
municipally-owned stormwater catch basins. Efforts help to identify facilities needing maintenance, and they 
provide baseline data for drainage features asset management program. CB inspections include verifying 
applicable attributes for each feature to correct and make changes where needed. This effort also gathers 
operational and structural condition information. 

√ Reduce stormwater impacts from lands owned and maintained by the County
and road maintenance activities (S5.C.10.e)

The requirements of this section are completed through combined efforts implemented by several County 
departments and divisions to reduce stormwater impacts:

• The County owns and manages approximately 1,000 properties, which support flood risk
reduction and storm drainage facilities, as well as buildings and structures. PPW M&O
implements practices, policies, and procedures to reduce stormwater impacts associated with
runoff from these County-owned permanent stormwater treatment and flow control BMPs/facilities.

• Activities necessary to manage these properties often involve the application of both temporary
and permanent erosion and sediment control BMP’s outlined in the Pierce County Stormwater
Management and Site Development Manual and the Regional Road Maintenance
Program Guidelines.
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• M&O employees who have primary construction, operations or maintenance job functions that 
  may impact stormwater quality adhere to the Regional Road Maintenance ESA Program Guidelines 
  and the Pierce County Stormwater Management and Site Development Manual (SWMSDM), 
  whichever one contains the most up to date BMP requirements. The guidance describes physical,
  structural, and managerial best management stormwater pollution prevention practices, and 
  addresses the importance of protecting water quality. Implementation of these practices (either 
  singularly or in combination), cause a reduction to water and habitat impacts.

• Annual Stormwater Needs Assessments, performed by the SWM Water Quality Inspection Unit 
  on additional lands owned or maintained by the County (Appendix O), provide detailed technical 
  assistance information and guidance to those employees conducting maintenance on permanent 
  stormwater treatment and flow control BMPs/facilities. Pierce County maintains Stormwater 
  Pollution Prevention Plans (SWPPP) for affected sites to address these concerns.
 

√  Ongoing training program for employees with primary construction,
 operations or maintenance job functions (S5.C.9.f)

Pierce County will continue to implement an ongoing training program for all employees who have 
primary construction, operations or maintenance job functions that may impact stormwater quality. 
Pursuant to Executive Order No. 2012-1 (Appendix B), various departments are responsible for 
coordinating, implementing, tracking, and reporting permit-required training components.

The NPDES Stormwater Permit Training Coordinator helps to deliver and track required training specified 
by this section. Annual trainings delivered at their designated facilities provides both field and site-specific 
information affected O&M employees. 

In 2019, approximately 300 employees received onsite training related to NPDES Permits, SWPPPs, Spill 
Response and Reporting and Illicit Discharge identification and reporting procedures. Additionally, 24 new 
employees completed an introductory level course covering the identification and reporting of spills and 
illicit discharges to Pierce County’s MS4.  Pierce County received an Oil Spill Response Grant which funded 
training for 160 employees to Operations Level Spill Response and 139 employees to an Awareness Level 
in Spill Response.  In 2020, there will be at least 10 onsite trainings scheduled at 10 different facilities. 
Training sessions will focus on NPDES Permits (Municipal, Industrial, and Sand & Gravel), SWPPPs, 
Site Management Plans, spill procedures, notification, and illicit discharge identification and reporting 
activities.   Additional training and follow-up sessions will be conducted if staff, processes or procedures 
change through-out the year.

Maintenance & Operations provides ongoing training to all affected personnel.  This training includes 
CESCL recertification courses and quarterly safety meetings that cover Regional Road Maintenance ESA 
Program Guidelines topics and other stormwater pollution prevention BMP issues, including SWPPP 
related issues.

All affected Development Engineering staff receive PALS+ training as necessary in their assigned 
duties. Training modules cover application review, application processing, site plan review, inspections, 
enforcement, and record keeping duties. (Training Outline, Appendix H).
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√ Implement SWPPPs for County heavy equipment maintenance or storage yards
 and material storage facilities (S5.C.10.g)

SWM will continue to prepare and update Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plans (SWPPP) for all heavy 
equipment maintenance or storage yards, and material storage facilities owned or operated by the County 
in areas subject to this permit that are not required to have coverage under the General NPDES Permit 
for Stormwater Discharges Associated with industrial activities or another NPDES permit that authorizes 
stormwater discharges associated with the activity. 

Phase I Municipal General SWPPPs for the following County facilities are reviewed and updated annually:  

• Sewer and Traffic Operations (STOP)

• Heritage Recreation Center

• Sprinker Recreation Center

• Spanaway Lake Park Maintenance Facility

• Central Maintenance Facility (CMF)

• East County Maintenance Facility (ECMF)

• West County Maintenance Facility (WCMF)

• Mid-County Maintenance Facility (MCMF)

• Chambers Creek Regional Wastewater Treatment Plant

• Tacoma Narrows Airport

• Orting Quarry Site Management Plan

• Pit Sites Site Management Plan

√ Inspection and maintenance records (S5.C.10.h)

O&M inspection and cleaning efforts associated with stormwater facilities owned or operated by the County 
capture information recorded within various databases. These data include asset identifications, inspection 
ratings, inspector names, dates/times of inspection, structure, and damage notes. Maintenance Checklists 
contained within PCSMSDM Volume I (Minimum Technical Requirements and Site Planning) also contribute 
to compliance documentation. 

PPW M&O documents and retains inspection and maintenance records within a Computerized Maintenance 
Management System (MMS). Inspections involve tracking through work orders. Within each work order, 
inspection tasks align with specific defect categories unique to each feature type. Each task undergoes a 
numerical rating per established level of service thresholds. The MMS stores all associated condition data in 
the form of, “asset specifications”.

EAM (Enterprise Asset Management), a web-based facilities maintenance application, allows tracking of 
Permit-required O&M inspection, maintenance and enforcement efforts. Maintenance and repair activity 
documentation includes generation of work orders, and additional categorization through the assignment 
of function codes unique to each type of work. MMS also tracks work order status, date of issuance or 
closure, inspector information, labor reports, and production information.
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11.0 EDUCATION AND OUTREACH PROGRAM (S5.C.11)

11.1 Summary of Permit Requirements

The Education and Outreach section of the Permit requires the County to implement a program designed to reduce 
or eliminate behaviors and practices that cause or contribute to adverse stormwater impacts. The program also 
encourages the public to participate in stewardship activities. The education program may involve development 
and implementation at a local or regional level. The minimum performance measures include the following primary 
components:

• Implementation or participation in an education and outreach program that uses a variety of methods to
target the audiences and topics listed below. The outreach program helps to educate each target audience
about the stormwater problem and provides specific actions they can follow to minimize the problem.

• Build general awareness targeting the following audiences and subject areas: general public (including
school age children and overburdened communities), and businesses (including home-based and mobile
business); general impacts of stormwater on surface waters; impacts from impervious surfaces; hazards
associated with illicit discharges and improper disposal of waste.

• Build general awareness targeting at least one of the following audiences and subject areas: residents,
landscapers, property managers/owners, school-age children, and businesses (including home-based
and mobile); LID principles and LID BMPs; and stormwater treatment and flow control BMPs/facilities.

• To effect behavior change targeting the following audiences and BMPs for the general public,
(which may include school age children), and businesses (including home based and mobile businesses)
use and storage of automotive chemicals, hazardous cleaning supplies, carwash soaps, and other
hazardous materials; equipment maintenance; and prevention of illicit discharges.

• To effect behavior change targeting the following audiences and BMPs for residents, landscapers and
property managers/owners: yard care techniques protective of water quality; use and storage of
pesticides and fertilizers and other household chemicals; carpet cleaning and auto repair and maintenance;
vehicle, equipment, and home/building maintenance; pet waste management and disposal; LID principles
and LID BMPs; stormwater facility maintenance; and dumpster and trash compactor maintenance.

• Create stewardship opportunities and/or partner with existing organizations to encourage residents to
participate in activities such as stream teams, storm drain marking, volunteer monitoring, riparian
plantings and education activities.

11.2 Permit Compliance Actions and Activities

Pierce County Compliance has established the following components to comply with the Education and Outreach 
section of the Permit:

√ Implementation or participation in an education and outreach program to build general awareness
and effect behavior change (S5.C.11.a.)

√ Creation of stewardship opportunities and/or partner with existing organizations to encourage
resident participation (S5.C.11.b.)
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Pierce County has an education and outreach program aimed at multiple audiences.  The goals of which are to increase 
awareness about stormwater impacts, effect behavior change, and encourage resident participation. Outreach and 
Communications staff coordinate with other regional efforts to improve effectiveness of implemented programs. 
Please refer to additional education and outreach program details provided in the matrix spreadsheet, Appendix P.

The following describes continuing 2020 education and outreach programs: 

• Promotion of the Puget Sound Starts Here campaign aimed at the impacts of stormwater on surface
waters (Building Awareness).

• Environmental education programs for school age children introducing curriculum and community service
projects related to stormwater impacts on surface waters, the impacts of impervious surfaces and illicit
discharges and low impact development (Building Awareness, Behavior Change).

• Providing free workshops for residents on topics such as edible gardens, sustainable living, and composting
(Building Awareness, Behavior Change).

• Maintenance of the Let the Rain Soak In program via webpage and publications to provide information
concerning installing simple retrofits and reducing impervious surfaces to limit runoff from residential
properties (Building Awareness, Behavior Change).

• Implementation of permit-required illicit discharge detection and elimination program (Building Awareness,
Behavior Change).

• Partnership with Pierce Conservation District to identify neighborhoods appropriate for the installation of storm
drain markers by volunteers (Building Awareness, Behavior Change, Stewardship).

• Inspection of more than 1,000 private and public stormwater facilities annually (Building Awareness,
Behavior Change).

• Promotion of household hazardous waste alternatives through programs implemented by Pierce County
Sustainable Resources (Building Awareness, Behavior Change).

• Implementation of the Don’t Drip and Drive Program (Building Awareness, Behavior Change, Stewardship).

• Development of Natural Yard Care outreach strategies, technical support, and training with City of Tacoma,
Tacoma Public Utilities, and WSU (Building Awareness, Behavior Change, Stewardship).

• Implementation of a neighborhood pet waste station program (Building Awareness, Behavior Change,
Stewardship).

• Implementation of a tree workshop and sale program with City of Tacoma and Pierce Conservation District
(Building Awareness, Behavior Change, Stewardship).

• Maintenance of a fish-friendly car wash webpage for residents of Pierce County (Building Awareness,
Behavior Change).

• Implementation of water quality monitoring program (Building Awareness, Behavior Change).
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• Participation in four watershed councils (Puyallup River, Nisqually River, Chambers-Clover Creek,
Key Peninsula-Gig Harbor-Islands) to provide a public forum for watershed-based issues
(Building Awareness, Behavior Change).

• Implementation of a solid waste dumpster maintenance program and a moss removal program to reduce
stormwater pollution (Building Awareness, Behavior Change).

• Partnered with local conversation district to hold rain barrel workshops for residents (Building Awareness,
Behavior Change).

√ Measuring the understanding and adoption of the targeted behaviors. (S5.C.10.c.)

Pierce County is in the process of implementing the following elements of the Don’t Drip and Drive program:

• Spanish language outreach

• Expanded repair shop partnerships to include quick lube shops, who will detect leaks and provide customers
with program resources to fix leaks

• Improved event format to advertise events widely allowing drivers who suspect they have a leak to attend the events.

• Expanded advertising to multiple advertising formats using successful messaging.

• Expanded workshops to Pierce, Snohomish and Thurston counties.

Page Intentionally Left Blank
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12.0 COMPLIANCE WITH TOTAL MAXIMUM DAILY LOAD REQUIREMENTS (S7) 

12.1 Summary of Permit Requirements

The Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) Permit section requirements apply when EPA approval of TMDLs for 
stormwater discharges from the County MS4 occur on or before the issuance date of the Permit (or prior 
to the date that Ecology issues coverage under the Permit, whichever is later). The minimum performance 
measures include the following components:

• For applicable TMDLs listed in Appendix 2, Pierce County shall comply with the specific
requirements identified in Appendix 2. The County shall keep records of all actions required
by the Permit relevant to applicable TMDLs within its jurisdiction. The status of the TMDL
implementation includes annual report submittals. Each annual report shall include a summary
of relevant SWMP and Appendix 2 activities conducted in the TMDL area to address the applicable
TMDL parameter(s).

12.2 Permit Compliance Actions and Activities

Pierce County has established the following components which comply with the TMDL section of 
the Permit:

√ Compliance with specific requirements for applicable TMDLs listed in Appendix 2. (S7.A)

The 2018 Annual Report provides a summary of Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) activities conducted 
and associated parameters of concern (including those actions required by S7.A, Appendix 2). The required 
actions included high priority field screening for the following TMDL areas:

• Puyallup River– Swan Creek, Salmon Creek, Alderton Creek, and Upper Deer Creek

• South Prairie Creek – Tributary 1 upstream of SR162; and upstream of SR162 along Spiketon Road,
Mundy Loss Road and Spiketon Ditch Road

• Nisqually River – Ohop Creek and Lynch Creek

In summary, the completion of all Appendix 2-required high priority field screening involved a combination 
of 1) IDDE Watershed Field Screening, and 2) Maintenance & Operations Stormwater Catch Basin/Inlet Field 
Screening per Pierce County’s SWM 2016 IDDE Field Screening Procedures. Additional TMDL-relevant field 
screening utilizing these two methodologies continues through the permit period. 

√ Provide status of TMDL implementation and summary of relevant SWMP
and Appendix 2 (S7.A) activities.

On June 30, 2015 Pierce County and Ecology entered into a Dispute Resolution Agreement (DRA) to guide 
the development of the Clarks Creek Restoration Plan (TMDL Implementation Plan). The DRA directs the 
Plan to include: capital stormwater projects, enhanced inspection and maintenance procedures, and an 
advanced street sweeping program along with a pollutant load reduction crediting system designed to track 
compliance with the assigned sediment and dissolved oxygen Waste Load Allocations (WLA). The
Plan includes both capital projects and programmatic actions specifically aimed at reducing sediment loads, 
and improving dissolved oxygen deficits by treating previously untreated stormwater originating in the 
Clarks Creek. 
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The County’s Plan received final approval from Ecology on July 15, 2019 however its future 
implementation depends on biennial appropriations from the County Council and the successful 
procurement of other grant-based funding. The Plan also includes a comprehensive 5-Year reassessment 
monitoring and modeling program and an Adaptive Implementation system aimed at reexamining the 
program’s metrics at the five-year milestone. 

At the end of 2017, Ecology announced a cooperative approach for developing an Alternative Water 
Quality Implementation Plan for Clover Creek which is listed as a 303d impaired waterbody for 
temperature, dissolved oxygen and fecal coliform. Pierce County began the planning and coordination 
with other stakeholders in early 2018. The County, its stakeholders (the City of Lakewood, Joint Base 
Lewis McChord, Tacoma Pierce County Health Department, the Pierce Conservation District) and Ecology 
continue to meet  in order to develop the Plan’s content and its implementation strategy  for meeting 
Clover Creek’s water quality standards. The County’s draft Alternative Plan is scheduled to be submitted 
to Ecology by August 2020. 

In 2017, Pierce County worked closely with Ecology through the Policy 1-11 Review and Public Workshop 
process. This included the submittal of comments and recommendations for Ecology’s consideration. 

Page Intentionally Left Blank
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13.0 MONITORING AND ASSESSMENT (S8) 

13.1 Summary of Permit Requirements
Provide, in each annual report, a description of any stormwater monitoring or stormwater-related studies 
conducted by the County during the reporting period. This requirement does not apply any monitoring, 
studies, or analyses conducted as part of the Regional Stormwater Monitoring Program (RSMP).

Choose no later than December 31, 2019, one of two options for regional status and trends monitoring that 
the County decides to carry out during this permit cycle: Option #1, make annual payments into a collective 
fund to implement RSMP small streams and marine near shore status and trends monitoring in Puget 
Sound; or (2) conduct stormwater discharge monitoring per requirements in S8.C.

Choose no later than December 31, 2019, one of three options for effectiveness studies monitoring that 
the County decides to carry out during this permit cycle: (1) pay into a collective fund to implement RSMP 
effectiveness studies; (2) conduct stormwater discharge effectiveness monitoring in accordance with 
Appendix 9 and S8.C. or (3) both pay into a collective fund to implement RSMP effectiveness studies and 
independently conduct an effectiveness study that is not expected to be undertaken as part of the RSMP.

13.2 Permit Compliance Actions and Activities

√ Regional Status and Trends Monitoring (S8.A)

During 2019, Pierce County elected Option 1 under Permit Section S8.A.2 and will pay into the collective 
fund for status and trends monitoring.  Pierce County will continue to pay $66,242 into the collective fund 
during 2020.   

√ Management Program Effectiveness and Source Identification Studies (S8.B)

During 2019, Pierce County elected Option 1 under Permit Section S8.B.1 and will pay into the collective 
fund for status and trends monitoring.  Pierce County will continue to pay $121,059 into the collective fund 
during 2020.   
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Chapter 11.05 
ILLICIT STORMWATER DISCHARGES  

Sections: 

11.05.010    Purpose. 

11.05.020    Authority. 

11.05.030    Definitions.  

11.05.040    Stormwater Discharges.  

11.05.050    Stormwater Management and Site Development Manual.  

11.05.060    Administration. 

11.05.080    Enforcement. 

11.05.090    Penalties.  

11.05.100    Records Retention. 

11.05.110    Construction – Intent. 

11.05.120    Severability. 

11.05.010 Purpose. 

The purpose of this Chapter is to protect Pierce County's surface and ground water quality by providing 

minimum requirements for reducing and controlling the discharge of pollutants to stormwater conveyance 

systems owned and maintained by Pierce County. The County recognizes that water quality degradation 

can result either directly from one discharge or through the collective impact of many small discharges. 

Therefore, this Chapter prohibits the discharge of pollutants into drainage facilities and outlines preventive 

measures to restrict pollutants from entering such facilities. These measures include the implementation 

of Best Management Practices (BMPs) by the property owners of Pierce County. 

The County finds this Chapter is necessary to protect the health, safety, and welfare of the residents of 

Pierce County and the integrity of the County's water resources for the benefit of all by: minimizing or 

eliminating water quality degradation; preserving and enhancing the suitability of waters for recreation, 

fishing, and other beneficial uses; and preserving and enhancing the aesthetic quality and biotic integrity 

of the water. 

Implementation of this Chapter is required under the Federal Clean Water Act, 33 U.S.C. 1251 et seq. In 

meeting the intent of the Clean Water Act by these provisions, the County also recognizes the importance 

of maintaining economic viability while providing necessary environmental protection. 

(Ord. 2010-106s § 1 (part), 2011; Ord. 2008-59s § 1 (part), 2008; Ord. 96-47 § 1 (part), 1997) 

 

 

 

http://www.codepublishing.com/WA/PierceCounty/#!/html/PierceCounty11/PierceCounty1105.html#11.05.010
http://www.codepublishing.com/WA/PierceCounty/#!/html/PierceCounty11/PierceCounty1105.html#11.05.020
http://www.codepublishing.com/WA/PierceCounty/#!/html/PierceCounty11/PierceCounty1105.html#11.05.030
http://www.codepublishing.com/WA/PierceCounty/#!/html/PierceCounty11/PierceCounty1105.html#11.05.040
http://www.codepublishing.com/WA/PierceCounty/#!/html/PierceCounty11/PierceCounty1105.html#11.05.050
http://www.codepublishing.com/WA/PierceCounty/#!/html/PierceCounty11/PierceCounty1105.html#11.05.060
http://www.codepublishing.com/WA/PierceCounty/#!/html/PierceCounty11/PierceCounty1105.html#11.05.080
http://www.codepublishing.com/WA/PierceCounty/#!/html/PierceCounty11/PierceCounty1105.html#11.05.090
http://www.codepublishing.com/WA/PierceCounty/#!/html/PierceCounty11/PierceCounty1105.html#11.05.100
http://www.codepublishing.com/WA/PierceCounty/#!/html/PierceCounty11/PierceCounty1105.html#11.05.110
http://www.codepublishing.com/WA/PierceCounty/#!/html/PierceCounty11/PierceCounty1105.html#11.05.120
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/33
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/33/1251
http://councilonline.co.pierce.wa.us/councilonline/proposal/proposal.htm?proposal_num=2010-106s
http://councilonline.co.pierce.wa.us/councilonline/proposal/proposal.htm?proposal_num=2008-59s
http://councilonline.co.pierce.wa.us/councilonline/proposal/proposal.htm?proposal_num=96-47
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11.05.020 Authority. 

Under the provisions of the Federal Clean Water Act, 33 U.S.C. 1251 et seq., Pierce County is required to 

establish rules and regulations to control the discharge of pollutants into Pierce County's separate storm 

sewer system and to prevent and control the impacts of runoff. The County recognizes that clean water 

enhances the quality of life and has long-term economic benefits. The County intends to protect 

environmentally-sensitive areas, and the public benefits derived from clean water, and to implement the 

goals of the Clean Water Act, the state Water Pollution Control Act (Chapter 90.48 RCW), the Puget 

Sound Water Quality Protection Act (Chapter 90.71 RCW), the Growth Management Act (Chapter 36.70A 

RCW), and the County's Comprehensive Plan. Because water quality issues cannot be resolved by 

independent jurisdictions, the County Council requests that the County Executive work on these issues 

on a regional basis. The County also recognizes that by enacting this Chapter, the County will avoid the 

severe financial penalties established in the Clean Water Act. (Ord. 2010-106s § 1 (part), 2011; Ord. 

2008-59s § 1 (part), 2008; Ord. 96-47 § 1 (part), 1997) 

11.05.030 Definitions. Revised 6/15 

The following definitions shall apply in the interpretation and enforcement of this Chapter: 

A.    "Act" means the Federal Clean Water Act, 33 U.S.C. 1251, et seq, as amended. 

B.    "Best Management Practices" or "BMPs" mean the best available and reasonable physical, 

structural, managerial, or behavioral activities, that when used singly, or in combination, eliminate or 

reduce the contamination of surface and/or ground waters of the County. 

C.    "Chapter" means this Chapter. 

D.    "Clean Water Act" means 33 U.S.C. 1251 et. seq., as amended. 

E.    "County" shall mean Pierce County, Washington, or as indicated by the context, County Executive, 

Director, or authorized designee. 

F.    "Dangerous Waste" means any solid, liquid, or mixed waste defined according to WAC 173-303-080 

through -110, as amended. 

G.    "Director" means the Director of the Pierce County Public Works Department or any duly authorized 

representatives of the Director. 

H.    "Discharge" means to throw, drain, release, dump, spill, empty, emit, or pour forth any matter or to 

cause or allow matter to flow, run, or seep from land to be thrown, drained, released, dumped, spilled, 

emptied, emitted, or poured into water. 

I.    "Drainage Facility" means the system that collects, conveys, and stores surface and stormwater 

runoff. Drainage facilities shall include, but not be limited to, all surface and stormwater conveyance and 

containment facilities owned or operated by Pierce County included pipelines, channels, ditches, 

infiltration facilities, retention/detention facilities, erosion/sedimentation control facilities, and other 

drainage structures and appurtenances, and natural systems including rivers, streams, swamps, lakes, 

http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/33
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/33/1251
http://www.codepublishing.com/cgi-bin/rcw.pl?cite=90.48
http://www.codepublishing.com/cgi-bin/rcw.pl?cite=90.71
http://www.codepublishing.com/cgi-bin/rcw.pl?cite=36.70A
http://councilonline.co.pierce.wa.us/councilonline/proposal/proposal.htm?proposal_num=2010-106s
http://councilonline.co.pierce.wa.us/councilonline/proposal/proposal.htm?proposal_num=2008-59s
http://councilonline.co.pierce.wa.us/councilonline/proposal/proposal.htm?proposal_num=96-47
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/33
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/33/1251
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/33
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/33/1251
http://www.codepublishing.com/cgi-bin/wac.pl?cite=173-303-080
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wetlands, marine waters, closed depressions, and groundwater flooding areas within unincorporated 

Pierce County. 

J.    "Ecology" means the Washington State Department of Ecology. 

K.    "Farm Management Plan" means a comprehensive site-specific plan developed by the farm owner in 

cooperation with the Pierce County Conservation District and the Conservation Districts of the State of 

Washington, that takes into consideration the land owner's objectives while protecting water quality and 

related natural resources. 

L.    "Forest Practices" means any activity conducted on or directly pertaining to forest land and relating to 

growing, harvesting, or processing timber, as defined in Chapter 222-16 of the Washington Administrative 

Code. 

M.    "Ground Water" means all waters that exist beneath the land surface or beneath the bed of any 

stream, lake, or reservoir, or other body of surface water, whatever may be the geological formation or 

structure in which such water stands or flows, percolates, or otherwise moves. 

N.    "Hazardous material" means any material potentially harmful to life and/or property. 

O.    "Illicit Discharge" means the discharges defined by Section 11.05.040. 

P.    "May"/"Shall" -- "May" is permissive, "Shall" is mandatory. 

Q.    "Manual" means the current Pierce County Stormwater Management and Site Development Manual. 

R.    "National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System" or "NPDES" means the national program for 

controlling pollutants from non-point and point source discharges directly into waters of the United States 

under the Clean Water Act. 

S.    "National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Permit" means an authorization, license, or 

equivalent control document issued by the Environmental Protection Agency or the Washington State 

Department of Ecology to implement the requirements of the NPDES program. 

T.    "Owner of Record" means a property owner, as reflected in the public title records. 

U.    "Person" means an individual, their agents or assigns; municipality; political subdivision; government 

agency; partnership; corporation; business; or any other entity. 

V.    "Pierce County Stormwater Management and Site Development Manual" means the latest version of 

the manual describing design, maintenance, best management practices, procedures, guidance for 

stormwater systems for new development and redevelopment, and guidance for preventing or treating 

pollutants in stormwater, to be utilized by businesses, industries and private residences, which has been 

approved by the Pierce County Council. 

W.    "Pollutant/Pollution" means such contamination, or other alteration of the physical, chemical, or 

biological properties, of any waters of the County, State or United States, including change in 

temperature, taste, color turbidity, or odor of the waters, or such discharge of any liquid, gaseous, solid, 

radioactive, or other substance into any waters as will or is likely to create a nuisance or render such 

waters harmful, detrimental, or injurious to the public health, safety, or welfare, or to domestic, 

http://www.codepublishing.com/cgi-bin/wac.pl?cite=222-16
http://www.codepublishing.com/WA/PierceCounty/#!/html/PierceCounty11/PierceCounty1105.html#11.05.040
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commercial, industrial, agricultural, recreational, or other legitimate beneficial uses, or to livestock, wild 

animals, birds, fish, or other aquatic life. 

X.    "Sewage" means water-carried human waste or a combination of water-carried wastes from 

residences, business buildings, institutions, and industrial establishments, together with such ground, 

surface, storm, or other waters that may inadvertently enter the sanitary sewer system. 

Y.    "Shall"/"May" -- "Shall" is mandatory; "May" is permissive. 

Z.    "Source Control" means a BMP intended to prevent pollutants from entering surface and storm water 

and/or ground water including the modification of processes to eliminate the production or use of 

pollutants. Source control BMPs can be either structural or non-structural. Structural source control BMPs 

involve the construction of a physical structure on site, or other type of physical modification to a site; for 

example, building a covered storage area. A non-structural source control BMP involves the modification 

or addition of managerial or behavioral practices; for example, using less toxic alternatives to current 

products or sweeping vehicle parking lots. 

AA.    "State", when used as a noun, means the State of Washington. 

BB.    "State Waste Discharge Permit" means an authorization, license, or equivalent control document 

issued by the Washington State Department of Ecology in accordance with Chapter 173-216 of the 

Washington Administrative Code. 

CC.    "Surface and Stormwater" means water originating from rainfall and other precipitation that is found 

in drainage facilities, rivers, streams, springs, seeps, ponds, lakes, and wetlands, as well as shallow 

ground water. 

DD.    "Treatment" means the reduction or elimination of pollutants in stormwater prior to or in lieu of 

discharging or otherwise introducing such pollutants into the stormwater system. 

EE.    "Treatment BMP" means a BMP intended to remove pollutants once they are already contained in 

stormwater. Examples of treatment BMPs include: oil/water separators, biofiltration swales, and wet-

settling basins. 

FF.    "Toxic Pollutants" means those pollutants, or combination of pollutants, including disease-causing 

agents, which after discharge and upon exposure, ingestion, inhalation, or assimilation into any organism 

either directly from the environment or indirectly by ingestion through food chains, will, on the basis of 

information available to the Director, cause death, disease, behavioral abnormalities, cancer, genetic 

mutations, physiological malfunctions (including reproductive malfunctions), or physical deformations in 

such organisms or their offsprings. 
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GG.    "Waters of the State/Waters of the United States" means: 

1.    All waters which are currently used, were used in the past, or may be susceptible to use in interstate 

or foreign commerce, including all waters which are subject to the ebb and flow of the tide; 

2.    All interstate waters, including interstate wetlands; 

3.    All other waters such as intrastate lakes, rivers, streams (including intermittent streams), mud flats, 

sand flats, wetlands, sloughs, prairie potholes, wet meadows, playa lakes, or natural ponds the use, 

degradation, or destruction of which would affect interstate or foreign commerce, including any such 

waters: 

a.    Which are or could be used by interstate or foreign travelers for recreational or other purposes; 

b.    From which fish or shellfish are or could be taken and sold in interstate or foreign commerce; or 

c.    Which are used or could be used for industrial purposes by industries in interstate commerce; 

4.    All impoundments of waters otherwise defined as waters of the United States under this definition; 

5.    Tributaries of waters identified in paragraphs 1. through 6. of this definition; 

6.    The territorial sea; 

7.    Wetlands adjacent to waters (other than waters that are themselves wetlands) identified in 

paragraphs 1. through 6. of this definition; 

8.    Waste treatment systems, including treatment ponds or lagoons designed to meet the requirements 

of the Clean Water Act (other than cooling ponds as defined in 40 CFR 423.11(m) which also meet the 

criteria of this definition), are not waters of the United States; 

9.    The following guidelines can also help determine the status of a particular drainage conveyance: 

a.    If flow is year-round and of natural origin, it is a Water of the United States. 

b.    If the flow is intermittent but flows seasonally (not just during storm events), it is a Water of the 

United States. 

c.    If Federal or State in-stream water quality standards apply, it is a Water of the United States. 

d.    Naturally occurring drainage ditches are considered tributaries thereof to Waters of the United 

States. 

10.    Waters of the State shall include lakes, rivers, ponds, streams, inland waters, underground waters, 

salt waters and all other surface waters and watercourses within the jurisdiction of the state of 

Washington. 

(Ord. 2015-25s § 2 (part), 2015; Ord. 2010-106s § 1 (part), 2011; Ord. 2008-59s § 1 (part), 2008; Ord. 96-

47 § 1 (part), 1997) 

 

 

 

 

http://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/40
http://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/40/423.11
http://councilonline.co.pierce.wa.us/councilonline/proposal/proposal.htm?proposal_num=2015-25s
http://councilonline.co.pierce.wa.us/councilonline/proposal/proposal.htm?proposal_num=2010-106s
http://councilonline.co.pierce.wa.us/councilonline/proposal/proposal.htm?proposal_num=2008-59s
http://councilonline.co.pierce.wa.us/councilonline/proposal/proposal.htm?proposal_num=96-47
http://councilonline.co.pierce.wa.us/councilonline/proposal/proposal.htm?proposal_num=96-47
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11.05.040 Stormwater Discharges. Revised 6/15 

A.    Illicit discharges. It is unlawful for any person to discharge any pollutants into drainage facilities. 

Pollutants include, but are not limited, to the following: 

 1.    trash or debris; 

 2.    solid waste; 

 3.    construction materials; 

 4.    petroleum products including but not limited to oil, gasoline, grease, fuel oil, heating oil; 

 5.    antifreeze and other automotive products; 

 6.    fixed and mobile vehicle washes, including home car washing; 

 7.    metals in either particulate or dissolved form, in excess of naturally occurring amounts; 

 8.    flammable or explosive materials; 

 9.    radioactive materials; 

10.    batteries; 

11.    acids, alkalis, or bases; 

12.    paints, stains, resins, lacquers, or varnishes; 

13.    degreasers and/or solvents; 

14.    drain cleaners; 

15.    commercial and household cleaning materials; 

16.    carpet cleaning wastes; 

17.    pesticides, herbicides, or fertilizers; 

18.    steam cleaning wastes; 

19.    laundry waste; 

20.    soaps, detergents, or ammonia; 

21.    swimming pool backwash (diatomaceous earth); 

22.    chlorine, bromine, and other disinfectants; 

23.    heated water; 

24.    chlorinated swimming pool or hot tub water greater than 0.1 ppm chlorine; 

25.    human and animal wastes; 

26.    domestic or sanitary sewage; 

27.    recreational vehicle waste; 

28.    animal carcasses; 

29.    food and food wastes; 

30.    yard waste; 

31.    bark and other fibrous materials; does not include large woody debris (LWD) in approved restoration   

projects; 

32.    collected lawn clippings, leaves, or branches; 
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33.    wastes associated with building construction; 

34.    concrete and concrete by-products; 

35.    silt, sediment, including dirt, sand, and gravel; 

36.    dyes and ink (except as stated in subsection C.1. of this Section); 

37.    chemicals, not normally found in uncontaminated water; 

38.    runoff from lawn/landscaping watering; 

39.    practice firefighting activities; 

40.    any hazardous material or waste not listed above. 

B.    Illicit Connections. Any connection identified by the Director that could convey anything not 

composed entirely of surface and stormwater directly into drainage facilities is considered an illicit 

connection and is prohibited with the following exceptions: connections conveying allowable discharges, 

or connections conveying discharges pursuant to an NPDES permit or a State Waste Discharge Permit. 

When the Director has reason to believe that an illicit connection is resulting in an illicit discharge, the 

Director may sample and analyze the discharge and recover the costs from a person in an enforcement 

proceeding. When the discharge is likely to contain illicit discharges on a recurring basis, the Director may 

conduct, or may require the person to conduct ongoing monitoring (including sampling and testing) at the 

person's expense. Illicit connections must be removed or obtain permits at the discretion of the Director. 

C.    Requirements for Discharges and Land Uses. For all existing discharges that drain directly or 

indirectly to a drainage facility, persons shall implement and maintain non-structural and, if necessary, 

structural BMP's, to comply with Pierce County's Municipal NPDES permit requirements and this Chapter. 

Non-structural BMP's shall include, but not be limited to, maintenance and housekeeping practices, 

sweeping of parking lots, storing oil barrels and other contaminant sources out of the rain, covering 

material stockpiles, and proper use and storage of hazardous materials. Structural BMP's include, but 

shall not be limited to, constructed facilities such as detention tanks, wet ponds, oil/water separators, 

grassed swales, roofing and berms for container storage areas, and revised piping systems. 

All commercial and industrial facilities with a potential to pollute shall take measures to prevent spills or 

other accidental introduction of illicit discharges into a drainage facility. Such measures shall include: 

1.    Establishment and implementation of plans and procedures to prevent spills and accidental releases 

of materials that may contaminate stormwater; 

2.    Implementation of procedures for immediate containment and other appropriate action regarding 

spills and other accidental releases to prevent contamination of stormwater; 

3.    Provision of necessary containment and response equipment on-site, and training of personnel 

regarding the procedures and equipment to be used. 

The provisions of this subsection may be satisfied by a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan prepared in 

compliance with a NPDES industrial stormwater permit for the site. The persons shall make the plan and 

procedures required by this subsection available to the Director when requested. 
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A person must, at the earliest possible time, but in any case within 24 hours of discovery, report to the 

Director a spill, release, dumping, or other situation that has contributed or is likely to contribute pollutants 

into waters discharged to a drainage facility. This reporting requirement is in addition to, and not instead 

of, any other reporting requirements under federal, state, or local laws. 

D.    Allowable Discharges. The following types of discharges shall not be considered illicit discharges 

for the purpose of this Chapter unless the Director determines that the type of discharge, whether singly 

or in combination with others, is causing significant contamination of drainage facilities and is causing or 

contributing to a violation of the County's NPDES stormwater permit: 

1.    potable water; 

2.    potable water line flushing, provided the water is not chlorinated in excess of 0.1 ppm total chlorine 

and will have no detectable total chlorine residual upon reaching waters of the State or United States; 

3.    uncontaminated water from crawl space pumps or footing drains; 

4.    dechlorinated swimming pool water; however, Pierce County Surface Water Management must be 

notified in advance to ensure release is not in excess of drainage system capacity; 

5.    materials placed as part of a County approved habitat restoration or bank stabilization project; 

6.    natural uncontaminated surface water or ground water; 

7.    flows from riparian habitats and wetlands; and 

8.    other uncontaminated water as determined by the Director. 

When BMPs are outlined for these activities in the Manual, said BMPs, or BMPs of equivalent 

effectiveness, shall be followed. 

E.    Exceptions to Illicit Discharges. 

1.    Dye testing is allowable but requires verbal notification to the Pierce County Public Works Storm 

Drainage and Surface Water Management Utility at least one working day prior to the date of the test. 

The Tacoma-Pierce County Health Department is exempt from this requirement. 

2.    If a person can demonstrate that there are no additional pollutants being discharged from the site 

above the background conditions of the water entering the site, that person shall not be in violation of 

subsection A. of this Section. 

3.    Emergency response activities or other actions that must be undertaken immediately or within a time 

too short to allow full compliance with this Chapter to avoid an imminent threat to public health or safety, 

shall be exempt from this Section. The person responsible for emergency response activities should take 

steps to ensure that the discharges resulting from such activities are minimized to the greatest extent 

possible. In addition, the person shall evaluate BMPs and the site plan, where applicable, to prevent 

reoccurrence. 

(Ord. 2015-25s § 2 (part), 2015; Ord. 2010-106s § 1 (part), 2011; Ord. 2008-59s § 1 (part), 2008; Ord. 96-

47 § 1 (part), 1997) 

http://councilonline.co.pierce.wa.us/councilonline/proposal/proposal.htm?proposal_num=2015-25s
http://councilonline.co.pierce.wa.us/councilonline/proposal/proposal.htm?proposal_num=2010-106s
http://councilonline.co.pierce.wa.us/councilonline/proposal/proposal.htm?proposal_num=2008-59s
http://councilonline.co.pierce.wa.us/councilonline/proposal/proposal.htm?proposal_num=96-47
http://councilonline.co.pierce.wa.us/councilonline/proposal/proposal.htm?proposal_num=96-47
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11.05.050 Stormwater Management and Site Development Manual. Revised 6/15 

A.    General. The Pierce County Stormwater Management and Site Development Manual contains 

requirements and guidelines to assist persons discharging into municipal drainage systems to stay in 

compliance with this Chapter. The Manual shall present best management practices, procedures and 

guidance for existing facilities and activities and for new development activities. The Manual is available 

for inspection and sale through Pierce County Public Works. In addition, the Pierce County Public Works 

Storm Drainage and Surface Water Management Utility will provide, upon reasonable request, available 

technical assistance materials and information, and information on outside financial assistance options to 

persons required to comply with this Chapter. 

B.    Exemptions. Persons implementing BMPs through other federal, state, or local programs will not be 

required to implement the BMPs prescribed in the Manual, unless the Director determines that the 

alternative BMPs are ineffective in reducing the discharge of pollutants. If another program requires the 

development of a plan, the person shall make their plan available to Pierce County Public Works Storm 

Drainage and Surface Water Management Utility upon request. Persons who qualify for exemptions 

include, but are not limited to, those: 

1.    Required to obtain or permitted under a general or individual NPDES permit for stormwater 

discharges from the Washington State Department of Ecology or Environmental Protection Agency; 

2.    Implementing and maintaining, as scheduled, a farm management plan approved by a Conservation 

District; 

3.    Engaged in forest practices, with the exception of Class IV, and Class IVA Special general forest 

practices. This Section will apply to Class IV general forest practices on lands platted after January 1, 

1960, or on lands being converted to another use, or where the activity is taking place in areas 

designated by the Washington State Department of Natural Resources as lands with a likelihood of future 

conversion. 

(Ord. 2015-25s § 2 (part), 2015; Ord. 2008-59s § 1 (part), 2008; Ord. 96-47 § 1 (part), 1997) 

11.05.060 Administration. 

A.    General. The Director is authorized to implement and enforce the provisions of this Chapter. The 

Director will coordinate the implementation and enforcement of this Chapter with other departments of 

Pierce County government. 

B.    Treatment BMPs. In the event that a person discharges stormwater into a Municipal Drainage 

Facility that is not of a quality that complies with County, State, and Federal technology-based 

requirements, or where determined necessary, water quality-based requirements, the person shall 

provide necessary source control/stormwater treatment BMPs as required to comply with these 

requirements. The Manual shall be used to select acceptable technologies. Any facility required to treat 

stormwater to an acceptable level shall be provided and shall be properly operated and maintained at the 

http://councilonline.co.pierce.wa.us/councilonline/proposal/proposal.htm?proposal_num=2015-25s
http://councilonline.co.pierce.wa.us/councilonline/proposal/proposal.htm?proposal_num=2008-59s
http://councilonline.co.pierce.wa.us/councilonline/proposal/proposal.htm?proposal_num=96-47


Page 10 of 14 

 

user's expense. Detailed engineering plans and specifications showing the treatment facilities shall be 

submitted to the County for review, and must be acceptable to the County before construction of the 

facility. The person shall obtain all necessary construction/operating permits from the County. Depending 

upon size and complexity of the treatment facility, the County may find it necessary to require that the 

facility be run by a qualified operator. Necessary qualifications shall be determined by the County in each 

individual case. The review of such plans shall in no way relieve the person from the responsibility of 

modifying its facility as necessary to produce a stormwater effluent acceptable to the County under the 

provisions of this Chapter. Upon completion of the treatment facility, the person shall furnish its 

operations and maintenance procedures to the County for review and approval. Any subsequent 

significant changes in the treatment facilities or operation and maintenance procedures shall be reported 

to and be accepted by the County prior to the person's initiation of the changes. 

C.    Inspection and Sampling. The County may inspect the facilities of any person to determine 

compliance with the requirements of these regulations. The person shall allow the County to enter upon 

the premises of the person at all reasonable hours for the purposes of inspection, sampling, or records 

examination. The County shall have the right to inspect and copy any of the person's records that are 

required by, or that relate to, compliance with the terms and conditions of these regulations. The County 

shall have the right to set up on the person's property such devices as are necessary to conduct 

sampling, inspection, compliance monitoring, and/or metering operations. 

D.    Confidential Information. Information and data furnished to the County with respect to the nature 

and frequency of discharge into the stormwater system shall be available to the public or to other 

governmental agencies without restriction unless the person specifically requests and is able to 

demonstrate to the satisfaction of the Director that the release of such information would divulge 

information, processes, or methods of production entitled to protection as trade secrets or proprietary 

information of the person. When requested by a person furnishing a report, the portions of a report or 

other information which may disclose trade secrets or secret processes shall not be made available for 

inspection by the public but shall be made available upon written request to governmental agencies for 

uses related to these regulations, NPDES Permit and/or other programs as amended; however such 

portions of a report or other information shall be available for use by the County, the State, or any other 

public agency in enforcement proceedings involving the person furnishing the report. The constituents 

and characteristics of the stormwater will not be recognized as confidential information. Information 

accepted by the County as confidential shall not be transmitted to any governmental agency or to the 

general public by the Director until and unless a ten day notification is given to the person. 

(Ord. 2008-59s § 1 (part), 2008; Ord. 96-47 § 1 (part), 1997) 

 

 

http://councilonline.co.pierce.wa.us/councilonline/proposal/proposal.htm?proposal_num=2008-59s
http://councilonline.co.pierce.wa.us/councilonline/proposal/proposal.htm?proposal_num=96-47
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11.05.080 Enforcement. 

A.    Authorization. The Director is authorized to enforce this Chapter and any permit, order or approval 

issued pursuant to this Chapter, against any violation or threatened violation thereof. Violations of this 

Chapter shall constitute a public nuisance. The Director is authorized to take enforcement actions against 

persons responsible for illicit discharges and connections, as well as dumping as described in this 

Chapter. 

B.    Compliance. The Director shall attain compliance with this Chapter by requiring the implementation 

of BMPs and maintenance of BMPs. The Director shall initially rely on education and informational 

assistance to gain compliance with this Chapter, unless the Director determines a violation poses a 

hazard to public health, safety, or welfare, endangers any property, or adversely affects the safety and 

operation of County right-of-way, utilities and/or other property owned or maintained by the County, that 

should be addressed through immediate penalties. The Director may demand immediate cessation of 

discharges and assess penalties for violations that are an imminent or substantial danger to the health or 

welfare of persons or danger to the environment. 

(Ord. 2008-59s § 1 (part), 2008; Ord. 96-47 § 1 (part), 1997) 

11.05.090 Penalties. Revised 6/15 

A.    Enforcement Actions. The County shall be responsible for enforcing this Title. The County is 

authorized to issue violation notices, orders, levy fines, recover costs, issue notices of civil infraction, 

and/or institute both civil and criminal actions in the court. Recourse to any single remedy shall not 

preclude recourse to any other remedies available to the County. 

B.    Notice and Order to Correct. The County is authorized to issue a Notice of Violation and Order to 

Correct for violations of this Chapter to the individuals who own or maintain the property where the 

violation occurred. The order shall include the following: 

1.    Description of Violation. The Notice of Violation and Order to Correct shall describe the violation 

and shall order appropriate corrective action(s) to be taken within a specified time period. 

2.    Compliance. Every order shall require appropriate corrective action(s) to be completed within a 

specified time period. 

3.    Service. The Notice and Order shall be served by any one or combination of the following methods: 

a.    by both first class and certified mail with a return receipt requested; or 

b.    by posting the order in a prominent location on the property where the violation occurred, or 

c.    by personal service. 

4.    Appeals. Appeals of written orders shall proceed according to PCC 1.22.090, Pierce County Hearing 

Examiner Code, as an appeal of an administrative decision. The notice of the appeal shall be submitted 

at the Pierce County Development Center along with payment of the required appeal fee within 14 days 

http://councilonline.co.pierce.wa.us/councilonline/proposal/proposal.htm?proposal_num=2008-59s
http://councilonline.co.pierce.wa.us/councilonline/proposal/proposal.htm?proposal_num=96-47
http://www.codepublishing.com/WA/PierceCounty/#!/html/PierceCounty01/PierceCounty0122.html#1.22.090
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of the date of the order. After hearing said matter, the Examiner shall issue a decision upholding, 

revoking, or modifying the order. 

C.    Civil Infraction. Failure to comply with the terms of a written order shall constitute a class 1 civil 

infraction to be prosecuted in accordance with Chapter 1.16 PCC. Each day that a person fails to comply 

with the terms of a written order issued under this Chapter shall constitute a separate violation. 

D.    Civil Penalty. The provisions of this Section are in addition to and not in lieu of any other penalty, 

sanction or right of action provided by law. The purpose of this penalty is to encourage compliance with 

this Chapter and to obtain redress for ecological, recreational, and economic values lost or damaged due 

to the unlawful action. Any person who fails to obtain a necessary permit for discharge into a drainage 

facility shall be assessed a civil penalty as follows: 

1.    The Director may assess the violator a civil penalty not to exceed $1,000.00 for each violation. Each 

violation or each day of continued unlawful activity shall constitute a separate violation. 

2.    Any person who, through an act of commission or omission, aids in a violation shall be considered to 

have committed the violation for purposes of the civil penalty. 

3.    The penalty provided for in this Section shall be imposed by the Director in writing, either by certified 

mail with return receipt requested or by personal service, to the person incurring the penalty, describing 

the violation with reasonable particularity and ordering appropriate corrective action to be taken within a 

specified time. 

4.    Within 30 days after the notice of penalty is received, the person incurring the penalty may apply in 

writing to the Director for remission or mitigation of such penalty. Upon receipt of the application, the 

Director may remit or mitigate the penalty upon whatever terms is deemed proper to bring about 

compliance with this Chapter. 

5.    Any decision(s) regarding remission or mitigation of the penalties imposed pursuant to this 

subsection may be appealed to the Pierce County Hearing Examiner under Chapter 1.22 PCC as an 

appeal of an administrative decision. The appellant shall submit a notice of appeal at the Pierce County 

Development Center along with payment of the required appeal fee within 14 days of the date of the 

decision. 

6.    If the penalty is not appealed, the violator will have up to 30 days after receipt of notice for payment 

of the penalty, unless a written request is made to the Director and granted for a longer payment period. 

7.    All civil penalties recovered during the enforcement of this Section shall be deposited into a fund of 

the division taking the enforcement action and shall be used for the protection of surface and stormwater 

or groundwater as set forth in this Chapter. 

E.    Recovery of Costs Incurred by the County. Any person violating any of the provisions of this 

Chapter, who discharges or causes a discharge which violates the County's NPDES permit and/or 

produces a deposit or obstruction or causes damage to or impairs a drainage facility, or causes damage 

to physical, chemical, or biological systems, of waters of the State or waters of the United States, shall be 

http://www.codepublishing.com/WA/PierceCounty/#!/html/PierceCounty01/PierceCounty0116.html#1.16
http://www.codepublishing.com/WA/PierceCounty/#!/html/PierceCounty01/PierceCounty0122.html#1.22
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liable to the County for any expense, loss, or damage caused by such violation or discharge, including the 

costs for bringing the County back into compliance with its NPDES permit associated with the violation of 

these regulations, and any fines levied for violations of the County's NPDES permit. 

F.    Appeal Rights of Recovery of Cost Assessments. A Billing Statement issued by the Director or 

designee is appealable within 14 days from the date of the letter. Appeals may be filed by submitting a 

$300.00 appeal fee along with written statement identifying the basis for disputing County claim to the 

Public Works Department. 

G.    Violators Punishable by Fine and Imprisonment. Any person who, without authorization, 

discharges pollutants into a drainage facility, uses an unapproved connection to discharge into a drainage 

facility, submits false information in permitting and reporting requirements, violates the terms and 

conditions of a permit, fails to comply with an order issued by the Director or designee, fails to pay a civil 

penalty or cost recovery assessment, or obstructs or damages a drainage facility shall be deemed guilty 

of a misdemeanor, and shall be punished by fine not to exceed $1,000.00 or by imprisonment not to 

exceed 90 days, or by both such a fine and imprisonment. Each person found guilty of a violation shall be 

deemed guilty of a separate offense for every day during any portion of which the violation is committed, 

continued, or permitted by such person and shall be punishable as provided for in this Chapter. Any 

person who, through an act of commission or omission, procures, aids, or abets in violation shall be 

considered to have committed a violation for the purpose of this Section. 

H.    Injunction and other Civil Remedies. In addition to any other penalty or method of enforcement, 

the prosecuting attorney may bring civil actions and suits for damages, injunctive relief and/or for other 

civil remedies as necessary. Any violation of this Chapter shall constitute a public nuisance, and may be 

enjoined as provided by the Statutes of the State of Washington. 

(Ord. 2015-25s § 2 (part), 2015; Ord. 2010-106s § 1 (part), 2011; Ord. 2008-59s § 1 (part), 2008; Ord. 96-

47 § 1 (part), 1997) 

11.05.100 Records Retention. 

All Persons subject to these regulations shall retain and preserve for no less than three years any 

records, books, documents, memoranda, reports, correspondence, and any and all summaries thereof, 

relating to operation, maintenance, monitoring, sampling, and chemical analysis made by or on behalf of 

a person in connection with its discharge. All records which pertain to matters which are the subject of 

Administrative Adjustment or any other enforcement or litigation activities brought by the Director 

pursuant to this Chapter shall be retained and preserved by the Person until all enforcement activities 

have concluded and all periods of limitation with respect to any and all appeals have expired. (Ord. 96-47 

§ 1 (part), 1997) 

 

http://councilonline.co.pierce.wa.us/councilonline/proposal/proposal.htm?proposal_num=2015-25s
http://councilonline.co.pierce.wa.us/councilonline/proposal/proposal.htm?proposal_num=2010-106s
http://councilonline.co.pierce.wa.us/councilonline/proposal/proposal.htm?proposal_num=2008-59s
http://councilonline.co.pierce.wa.us/councilonline/proposal/proposal.htm?proposal_num=96-47
http://councilonline.co.pierce.wa.us/councilonline/proposal/proposal.htm?proposal_num=96-47
http://councilonline.co.pierce.wa.us/councilonline/proposal/proposal.htm?proposal_num=96-47
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11.05.110 Construction – Intent. 

This Chapter is enacted as an exercise of the County's power to protect and preserve the public health, 

safety, and welfare. Its provisions shall be liberally construed to give full effect to the objectives and 

purposes for which it was enacted. This Chapter is not enacted to create or otherwise establish or 

designate any particular class or group of persons who will or should be especially protected or benefitted 

by the terms of this Chapter. 

The primary obligation of compliance with this Chapter is placed upon the person holding title to the 

property. Nothing contained in this Chapter is intended to be or shall be construed to create or form a 

basis for liability for the County, the Department, its officers, employees or agents for any injury or 

damage resulting from the failure of the person holding title to the property (owner of record) to comply 

with the provisions of this Chapter, or by reason or in consequence of any act or omission to act in 

connection with the implementation or enforcement of this Chapter by the County, the Department, its 

officers, employees, or agents. 

(Ord. 96-47 § 1 (part), 1997) 

11.05.120 Severability. 

If any Section, clause, or provision of this Chapter is declared invalid by the courts, the same shall not 

affect the validity of the Chapter as a whole or any part thereof, other than the part declared invalid. (Ord. 

96-47 § 1 (part), 1997)  

http://councilonline.co.pierce.wa.us/councilonline/proposal/proposal.htm?proposal_num=96-47
http://councilonline.co.pierce.wa.us/councilonline/proposal/proposal.htm?proposal_num=96-47
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Sponsored by: Councilmembers Connie Ladenburg and Derek Young 1 
Requested by: County Executive/Public Works Department 2 
 3 
 4 
 5 

ORDINANCE NO. 2015-48s 6 

 7 
 8 
 9 

An Ordinance of the Pierce County Council Amending Pierce County Code 10 

Title 17A, "Construction and Infrastructure Regulations – 11 

Site Development and Stormwater Drainage," and Title 17B, 12 

"Construction and Infrastructure Regulations – Road and 13 

Bridge Design and Construction Standards"; Repealing the 14 

"Pierce County Stormwater Management and Site 15 

Development Manual" Adopted Pursuant to Ordinance No. 16 

2008-59s, as Amended; Adopting a New Manual Titled 17 

"Pierce County Stormwater Management and Site 18 

Development Manual"; Amending Pierce County Code 19 

Chapter 2.05, "Planning and Land Services and Assessor-20 

Treasurer Development Review, Inspection and Application/ 21 

Processing Fees," and Chapter 18.25, "Definitions"; and 22 

Setting an Effective Date. 23 

 24 

 Whereas, Pierce County is a Phase 1 National Pollutant Discharge Elimination 25 

System (NPDES) permittee operating a municipal separate storm sewer system under a 26 

permit (hereinafter referred to as the "Phase 1 MS4 General Permit") issued by the 27 

Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology) as directed by the Federal Clean 28 

Water Act (CWA) and the State Water Pollution Control Law (Chapter 90.48 RCW); and 29 

 30 

 Whereas, in accordance with schedules mandating periodic approval of Phase 1 31 

MS4 General Permits, a new NPDES Permit for Pierce County was issued on August 1, 32 

2012, with an effective date of August 1, 2013, and subsequently modified on 33 

January 16, 2015, by Ecology; and 34 

 35 

 Whereas, a requirement of the Phase 1 MS4 General Permit is that Pierce 36 

County adopt a Stormwater Manual which has been determined by Ecology to be 37 

equivalent to the Ecology "Stormwater Management Manual for Western Washington" 38 

for controlling the quantity and quality of stormwater runoff; and 39 

 40 

 Whereas, the Pierce County Council recognizes that stormwater is an important 41 

part of the hydrologic cycle and directly impacts streams, wetlands, lakes, creeks, 42 

potholes, groundwater, the Puget Sound, and is a primary component responsible for 43 

aquifer recharge; and 44 

 45 

  46 
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 Whereas, the Pierce County Council recognizes that appropriate controls for 1 

stormwater are necessary to protect public and private property from the impacts of 2 

runoff such as flooding, erosion, and sedimentation due to runoff from development, 3 

redevelopment, and land disturbing activities; and 4 

 5 

 Whereas, the adoption of an Ecology equivalent Stormwater Manual will add an 6 

incremental level of complexity to the permit process, will require initial procedural 7 

development, also additional staff time to review an application, and continued training 8 

to assure that development activity is reviewed consistently and correctly;  Now 9 

Therefore, 10 

 11 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of Pierce County: 12 

 13 

Section 1.  Title 17A of the Pierce County Code, "Construction and Infrastructure 14 

Regulations – Site Development and Stormwater Drainage," is hereby amended as 15 

shown in Exhibit A attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference. 16 

 17 

Section 2.  Title 17B of the Pierce County Code, "Construction and Infrastructure 18 

Regulations – Road and Bridge Design and Construction Standards," is hereby 19 

amended as shown in Exhibit B attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference. 20 

 21 

Section 3.  The Pierce County Council hereby repeals updates "Pierce County 22 

Stormwater Management and Site Development Manual" adopted pursuant to Ord. 23 

2008-59s, as amended, and adopts a new manual titled "Pierce County Stormwater 24 

Management and Site Development Manual", attached hereto as Exhibit C and 25 

incorporated herein by reference. 26 

 27 

Section 4.  Chapter 2.05 of the Pierce County Code, "Planning and Land 28 

Services and Assessor-Treasurer Development Review, Inspection and Application/ 29 

Processing Fees," is hereby amended as shown in Exhibit D, which is attached hereto 30 

and incorporated herein by reference. 31 

 32 

Section 5.  Chapter 18.25 of the Pierce County Code, "Definitions," is hereby 33 

amended as shown in Exhibit E, which is attached hereto and incorporated herein by 34 

reference. 35 

 36 

Section 6.  The Pierce County Council hereby directs the Department of Public 37 

Works and the Planning and Land Services Department to create procedural 38 

development aides along with appropriate training to implement the new Manual. 39 

 40 

Section 7.  The Council recognizes that formatting, numbering, and citation 41 

modifications to Exhibit C may be necessary as a result of amendments made during 42 

the legislative process.  To this extent, the Clerk of the Council is hereby authorized to 43 

modify Exhibit C prior to final printing so that any Council amendments are accurately 44 

reflected throughout the document and formatting, numbering, and citations are 45 

correctly shown.  The Clerk of the Council is also authorized to correct spelling and 46 

punctuation errors as necessary. 47 
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APPENDIX D 
PALS DE Performance Monitoring Inspection Process 

DE-POL-5100 
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APPENDIX E 
PALS DE Enforcement Strategy for Permitted Projects 

DE-POL-5200 
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APPENDIX F 
PALS DE Residential Site Development Inspection Process 

DE-POL-5301 
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APPENDIX G 
PALS General Site Development Construction Inspection Process 
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APPENDIX H 
Development Engineering Inspector Training Program 
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APPENDIX I 
Structural Stormwater Control Project List (2014-2019) 



Project Name Type1 Start 

Year
Status2 End 

Year
Cost Estimate3 WQ Benefit4

Hydro 

Benefit5

Hydro 

Benefit #

MR# 5 

Incentive 

MR# 6 

Incentive 

MR# 7 

Incentive 

Total 

Retrofit 

Incentive6

Other Benefit
Monitoring 

Planned
Lat Long

Receiving Water 

Body 
Comments

D413 - Rody Creek Filter 

Project Phase 1 - 59th 

Ave E.

2 2014 4 2015 122,624.33$           25% 75% 0% 345.4                 0% 6.60 6.60 3.14 acres No 47.19 -122.35 Rody Creek
Used KC S8.D. data for HDR 

137.5 lbs/acre/yr 80% effec.**  

D416 -Phase 1 Rody 

Pond Retrofit 
2 2014 4 2015 296,730.97$           25% 75% 0% 2,794.0              0% 101.20 101.20 25.4 acres No 47.17 -122.35 Rody Creek

Used KC S8.D. data for HDR 

137.5 lbs/acre/yr 80% effec.**  

D415 Phase 1 Spanaway 

Lake Park Filterra 

Retrofit

2 2014 4 2015 311,842.51$           25% 75% 0% 546.8                 100% 2 5.30 5.30 2.86 acres No 47.12 -122.45 Spanaway Lake

Used KC S8.D data for comm 

239lbs/acre/year.  80% effec.  

Filterra

D417 - Phase 2 -

Spanaway Lake Park LID 

Retrofit

2 2014 4 2015 940,376.09$           25% 75% 0% 634.8                 60% 2 6.10 6.10 3.32 acres No 47.12 -122.45 Spanaway Lake
Used KC S8.D data for comm 

239lbs/acre/year. LID portion

D413 Phase 2 Boxless 

Filterra Project - 86th 

Street.

2 2015 4 2016 136,378.91$           25% 75% 0% 451.0                 0% 8.61 8.61 4.1 acres No 47.18 -122.35 Rody Creek
Used KC S8.D. data for HDR 

137.5 lbs/acre/yr 80% effec.**  

D416 Rody Creek WQ 

Retrofit at 72nd Street
2 2015 4 2016 355,848.95$           25% 75% 0% 1,320.0              0% 25.20 25.20 12 acres basic treatment No 47.19 -122.36 Rody Creek

Used KC S8.D. data for HDR 

137.5 lbs/acre/yr 80% effec.**  

D419, Woodland Creek 

Water Quality Retrofit at 

84th St. E & 72nd Ave. E. 

2 2016 4 2017 549,548.64$           100% 8,547.0              163.20 163.20

77.7 acre basin. Install 

Water Quality Vault on 72nd 

Ave. E. near 84th St. E.

Yes 47o09'42.89"N 122020'09.98"W Woodland Creek

The vault will use canister 

filters and a pretreatment 

device.  Plans are currently at 

90%. Project engineered to 

meet Basic Treatment Menu 

137.5 lbs/acre/yr 80% effec.**

D442 - Brookdale Rd and 

N. Fork Clover Creek 

Outfall  Retrofit 

2 2016 2 2020 530,000.00$           100% 819,550.0          0% 77.70 77.70 37 acres contributing basin No 47.14 -122.42
North Fork Clover 

Creek
137.5 lbs/acre/yr 80% effec.**

D047 Sprinker Parking 

Lot LID Retrofit Phase 3
2 2015 1 2018 740,000.00$           100%

Sprinker is a Regional Parks 

facility and project is 

retrofitting the existing 

parking lot with pervious 

driving surfaces and large 

rain gardens.

Yes 47.12 -122.44 Spanaway Creek

This project is in the initial 

design phase at time of this 

report. Therefore, WQ 

benefits, and hydro benefits, 

will be  calculated in the future 

as additional data is collected.

D810, Diru Creek Water 

Quality Retrofit at 67th 

Ave. Ct. E.

2 2016 2 2018 173,105.00$           25% 75% 1,408.0              0% 26.88 26.88

12.8 acre basin.  Install 

Water Quality Vault on 67th 

Ave. E. between 104th St. E. 

and Pipeline Road. 

Yes 47o09'48.54"N 122020'24.53"W Diru Creek

Design at 60%. Project 

engineered to meet Basic 

Treatment Menu Standards, 

137.5 lbs/acre/yr 80% effec.**

D811, Diru Creek Water 

Quality Retrofit at 64th 

Ave. Ct. E.

2 2016 2 2018 119,134.00$           100% 346.5                 0% 3.15 3.15

1.5 acre basin.  Install Water 

Quality Vault on 64th Ave. E. 

between 104th St. E. and 

Pipeline Road. 

Yes 47o09'48.54"N 122020'24.53"W Diru Creek

Design at 60%. Project 

engineered to meet Basic 

Treatment Menu Standards, 

137.5 lbs/acre/yr 80% effec.**

Funding (%) 

Local|State|Federal

 Structural Stormwater Control Projects, Appendix 11 of NPDES Permit #WAR04-4022, 2014 through 2018 (as of Dec 31st)

Municipal SW Phase I General Permit

2018 MS4 Annual Permit

Question 34b. Updated list of planned, individual projects scheduled for implementatation during this permit term.

Pierce County

2018 Appendix 11

Page 1 of 2 



Project Name Type1 Start 

Year
Status2 End 

Year
Cost Estimate3 WQ Benefit4

Hydro 

Benefit5

Hydro 

Benefit #

MR# 5 

Incentive 

MR# 6 

Incentive 

MR# 7 

Incentive 

Total 

Retrofit 

Incentive6

Other Benefit
Monitoring 

Planned
Lat Long

Receiving Water 

Body 
Comments

Funding (%) 

Local|State|Federal

 Structural Stormwater Control Projects, Appendix 11 of NPDES Permit #WAR04-4022, 2014 through 2018 (as of Dec 31st)

Municipal SW Phase I General Permit

2018 MS4 Annual Permit

Question 34b. Updated list of planned, individual projects scheduled for implementatation during this permit term.

D411, Woodland Creek 

104th St. E. Stormwater 

Treatment System

2 2014 2 2019 1,726,587.00$        25% 75% 49,027.0            0% 1 133.29 133.29

445.7 acre basin. Install cell 

wet pond south of 104th St. 

E., east of Woodland Ave 

Yes 47o10'49.63"N 122020'11.62"W Rody Creek

Project engineered to meet 

Basic Treatment Menu 137.5 

lbs/acre/yr 80% effec.**

D418, Phase 3 Spanaway 

Lake Park Retrofits
2 2016 4 2018 489,933.00$           25% 75% 526.2                 73% 2 4.82 4.82

2.75 acre basin. All LID 

features in Park.
No 47o12'N 122045'W Spanaway Lake

Construction Completed in 

January 2018.  Used KC S88D 

data for comm. 

239lbs/acre/yr, 80% effec. **

Sheriff East Precinct 

Impound Lot
2 2017 4 2018 150,000.00$           100% 34.1                    100% 1 0.54 0.54

0.31 acre basin. 

Pretreatment, oil/water 

separator, and infiltration. 

No 47o06'41.11"N 122017'24.87"W Clear/Clarks Creek
60% design. 137.5 lbs/acre/yr 

80% effec.**

Clover Watershed 

Drywells Retrofit
5 2015 2 2019 732,000.00$           25% 75% 0% 3,945.7              100% 2 35.87 35.87 No 47.08 -122.39 Clover Creek 

Used KC S8.D. data for HDR  

137.5 lbs/acre/yr 80% effec.**.  

125 drywells with averges of 

12,500 sq ft average 

contributing area per location.  

Each project requires design 

and permitting as they are 

scheduled.

112th St E Storm Pond 

Retrofit at Bob Findley 

Road (Old CMF building)  

3 5

The existing storm pond 

receives road runoff from 

112th St. E., treating for flow 

control but has no water 

quality treatment.   It will be 

investigated how WQ 

treatment can be 

incorporated into pond.

Yes 47.15 -122.41
North Fork Clover 

Creek
 Project canceled

Pierce County Pond #161 

Retrofits @ 112th St. E. 

& 26th Ave. E  

3 5

The existing storm pond 

receives road runoff from 

112th St. E., treating for flow 

control but the pond does 

not appear to be 

attenuating flow due 

inadequate draining down 

of pond after storm.

Yes 47.16 -122.39 Swan Creek Project is on hold.

Tacoma Narrows Airport 

Stormwater Outfall 

Modification

2 5

Project is Retrofitting the 

the stormwater system on 

the northern part of the 

airport to install a vault 

treatment system in the 

outfall pipe which drains to 

Puget Sound

No 47.26 -122.58 Puget Sound Project is on hold.

Status2  - 1. Planning               2. Design and permitting               3. Construction                  4. Complete/Maintenance                             5. Project Cancelled                                6. Property acquisition

** Median TSS Unit Area Loading Rate (lbs/ac/yr) and Treatment Removal Efficiency for TSS (%) - Suggested Value Per Department of Ecology, Water Quality Section (Douglas C. Howie, P.E.

 

Pierce County

2018 Appendix 11
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APPENDIX J 
SWM Water Quality Inspection Response 

Procedures Flow Chart 



NO YES

Distribution of Maintenance Connection (MC) Asset Work Orders to Inspectors by 
Zones or Facilities

Create Asset File using:
•County View Web

• plans
•digital files

Maintenance Connection
•NPDES Permit

•Review existing file
• Plan inspection

Call to set up 
appointment 

or
Schedule inspection in 

Outlook Calendar

Rate
Site

Rated 1

Unauthorized obvious illicit discharge or spill 
under the County’s NPNES Muni Permit or PC 

11.05. Major unauthorized alteration of a 
drainage system, or needs re-engineering. 

Direct threat to surface and/or groundwater, 
including

Rated 2

Deficiencies are likely to cause a direct threat 
or impact surface and groundwater, including 
streams, marine waters, wetlands, or Pierce 
County’s MS4 or Pierce County properties. 

Stormwater system is substantially impaired 
and at risk of failure or bypass and/or 
unauthorized altercation of a drainage 

system.

Rated 3

No direct threat or impact to surface or 
groundwater, including streams, marine 

waters, wetlands, or Pierce County’s MS4 or 
Pierce County properties. System is in place 

and functioning, but maintenance is overdue. 
Difficulty in locating/accessing structures on 

site, or general adherence to implementation 
of BMPs but lacking full implementation. 

Source Control BMPs for nontoxic materials 
are not implemented.

Rated 5

Stormwater structures and features are 
significantly beyond Pierce County 

standards, such as:
• vehicles are washed in  a covered area 

to special treatment system;
• treatment systems to reclaim and reuse 

water;
• installed and maintained LID  structures 
/ practices which are above required BMP 

levels;
•  retrofitted and decreased impervious 

surface; and or brought facility up to 
present day permit standards

• signage drawing attention to BMPs 
and/ or procedures are posted in work 

areas;
• Source Control documentation is 

maintained on-site;
•site-specific condition, in the opinion of 

the inspector, which supports a 
determination of exemplary status of the 

facility/ site;
• promote site to supervisor

Rated 4

• Source Control BMPs for toxics/ 
hazardous and non-hazardous materials 

are fully implemented;
• Source Control documentation may or 

may not be maintained on-site.

Existing 
Asset?

Send standard letter thanking 
owner/operator for supporting water quality 
in Pierce County by maintaining facilities and 
implementing source control BMPs properly.

Add notes to inspection database

UPDATE RECORDS

Send Stormwater Facility Inspection 
Results letter. Detail improvements 

needed with technical assistance 
inserts to letter.  Set compliance 

date  either one time or phased and 
a re-inspect date 60 to 90 days out 

to allow work to be completed.

Re-inspect at 60 or 90 days 
to allow time for 

maintenance and repairs, 
or for significant progress 

on phased sites, 

P1 MUNICIPAL STORMWATER PERMIT 

INDUSTRIAL STORMATER PERMIT

SAND & GRAVEL STORMWATER PERMIT 

PIERCE COUNTY FACILITIES

• ALL DEPARTMENTS

• SEWERS
• AIRPORT/FERRIES

• SWM-QUARRY
• ROAD OPS PITS

Pursuant to the County’s Phase 1 Municipal Stormwater Permit (2013-2018):
Section S5.C.7: The Permittee shall implement a program to reduce pollutants in runoff from areas that discharge to MS4s owned or
operated by the Permittee

Section S5.C.9.b.ii: Each Permittee shall implement an on-going inspection program to annually inspect all stormwater treatment
and flow control BMPs/ facilities to enforce compliance with adopted maintenance standards as needed based on inspection. The
inspection program is limited to facilities to which the Permittee can legally gain access, provided the Permittee shall seek access to
all stormwater treatment and flow control BMPs/ facilities regulated by the Permittee;

Maintenance & Source Control Inspections & Technical 
Assistance

Pursuant to the County’s Phase 1 Municipal Stormwater Permit (2013-2018):
• Section S5.C.9.c.i: Each Permittee shall implement a program to annually inspect all

permanent stormwater treatment and flow control BMPs / facilities owned or
operated by the Permittee. Permittees shall implement appropriate maintenance
action(s) in accordance with adopted maintenance standards;

• Section S5.C.7: The Permittee shall implement a program to reduce pollutants in
runoff from areas that discharge to MS4s owned or operated by the Permittee

and additionally,
• any additional stormwater requirements of site-specific, custodial requirements of

applicable Industrial Stormwater Permits or Sand & Gravel Stormwater Permits.

YES

Did site 
need GIS 

corrections 
or GPS?

Create work order for GPS 
collection and or work order 

for GIS corrections

Wet Season Inspection
within

October 1 to April 30

Dry Season Inspection
within

May 1 to September 30

• Inspect site at outfalls and discharge points for non-stormwater 
discharges

•Note discharges to:
- MS4

- surface
- ground

Complete and Certify Non-
Stormwater Discharge Dry 
Weather Assessment Form

in Facility Stormwater 
Pollution Prevention Plan 

(SWPPP)

YES Was Work 
Completed?

Re-rate accordingly

RECORDS

Send Warning letter of 
Failure to Comply signed 

by the Inspection 
Supervisor.  Set 

compliance date and re-
inspect date. 

Use S5.C.9. for County 
timeline for compliance

Is significant 
progress 
evident?

NO

Illicit 
Discharge?

Evaluate with Supervisor the need 
for refer to IDDE Services (including 

escalation to enforcement) 

YES

NO

• Inspect site
•Evaluate Source and 

Operational BMPs
•Note discharges to:

- MS4
- surface
- ground

NO

END

Compare field 
notes with 

existing maps, 
plans and GIS 

records

Evaluate with Supervisor the need 
for refer to IDDE Services (including 

escalation to enforcement) 

Was Work 
Completed?

NO

Send Stormwater Facility Inspection Results letter detailing known repairs needed.  
Consider wet season barriers.  Request timeline, milestones and activities for phased 

repairs.  If vegetation prevented complete inspection, inform owner/operator that 
there may be additional repairs needed once a complete inspection can be 

accomplished.  Detail improvements needed with technical assistance inserts to 
letter.  Set compliance date and a re-inspect date.

Use S5.C.9. for County required compliance

Does 
facility 

condition 
require 
phased 
repair?

YES

Send letter to provide 
technical assistance, 
document progress, 

detail continued 
requirements and set 
next follow-up date.

Send letter of 
Compliance.  Note date 

of re-inspect, work 
done, and Use S5.C.9. 
for timeline guidance 

re-rate. 

NO

• Add to inspection notes;
• Close in database

NO

UPDATE RECORDS

Send letter of 
Compliance.  Note date 

of re-inspect, work 
done, and Use S5.C.9. 
for timeline guidance 

re-rate. 

• Add to inspection notes;
• Close in database

Re-rate accordingly

YES

UPDATE RECORDS

Re-inspect on or very close 
to compliance deadline to 

allow time for 
maintenance and repairs, 
or for significant progress 

on phased sites, 

YES

Pierce County-Owned Facilities 
Inspections & Technical Assistance

Close in 
database

UPDATE RECORDS

Close in 
database

Close in 
database

SWM WQWS WQ Inspections  Standard Operating 
Procedures, 12/02/2016
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SWM Water Quality IDDE Response 

Procedures Flow Chart 



PERMIT MANAGEMENT UNIT FACILITIES SWPPP DEVELOPMENT

INDUSTRIAL STORMWATER PERMITS

SAND & GRAVEL STORMWATER PERMITS 
PERMIT MANAGEMENT

SUPERVISOR

RECEIPT OF A REPORT CONCERNING AN ILLICIT 
DISCHARGE AS DEFINED BY PCC 11.05
(INTERNAL OR EXTERNAL REFFERAL)

Pursuant to the County’s Phase 1 Municipal Stormwater Permit section S5.C.8.iv, the following IDDE
compliance timelines will be achieved for MS4-impacted discharges:

• All illicit discharges, including spills, which are determined to constitute a threat to human health,
welfare, or the environment, will be immediately responded to;

• All reports, complaints, or monitoring information that indicate the potential of an illicit discharge will
be investigated (or referred to the appropriate agency having the authority to act within seven (7) days,
on average;

• All reports of suspected illicit connections will cause the initiation of an investigation to determined the
source of the connection, the nature and volume of the discharge through the connection, and the
party responsible for the connection;

• All illicit connections will be eliminated within six (6) months of confirmation.

NOTICE OF VIOLATION AND ORDER TO 
CORRECT

PCC 11.05.090B

Issued to the individuals who own or 
maintain the property where the 

violation occurred.

Civil penalties may be assessed to any 
person who fails to obtain a necessary 

permit for discharge into a drainage 
facility per PCC 11.05.090D. 

Reports may be received from a number of sources: telephone (IDDE Hotline or 
direct call), email, internal County staff/ departmental communication (PALS, Roads, 
CIP, WQ Monitoring), after hours (PC Responds), RMS system, personal observation, 

field screening, outside agencies (ERTS, TPCHD, PCD, adjacent jurisdictions)

Violation poses a hazard to public health, safety, or welfare; endangers any property; 
or adversely affects the safety and operation of County right-of-way, utilities and/or 

other property owned or maintained by the County per PCC 11.05.

If Hazardous Materials are present, initiate IDDE 
Emergency Response. IMMEDIATELY CALL 911 and 

follow up with appropriate spill response actions and 
notifications per Pierce County Spills Response 

Procedure (POL-2011-002A)

Can the 
responsible 

party be 
identified?

Proceed with investigation and 
coordinate with other 

jurisdictional, interdepartmental, 
and/ or regulatory entities, as 

necessary, to 
achieve compliance.

If required, use authority to abate and 
recover costs per PCC 11.05.090E.

If warranted, initiate Formal 
Enforcement Action per PCC 11.05 to 

eliminate an illicit discharge or an illicit 
connection. See Pierce County IDDE 

Response Procedure (POL-2011-002).

Continue with investigation and coordinate with 
other jurisdictional, interdepartmental, and/ or 

regulatory entities, as necessary, 
to achieve compliance.

If required, use 
authority to abate 

and recover costs per 
PCC 11.05.090E.

Less than significant amounts of non-hazardous stormwater pollutants are 
present (or deemed to have been previously present based on evidence 

gathered at the site). The situation indicates a potential for less than 
significant stormwater pollution. There is a high confidence that the 

discharge can be immediately eliminated through
public education and technical assistance.

Can the 
responsible 

party be 
identified?

Proceed with investigation 
and coordinate with other 

jurisdictional, 
interdepartmental, and/ or 

regulatory entities, as 
necessary, to

achieve compliance.

Proceed with investigation 
and coordinate with other 

jurisdictional, 
interdepartmental, and/ or 

regulatory entities, as 
necessary, to achieve 

compliance.

Initiate Informal Compliance Assurance to 
eliminate the illicit discharge or illicit 

connection using primary effort of verbal or 
written warnings. See Pierce County IDDE 

Response Procedure (POL-2011-002).

PUBLIC EDUCATION & TECHNICAL 
ASSISTANCE

An Informal Compliance warning letter (written or verbal) 
will be issued to any person causing, allowing, or 

participating in the violation, including the property owner. 
The warning will outline proper implementation and 
maintenance of Best Management Practices (BMPs).

Warnings (verbal or written correspondence) will be modified 
on a case-by-case basis. The compliance process will be 

documented through the RFA system until the case 
is satisfactorily corrected.

Evaluate the need for further IDDE 
efforts (including 

escalation to Formal Enforcement) 

Close RFA if resolution 
is attained.

Is the reported incident 
within jurisdictional 

boundary or at a 
property under 

functional control of 
Pierce County?

STOP
Refer incident to the 

appropriate 
jurisdiction.

Immediately evaluate whether PCC 11.05 
applies and whether there is a need to make 

proper Permit-required notifications and other 
spill notifications, including ERTS for spills of 

petroleum or hazardous substances.

A G3 notification applies 
per Phase1 Municipal 

Stormwater Permit 
requirements

An S4F 
notification 
applies per 

Phase1 
Municipal 

Stormwater 
Permit 

requirements.

Continue with IDDE investigation 
and follow through with 
established IDDE SOPs 
to attain compliance.

If warranted, notify and collaborate with 
appropriate outside agencies, other 

jurisdictions, and or internal departments to 
coordinate compliance efforts. Even if SWM is 

not the lead compliance entity, continue 
tracking RFA until it is closed with resolution 
to ensure that the illicit discharge has been 

adequately addressed.

If the discharge is well-
founded, continue with IDDE 

investigation and follow 
through with established 

IDDE SOPs 
to attain compliance.

Tacoma-Pierce County Health Department

Department of Ecology

Planning & Land Services

Pierce County Conservation District

ILLICIT DISCHARGE DETECTION & ELIMINATION
(IDDE) INVESTIGATIONS

PIERCE COUNTY FACILITIES TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE

In the field, characterize the threat per written IDDE SOPs and determine proper 
avenue for corrective action. Characterization will be based in part upon permit 

requirements and qualitative field observations: composition, volume, frequency, 
duration, and /or evidence of past illicit discharges.

Unverified or unsubstantiated reports 
require no further investigative action

DOCUMENTED SOURCE OF SIGNIFICANT
SOURCE OF POLLUTION

STORMWATER POLLUTION DOCUMENTED TO BE              
LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT

Do we have knowledge 
that the discharge is into 

or from the MS4, and 
that it could constitute a 
threat to human health, 

welfare, or the 
environment?

Are we aware of any 
credible site-specific 
information that this 

discharge is causing or 
contributing to a known 

or likely violation of WQS 
in the receiving water?

NOTIFICATION SEQUENCE

INSPECTION UNIT
REFERRALS (Spills and 

Illicit Discharges)
Track enforcement action 

within Maintenance 
Connection database.

Close RFA if resolution 
is attained.

Determine Level of 
Significance 

and Review Potential 
Notification 

Requirements

STORMWATER PERMIT-REQUIRED TRAINING 
The SWM Permit Management Unit coordinates, implements, tracks, and reports specific actions required by the NPDES 
Phase I Permit to other Pierce County Departments and Divisions per Executive Order No. 2012-1, “Concerning Effective 
Stormwater Management, Pierce County Washington”. Additional Technical Assistance Services outside of NPDES Phase 

I permit, including but not limited to coordination with Tacoma Narrows Airport, 
SWM Rock Quarry, and Chambers Bay WWTP.  

Complete recordkeeping 
requirements

YES NO

YES

YES
YES

YES

NO

NO
NO

NO

Complete recordkeeping 
requirements

Initially review whether other Pierce County Departments will require separate 
notification to implement response efforts (Roads, O&M). Enter incident

into RFA system, if appropriate.

Prepare for field investigation. Assemble necessary investigative tools and 
information (County View maps, safety equipment, sampling tools, etc.)

Procedures include both internal County and 
external notification requirements

Pierce County Road Operations

SWM WQWS Investigation and Response Standard 
Operating Procedures

12/2/16
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Public Works Department 

SURFACE WATER MANAGEMENT DIVISION 

SIGNIFICANT STORM EVENT PROCEDURE 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Procedure Number: POL-2015-001A 

Title: Significant Storm Event Procedure 

Effective Date: May 22, 2015 

Revised Date: January 1, 2016  

Contact: Dan Smith, Permit Management Unit Supervisor 

Management Sponsor: Dan Wrye, Water Quality Manager 

Related Documents: 2015 Pierce County Stormwater Manual 

References: NPDES Municipal Stormwater Permit WAR04002 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
Purpose: 
 

Per requirements specified in Pierce County’s Phase I Municipal Stormwater Permit (section 
S5.C.9.c.ii), this document establishes procedures to spot check potentially damaged 
permanent stormwater treatment and flow control Best Management Practices 
(BMPs)/facilities following major storm events (24-hour storm event with a 10-year or greater 
recurrence interval).  
 
Procedure Overview: 
 
Precipitation data records will be retrieved and downloaded from Pierce County’s Weather 
Station webpage:   
 
https://www.piercecountywa.org/weather 
 
Precipitation data used for this purpose will represent atmospheric conditions occurring 
across the County, and as a result, will include information collected at four distinct regional 
weather stations: 
 

1. Purdy Road Shop (representing the northern Pierce County region in Gig Harbor). 
2. Longbranch (representing the Key Peninsula region). 
3. Puyallup at Thun Field (representing Pierce County/Tacoma/Puyallup region). 
4. South Prairie Fire Station (representing Pierce County/Tacoma/Puyallup region).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.piercecountywa.org/weather
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A major storm event is defined as a 24-hour storm event with a 10-year or greater 
recurrence interval. Pursuant to Pierce County’s Phase I Municipal Stormwater Permit, 
section S5.C.9.c.ii, spot checks are triggered based on the following design storm 
precipitation values calculated for each individual weather station: 
 
Design Storm Precipitation Values 

Return Frequency 
24-Hour Storm 
Event (Years) 

NORTHERN PIERCE 
COUNTY REGION IN 

GIG HARBOR 

KEY PENINSULA 
REGION 

PIERCE COUNTY/TACOMA/PUYALLUP 
REGION 

Purdy Road Shop Longbranch 
Puyallup at Thun 

Field 
South Prairie Fire 

Station 

10 3.5 inches 4.3 inches 3.0 inches 3.0 inches 

 

Reference: 2015 Pierce County Stormwater Management and Site Development Manual, Volume III (Western Washington 

Isopluvial 10-year, 24-hour) 

 
Procedural Steps: 
 

1. Pierce County maintains a series of Onset © HOBO U30 and RX3000 data loggers 
(or equivalent) that enable remote access to real-time, continuous (15-minute 
interval) rainfall data.  
 

2. The SWM Permit Management Unit Supervisor (or designee) will be responsible for 
monitoring conditions during wet weather, and shall retrieve and analyze data 
associated with weather system periods that are predicted to produce heavy rainfall.  
 

3. These significant storm event data, recorded at each of the four distinct regional 
weather stations, will be downloaded and analyzed to determine whether the 10-year, 
24-hour storm criteria (specified above for any of the three distinct regions) has been 
exceeded. If one or more of the four stations listed above is unavailable or out-of-
order, data obtained from the nearest operating rainfall logger(s) will be substituted 
for the evaluation.   
 

4. Microsoft Excel (or an equivalent software application) will be used to perform 
mathematical calculations of the selected data that summarizes rainfall values into 
24-hour sliding increments. Running 24-hour totals update with each 15-minute 
logger reading.  
 

5. If data analysis indicates that the 10-year, 24-hour storm criteria has been exceeded, 
the SWM Permit Management Unit Supervisor (or designee) will contact Surface 
Water Management, Maintenance and Operations, and Road Operations Divisions 
indicating where and when the significant storm occurred. Spot checks of potentially 
damaged permanent stormwater treatment and flow control Best Management 
Practices (BMPs)/facilities will be required as soon as practicable if the data analysis 
indicates an exceedance of the 10-year, 24-hour storm criteria specified above for 
any of the three distinct regions. When this requirement is triggered, Surface Water 
Management, Maintenance and Operations and Road Operations Divisions will select 
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a subset (5-10 minimum) of stormwater management facilities (treatment or flow 
control) within each affected region for inspection.  Records of these inspections will 
be maintained in the department’s asset management system.  
 

6. If spot checks indicate widespread damage and or maintenance needs, all 
stormwater treatment and flow control BMPs/facilities will be inspected within that 
affected region. Necessary repairs and or appropriate maintenance actions (if 
present) will be conducted in accordance Pierce County’s Phase I Municipal 
Stormwater Permit, section S5.C.9.a. 
 

7. Records of significant storm event spot checks and follow up inspections will be 
maintained in the department’s asset management system. 
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Education and Outreach Program 

Matrix Spreadsheet 
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Program Name and Manager Program Overview a.i.1 a.i.1 a.i.1 a.i.1a.i.1 a.i.2 a.i.2 a.i.2 a.ii.1 a.ii.1a.ii.1 b.i.3b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.4 b.ii b.iii

Puget Sound Starts Here,  Mike 

Halliday

Pierce County promotes the Puget Sound Starts Here 

campaign and participates with local jurisdictions such as 

the conservation district and regional outreach 

organizations such as a STORM (Stormwater Outreach for 

Regional Municipalities). In 2018, Pierce County was part of 

several STORM working groups collaborating on regional 

campaigns. Pierce County also participates in the Puget 

Sound Starts Here. 

x x x

c. Measure effectiveness

10. Education and Outreach Program

a.i 1 and 2Build Awareness

Topics / Reference

General public (including school 

age children), and businesses 

(including home-based and 

mobile businesses)

Engineers, 

contractors, 

developers and 

land use planners

General public (may 

include children) and 

businesses (include 

home based and 

mobile)

a.ii Behavior Change

Residents, landscapers and property managers/owners

Public Outreach
Municipal SW Phase I General Permit

2018 MS4 Annual Permit

Question 67,  Description of public education and outreach efforts conducted per S5.C10
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Program Name and Manager Program Overview a.i.1 a.i.1 a.i.1 a.i.1a.i.1 a.i.2 a.i.2 a.i.2 a.ii.1 a.ii.1a.ii.1 b.i.3b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.4 b.ii b.iii

c. Measure effectiveness

10. Education and Outreach Program

a.i 1 and 2Build Awareness

Topics / Reference

General public (including school 

age children), and businesses 

(including home-based and 

mobile businesses)

Engineers, 

contractors, 

developers and 

land use planners

General public (may 

include children) and 

businesses (include 

home based and 

mobile)

a.ii Behavior Change

Residents, landscapers and property managers/owners

Environmental Education, 

Stephanie Leisle

Pierce County Solid Waste Division has four full time staff 

that provide indoor and outdoor environmental education 

for grades K-12.  The program includes stormwater impacts, 

water quality, LID, and composting. The program 

incorporates outdoor community action projects, such as 

storm drain marking, building rain gardens, and habitat 

restoration. For more information: 

www.piercecountywa.org/enviroed

x x x x x x x x x

Edible garden, sustainable 

living and  compost workshop 

series, Stephanie Leisle

Pierce County's environmental educators provide free 

workshops to residents throughout the year on topics such 

as edible gardens, sustainable living and composting. 

Workshops teach residents about impacts of chemicals, 

proper handling and storage of chemicals, alternatives to 

chemicals, and other sustainable living topics. 

x x x x x x x
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Program Name and Manager Program Overview a.i.1 a.i.1 a.i.1 a.i.1a.i.1 a.i.2 a.i.2 a.i.2 a.ii.1 a.ii.1a.ii.1 b.i.3b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.4 b.ii b.iii

c. Measure effectiveness

10. Education and Outreach Program

a.i 1 and 2Build Awareness

Topics / Reference

General public (including school 

age children), and businesses 

(including home-based and 

mobile businesses)

Engineers, 

contractors, 

developers and 

land use planners

General public (may 

include children) and 

businesses (include 

home based and 

mobile)

a.ii Behavior Change

Residents, landscapers and property managers/owners

Let the rain soak in, Mike 

Halliday

Pierce County maintains the Let the Rain Soak In program 

webpage and publications, providing information about 

simple retrofits that reduce impervious surfaces to reduce 

runoff from residential properties. Pierce County provides 

technical assistance to residents and businesses interested 

in installation of LID BMPs and offers presentations to 

gardening groups upon request. 

x x x x x x x x x
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Program Name and Manager Program Overview a.i.1 a.i.1 a.i.1 a.i.1a.i.1 a.i.2 a.i.2 a.i.2 a.ii.1 a.ii.1a.ii.1 b.i.3b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.4 b.ii b.iii

c. Measure effectiveness

10. Education and Outreach Program

a.i 1 and 2Build Awareness

Topics / Reference

General public (including school 

age children), and businesses 

(including home-based and 

mobile businesses)

Engineers, 

contractors, 

developers and 

land use planners

General public (may 

include children) and 

businesses (include 

home based and 

mobile)

a.ii Behavior Change

Residents, landscapers and property managers/owners

Illicit Discharge Detection 

Program, Dan Smith

Pierce County has three full-time staff dedicated to IDDE 

investigations and enforcement actions for water quality 

and stormwater compliance. Pierce County has an ongoing 

IDDE/ general BMP awareness training program for Pierce 

County employees. Pierce County maintains a 24-hour 

water pollution hotline to report illicit discharges, illegal 

dumping and spills. The SWM website provides information, 

the phone number, and a web application to report water 

quality concerns and illicit discharges. Staff business cards 

also include the pollution hotline information. For more 

information: 

http://www.piercecountywa.org/index.aspx?NID=2976

x x
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Program Name and Manager Program Overview a.i.1 a.i.1 a.i.1 a.i.1a.i.1 a.i.2 a.i.2 a.i.2 a.ii.1 a.ii.1a.ii.1 b.i.3b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.4 b.ii b.iii

c. Measure effectiveness

10. Education and Outreach Program

a.i 1 and 2Build Awareness

Topics / Reference

General public (including school 

age children), and businesses 

(including home-based and 

mobile businesses)

Engineers, 

contractors, 

developers and 

land use planners

General public (may 

include children) and 

businesses (include 

home based and 

mobile)

a.ii Behavior Change

Residents, landscapers and property managers/owners

Drain Marking Program, Mike 

Halliday

Pierce County partners with the Pierce Conservation District 

to identify neighborhoods appropriate for drain markers 

and recruit and coordinate volunteer efforts to install drain 

markers. Drain marking teams provide an informational 

card to residents and businesses in the neighborhood they 

are marking about simple actions people can take to reduce 

polluted runoff. Pierce County maintains a database of 

more than 5,000 drain markers installed over the past six 

years. Drain marking target areas each year are based on 

stream grades from the Water Quality Report Card, 

published annually by Pierce County. For more information, 

go to www.piercecountywa.org/drainmarkers

x x x x x x

Stormwater facility inspection 

program, Maureen Meehan

The Pierce County stormwater facilities inspection program 

inspects more than 1,500 private and public stormwater 

facilities a year.  SWM inspectors provide technical 

assistance on how to maintain on-site stormwater systems 

and source control BMPs to prevent stormwater pollution. 

For more information: www.piercecountywa.org/techassist

x x x
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Program Name and Manager Program Overview a.i.1 a.i.1 a.i.1 a.i.1a.i.1 a.i.2 a.i.2 a.i.2 a.ii.1 a.ii.1a.ii.1 b.i.3b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.4 b.ii b.iii

c. Measure effectiveness

10. Education and Outreach Program

a.i 1 and 2Build Awareness

Topics / Reference

General public (including school 

age children), and businesses 

(including home-based and 

mobile businesses)

Engineers, 

contractors, 

developers and 

land use planners

General public (may 

include children) and 

businesses (include 

home based and 

mobile)

a.ii Behavior Change

Residents, landscapers and property managers/owners

Hazardous Waste management 

program, Sheryl Rheinhart

Pierce County Public Works Sustainable Resources division 

household hazardous waste program promotes alternatives 

to the use of hazardous chemicals and the proper storage 

and disposal of these materials.  They maintain a website 

and conduct outreach at fairs and other events. The Tacoma-

Pierce County Health Department has a hazardous waste 

hotline for Pierce County residents. For more information: 

www.piercecountywa.org/hhw

x x x x

Don't Drip and Drive, Mike 

Halliday

Pierce County has participated in the development and 

implementation of the Don't Drip and Drive program since 

its inception in 2012. An outreach effectiveness study was 

completed for the Don't Drip and Drive program, and a 

report was completed Feb. 2, 2016. Throughout 2016, 

Pierce County participated on the Don't Drip and Drive 

steering committee and managed elements of the Don't 

Drip and Drive grant program on behalf of STORM. The 

program launched in 2017, and it is based on 

recommendations from the project effectiveness study. For 

more information go to www.fixcarleaks.org, for partner 

toolkit, go to www.piercecountywa.org/dontdripanddrive

x x x x x x x x x x x
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Program Name and Manager Program Overview a.i.1 a.i.1 a.i.1 a.i.1a.i.1 a.i.2 a.i.2 a.i.2 a.ii.1 a.ii.1a.ii.1 b.i.3b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.4 b.ii b.iii

c. Measure effectiveness

10. Education and Outreach Program

a.i 1 and 2Build Awareness

Topics / Reference

General public (including school 

age children), and businesses 

(including home-based and 

mobile businesses)

Engineers, 

contractors, 

developers and 

land use planners

General public (may 

include children) and 

businesses (include 

home based and 

mobile)

a.ii Behavior Change

Residents, landscapers and property managers/owners

Natural Yard Care, Mike 

Halliday

Pierce County has worked with City of Tacoma,  Tacoma 

Public Utilities and the WSU Pierce County Extension Master 

Gardener program to develop a natural yard care outreach 

strategy. The strategy includes promoting the master 

gardener program as experts in the community for yard 

care advice. In 2017, Pierce County continued a 

personalized yard care visit program that included a soil test 

and follow-up report. The program was evaluated and 

updated for 2018 based on results from the 2017 

participants. Pierce County is also an active participant on a 

regional natural yard care work group that was developed 

to share information and resources about local natural yard 

care programs. For more information, go to 

www.naturalyardcare.info.

x x x x x x x
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Program Name and Manager Program Overview a.i.1 a.i.1 a.i.1 a.i.1a.i.1 a.i.2 a.i.2 a.i.2 a.ii.1 a.ii.1a.ii.1 b.i.3b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.4 b.ii b.iii

c. Measure effectiveness

10. Education and Outreach Program

a.i 1 and 2Build Awareness

Topics / Reference

General public (including school 

age children), and businesses 

(including home-based and 

mobile businesses)

Engineers, 

contractors, 

developers and 

land use planners

General public (may 

include children) and 

businesses (include 

home based and 

mobile)

a.ii Behavior Change

Residents, landscapers and property managers/owners

Neighborhood Pet Waste 

Stations, Mike Halliday

The neighborhood pet waste station program was 

continued for its sixth year in 2018. The program provides a 

pet waste station, sign and supply of pet waste bags to a 

neighborhood sponsor willing to install and maintain the 

station. Sponsors are required to report back about the 

status of the station annually and provide refill bags when 

the initial supply runs out. In 2018, 8 new sponsors installed 

16 new pet waste stations in neighborhoods. Overall the 

program has 77 stations in use. In addition, Pierce County 

sponsors dog-related events throughout the year by 

providing leash pet waste bag dispensers for all dog owners 

participating in the events. For more information go to 

www.piercecountywa.org/petwaste.

x x x x x x x
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Program Name and Manager Program Overview a.i.1 a.i.1 a.i.1 a.i.1a.i.1 a.i.2 a.i.2 a.i.2 a.ii.1 a.ii.1a.ii.1 b.i.3b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.4 b.ii b.iii

c. Measure effectiveness

10. Education and Outreach Program

a.i 1 and 2Build Awareness

Topics / Reference

General public (including school 

age children), and businesses 

(including home-based and 

mobile businesses)

Engineers, 

contractors, 

developers and 

land use planners

General public (may 

include children) and 

businesses (include 

home based and 

mobile)

a.ii Behavior Change

Residents, landscapers and property managers/owners

Tree Workshops and Sales, 

Mike Halliday

Pierce County partners with the Pierce Conservation District 

and City of Tacoma on a tree workshop and sale program 

and a discount tree coupon program. The program provides 

free workshops and discounts on trees. Workshops 

emphasize maintenance of existing trees, proper planting 

and care for trees. In addition, the workshop connects 

residents to the master gardener program, which includes 

arborists available to answer resident questions about tree 

care. A workshop was held in 2017 with 282 trees 

purchased. A coupon program partnering with multiple 

local nurseries is also available by request. The coupon 

provides a $15 per tree discount on up to five trees. Funding 

for this program comes from the Puyallup Watershed 

Initiative. For more information go to 

www.treesareamazing.org

x x x x x x x

Car wash kit check-out and 

giveaway, Mike Halliday

Pierce County maintains a fundraising car wash webpage 

with links to alternative fundraising programs. Pierce 

County promotes the use of alternatives to fundraising car 

washes for fundraisers, such as sale of car wash coupons or 

renting a bay at a commercial car wash to do fundraising. 

For fundraising groups holding multiple car washes in a 

year, Pierce County has distributed free car wash kits for 

their use. For more information: 

www.piercecountywa.org/carwash

x x x x x x x
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Program Name and Manager Program Overview a.i.1 a.i.1 a.i.1 a.i.1a.i.1 a.i.2 a.i.2 a.i.2 a.ii.1 a.ii.1a.ii.1 b.i.3b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.4 b.ii b.iii

c. Measure effectiveness

10. Education and Outreach Program

a.i 1 and 2Build Awareness

Topics / Reference

General public (including school 

age children), and businesses 

(including home-based and 

mobile businesses)

Engineers, 

contractors, 

developers and 

land use planners

General public (may 

include children) and 

businesses (include 

home based and 

mobile)

a.ii Behavior Change

Residents, landscapers and property managers/owners

Residential car wash program Pierce County maintains a "fish friendly car wash" webpage 

which encourages residents to use greener car wash 

products, wash cars on pervious surfaces, or take them to a 

commercial car wash to reduce car wash water discharges 

to stormwater. Car wash publications are provided to 

homeowners by water quality inspectors on an as-needed 

basis. For more information: 

www.piercecountywa.org/carwash

x x x x x x x

Water Quality Report Card and 

Online Water Quality Data 

Portal, Carla Vincent

Pierce County's water quality monitoring program annually 

monitors more than 30 streams and produces the Surface 

Water Health Report Card to educate residents about local 

water quality. Pierce County also maintains an online portal 

that provides access to water quality monitoring data, 

shellfish beach monitoring data, and weather station data. 

For more information go to 

www.piercecountywa.org/watershedhealthdata

x x x x

Watershed Council 

Coordination, Tom Kantz

Pierce County provides support to the four watershed 

council's located in the County: Puyallup River, Nisqually 

River, Chambers-Clover, and Key Peninsula-Gig Harbor-

Islands. Watershed councils provide a public forum for 

watershed based issues, network of professionals and 

private citizens working on watershed issues, and 

stewardship opportunities. For more information: 

www.piercecountywa.org/watersheds

x x x x
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Program Name and Manager Program Overview a.i.1 a.i.1 a.i.1 a.i.1a.i.1 a.i.2 a.i.2 a.i.2 a.ii.1 a.ii.1a.ii.1 b.i.3b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.4 b.ii b.iii

c. Measure effectiveness

10. Education and Outreach Program

a.i 1 and 2Build Awareness

Topics / Reference

General public (including school 

age children), and businesses 

(including home-based and 

mobile businesses)

Engineers, 

contractors, 

developers and 

land use planners

General public (may 

include children) and 

businesses (include 

home based and 

mobile)

a.ii Behavior Change

Residents, landscapers and property managers/owners

Raise the Grade Program, Dan 

Smith

Pierce County continued to implement the Raise the Grade 

program (established in 2011) The goal of the "Raise the 

Grade" initiative is to improve water quality in selected 

waterbodies: Filucy Bay, Mark Dickson Creek, Swan Creek, 

Clear Creek, Canyonfalls Creek, Clover Creek and Spanaway 

Creek. This goal will be reached over time through public 

outreach, source tracking and capital improvement. For 

more information: www.piercecountywa.org/raisethegrade

x x x x

Dumpster maintenance 

program, Mike Halliday

Pierce County developed a reminder sticker to post on 

dumpsters for people to shut the lid and call for dumpster 

replacement if the dumpster has a leak and developed a 

one-page handout related to dumpster maintenance. These 

resources are be distributed to businesses and multi-family 

housing complexes by stormwater inspectors. Pierce County 

also hosts a sharing website for the dumpster maintenance 

work group with resources related to dumpster 

maintenance programs at: 

www.co.pierce.wa.us/index.aspx?NID=4249

x

Moss removal program, Mike 

Halliday

Pierce County continued in 2018 its moss removal program 

distributing a recipe card. Started in 2016, Pierce County 

identified moss removal as a home maintenance issue likely 

to affect water quality based on questions received from 

citizens during rain barrel and natural yard care program 

interviews. The moss removal recipe card was developed 

and distributed via community events. 

x x x
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Program Name and Manager Program Overview a.i.1 a.i.1 a.i.1 a.i.1a.i.1 a.i.2 a.i.2 a.i.2 a.ii.1 a.ii.1a.ii.1 b.i.3b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.4 b.ii b.iii

c. Measure effectiveness

10. Education and Outreach Program

a.i 1 and 2Build Awareness

Topics / Reference

General public (including school 

age children), and businesses 

(including home-based and 

mobile businesses)

Engineers, 

contractors, 

developers and 

land use planners

General public (may 

include children) and 

businesses (include 

home based and 

mobile)

a.ii Behavior Change

Residents, landscapers and property managers/owners
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Program Name and Manager Program Overview a.i.1 a.i.1 a.i.1 a.i.1a.i.1 a.i.2 a.i.2 a.i.2 a.ii.1 a.ii.1a.ii.1 b.i.3b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.4 b.ii b.iii

c. Measure effectiveness

10. Education and Outreach Program

a.i 1 and 2Build Awareness

Topics / Reference

General public (including school 

age children), and businesses 

(including home-based and 

mobile businesses)

Engineers, 

contractors, 

developers and 

land use planners

General public (may 

include children) and 

businesses (include 

home based and 

mobile)

a.ii Behavior Change

Residents, landscapers and property managers/owners
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Pierce County Code (PCC) 11.05, Illicit Stormwater Discharges 
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Chapter 11.05 
ILLICIT STORMWATER DISCHARGES  

Sections: 

11.05.010    Purpose. 

11.05.020    Authority. 

11.05.030    Definitions.  

11.05.040    Stormwater Discharges.  

11.05.050    Stormwater Management and Site Development Manual.  

11.05.060    Administration. 

11.05.080    Enforcement. 

11.05.090    Penalties.  

11.05.100    Records Retention. 

11.05.110    Construction – Intent. 

11.05.120    Severability. 

11.05.010 Purpose. 

The purpose of this Chapter is to protect Pierce County's surface and ground water quality by providing 

minimum requirements for reducing and controlling the discharge of pollutants to stormwater conveyance 

systems owned and maintained by Pierce County. The County recognizes that water quality degradation 

can result either directly from one discharge or through the collective impact of many small discharges. 

Therefore, this Chapter prohibits the discharge of pollutants into drainage facilities and outlines preventive 

measures to restrict pollutants from entering such facilities. These measures include the implementation 

of Best Management Practices (BMPs) by the property owners of Pierce County. 

The County finds this Chapter is necessary to protect the health, safety, and welfare of the residents of 

Pierce County and the integrity of the County's water resources for the benefit of all by: minimizing or 

eliminating water quality degradation; preserving and enhancing the suitability of waters for recreation, 

fishing, and other beneficial uses; and preserving and enhancing the aesthetic quality and biotic integrity 

of the water. 

Implementation of this Chapter is required under the Federal Clean Water Act, 33 U.S.C. 1251 et seq. In 

meeting the intent of the Clean Water Act by these provisions, the County also recognizes the importance 

of maintaining economic viability while providing necessary environmental protection. 

(Ord. 2010-106s § 1 (part), 2011; Ord. 2008-59s § 1 (part), 2008; Ord. 96-47 § 1 (part), 1997) 

 

 

 

http://www.codepublishing.com/WA/PierceCounty/#!/html/PierceCounty11/PierceCounty1105.html#11.05.010
http://www.codepublishing.com/WA/PierceCounty/#!/html/PierceCounty11/PierceCounty1105.html#11.05.020
http://www.codepublishing.com/WA/PierceCounty/#!/html/PierceCounty11/PierceCounty1105.html#11.05.030
http://www.codepublishing.com/WA/PierceCounty/#!/html/PierceCounty11/PierceCounty1105.html#11.05.040
http://www.codepublishing.com/WA/PierceCounty/#!/html/PierceCounty11/PierceCounty1105.html#11.05.050
http://www.codepublishing.com/WA/PierceCounty/#!/html/PierceCounty11/PierceCounty1105.html#11.05.060
http://www.codepublishing.com/WA/PierceCounty/#!/html/PierceCounty11/PierceCounty1105.html#11.05.080
http://www.codepublishing.com/WA/PierceCounty/#!/html/PierceCounty11/PierceCounty1105.html#11.05.090
http://www.codepublishing.com/WA/PierceCounty/#!/html/PierceCounty11/PierceCounty1105.html#11.05.100
http://www.codepublishing.com/WA/PierceCounty/#!/html/PierceCounty11/PierceCounty1105.html#11.05.110
http://www.codepublishing.com/WA/PierceCounty/#!/html/PierceCounty11/PierceCounty1105.html#11.05.120
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/33
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/33/1251
http://councilonline.co.pierce.wa.us/councilonline/proposal/proposal.htm?proposal_num=2010-106s
http://councilonline.co.pierce.wa.us/councilonline/proposal/proposal.htm?proposal_num=2008-59s
http://councilonline.co.pierce.wa.us/councilonline/proposal/proposal.htm?proposal_num=96-47


Page 2 of 14 

 

11.05.020 Authority. 

Under the provisions of the Federal Clean Water Act, 33 U.S.C. 1251 et seq., Pierce County is required to 

establish rules and regulations to control the discharge of pollutants into Pierce County's separate storm 

sewer system and to prevent and control the impacts of runoff. The County recognizes that clean water 

enhances the quality of life and has long-term economic benefits. The County intends to protect 

environmentally-sensitive areas, and the public benefits derived from clean water, and to implement the 

goals of the Clean Water Act, the state Water Pollution Control Act (Chapter 90.48 RCW), the Puget 

Sound Water Quality Protection Act (Chapter 90.71 RCW), the Growth Management Act (Chapter 36.70A 

RCW), and the County's Comprehensive Plan. Because water quality issues cannot be resolved by 

independent jurisdictions, the County Council requests that the County Executive work on these issues 

on a regional basis. The County also recognizes that by enacting this Chapter, the County will avoid the 

severe financial penalties established in the Clean Water Act. (Ord. 2010-106s § 1 (part), 2011; Ord. 

2008-59s § 1 (part), 2008; Ord. 96-47 § 1 (part), 1997) 

11.05.030 Definitions. Revised 6/15 

The following definitions shall apply in the interpretation and enforcement of this Chapter: 

A.    "Act" means the Federal Clean Water Act, 33 U.S.C. 1251, et seq, as amended. 

B.    "Best Management Practices" or "BMPs" mean the best available and reasonable physical, 

structural, managerial, or behavioral activities, that when used singly, or in combination, eliminate or 

reduce the contamination of surface and/or ground waters of the County. 

C.    "Chapter" means this Chapter. 

D.    "Clean Water Act" means 33 U.S.C. 1251 et. seq., as amended. 

E.    "County" shall mean Pierce County, Washington, or as indicated by the context, County Executive, 

Director, or authorized designee. 

F.    "Dangerous Waste" means any solid, liquid, or mixed waste defined according to WAC 173-303-080 

through -110, as amended. 

G.    "Director" means the Director of the Pierce County Public Works Department or any duly authorized 

representatives of the Director. 

H.    "Discharge" means to throw, drain, release, dump, spill, empty, emit, or pour forth any matter or to 

cause or allow matter to flow, run, or seep from land to be thrown, drained, released, dumped, spilled, 

emptied, emitted, or poured into water. 

I.    "Drainage Facility" means the system that collects, conveys, and stores surface and stormwater 

runoff. Drainage facilities shall include, but not be limited to, all surface and stormwater conveyance and 

containment facilities owned or operated by Pierce County included pipelines, channels, ditches, 

infiltration facilities, retention/detention facilities, erosion/sedimentation control facilities, and other 

drainage structures and appurtenances, and natural systems including rivers, streams, swamps, lakes, 

http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/33
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/33/1251
http://www.codepublishing.com/cgi-bin/rcw.pl?cite=90.48
http://www.codepublishing.com/cgi-bin/rcw.pl?cite=90.71
http://www.codepublishing.com/cgi-bin/rcw.pl?cite=36.70A
http://councilonline.co.pierce.wa.us/councilonline/proposal/proposal.htm?proposal_num=2010-106s
http://councilonline.co.pierce.wa.us/councilonline/proposal/proposal.htm?proposal_num=2008-59s
http://councilonline.co.pierce.wa.us/councilonline/proposal/proposal.htm?proposal_num=96-47
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/33
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/33/1251
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/33
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/33/1251
http://www.codepublishing.com/cgi-bin/wac.pl?cite=173-303-080
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wetlands, marine waters, closed depressions, and groundwater flooding areas within unincorporated 

Pierce County. 

J.    "Ecology" means the Washington State Department of Ecology. 

K.    "Farm Management Plan" means a comprehensive site-specific plan developed by the farm owner in 

cooperation with the Pierce County Conservation District and the Conservation Districts of the State of 

Washington, that takes into consideration the land owner's objectives while protecting water quality and 

related natural resources. 

L.    "Forest Practices" means any activity conducted on or directly pertaining to forest land and relating to 

growing, harvesting, or processing timber, as defined in Chapter 222-16 of the Washington Administrative 

Code. 

M.    "Ground Water" means all waters that exist beneath the land surface or beneath the bed of any 

stream, lake, or reservoir, or other body of surface water, whatever may be the geological formation or 

structure in which such water stands or flows, percolates, or otherwise moves. 

N.    "Hazardous material" means any material potentially harmful to life and/or property. 

O.    "Illicit Discharge" means the discharges defined by Section 11.05.040. 

P.    "May"/"Shall" -- "May" is permissive, "Shall" is mandatory. 

Q.    "Manual" means the current Pierce County Stormwater Management and Site Development Manual. 

R.    "National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System" or "NPDES" means the national program for 

controlling pollutants from non-point and point source discharges directly into waters of the United States 

under the Clean Water Act. 

S.    "National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Permit" means an authorization, license, or 

equivalent control document issued by the Environmental Protection Agency or the Washington State 

Department of Ecology to implement the requirements of the NPDES program. 

T.    "Owner of Record" means a property owner, as reflected in the public title records. 

U.    "Person" means an individual, their agents or assigns; municipality; political subdivision; government 

agency; partnership; corporation; business; or any other entity. 

V.    "Pierce County Stormwater Management and Site Development Manual" means the latest version of 

the manual describing design, maintenance, best management practices, procedures, guidance for 

stormwater systems for new development and redevelopment, and guidance for preventing or treating 

pollutants in stormwater, to be utilized by businesses, industries and private residences, which has been 

approved by the Pierce County Council. 

W.    "Pollutant/Pollution" means such contamination, or other alteration of the physical, chemical, or 

biological properties, of any waters of the County, State or United States, including change in 

temperature, taste, color turbidity, or odor of the waters, or such discharge of any liquid, gaseous, solid, 

radioactive, or other substance into any waters as will or is likely to create a nuisance or render such 

waters harmful, detrimental, or injurious to the public health, safety, or welfare, or to domestic, 

http://www.codepublishing.com/cgi-bin/wac.pl?cite=222-16
http://www.codepublishing.com/WA/PierceCounty/#!/html/PierceCounty11/PierceCounty1105.html#11.05.040
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commercial, industrial, agricultural, recreational, or other legitimate beneficial uses, or to livestock, wild 

animals, birds, fish, or other aquatic life. 

X.    "Sewage" means water-carried human waste or a combination of water-carried wastes from 

residences, business buildings, institutions, and industrial establishments, together with such ground, 

surface, storm, or other waters that may inadvertently enter the sanitary sewer system. 

Y.    "Shall"/"May" -- "Shall" is mandatory; "May" is permissive. 

Z.    "Source Control" means a BMP intended to prevent pollutants from entering surface and storm water 

and/or ground water including the modification of processes to eliminate the production or use of 

pollutants. Source control BMPs can be either structural or non-structural. Structural source control BMPs 

involve the construction of a physical structure on site, or other type of physical modification to a site; for 

example, building a covered storage area. A non-structural source control BMP involves the modification 

or addition of managerial or behavioral practices; for example, using less toxic alternatives to current 

products or sweeping vehicle parking lots. 

AA.    "State", when used as a noun, means the State of Washington. 

BB.    "State Waste Discharge Permit" means an authorization, license, or equivalent control document 

issued by the Washington State Department of Ecology in accordance with Chapter 173-216 of the 

Washington Administrative Code. 

CC.    "Surface and Stormwater" means water originating from rainfall and other precipitation that is found 

in drainage facilities, rivers, streams, springs, seeps, ponds, lakes, and wetlands, as well as shallow 

ground water. 

DD.    "Treatment" means the reduction or elimination of pollutants in stormwater prior to or in lieu of 

discharging or otherwise introducing such pollutants into the stormwater system. 

EE.    "Treatment BMP" means a BMP intended to remove pollutants once they are already contained in 

stormwater. Examples of treatment BMPs include: oil/water separators, biofiltration swales, and wet-

settling basins. 

FF.    "Toxic Pollutants" means those pollutants, or combination of pollutants, including disease-causing 

agents, which after discharge and upon exposure, ingestion, inhalation, or assimilation into any organism 

either directly from the environment or indirectly by ingestion through food chains, will, on the basis of 

information available to the Director, cause death, disease, behavioral abnormalities, cancer, genetic 

mutations, physiological malfunctions (including reproductive malfunctions), or physical deformations in 

such organisms or their offsprings. 
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GG.    "Waters of the State/Waters of the United States" means: 

1.    All waters which are currently used, were used in the past, or may be susceptible to use in interstate 

or foreign commerce, including all waters which are subject to the ebb and flow of the tide; 

2.    All interstate waters, including interstate wetlands; 

3.    All other waters such as intrastate lakes, rivers, streams (including intermittent streams), mud flats, 

sand flats, wetlands, sloughs, prairie potholes, wet meadows, playa lakes, or natural ponds the use, 

degradation, or destruction of which would affect interstate or foreign commerce, including any such 

waters: 

a.    Which are or could be used by interstate or foreign travelers for recreational or other purposes; 

b.    From which fish or shellfish are or could be taken and sold in interstate or foreign commerce; or 

c.    Which are used or could be used for industrial purposes by industries in interstate commerce; 

4.    All impoundments of waters otherwise defined as waters of the United States under this definition; 

5.    Tributaries of waters identified in paragraphs 1. through 6. of this definition; 

6.    The territorial sea; 

7.    Wetlands adjacent to waters (other than waters that are themselves wetlands) identified in 

paragraphs 1. through 6. of this definition; 

8.    Waste treatment systems, including treatment ponds or lagoons designed to meet the requirements 

of the Clean Water Act (other than cooling ponds as defined in 40 CFR 423.11(m) which also meet the 

criteria of this definition), are not waters of the United States; 

9.    The following guidelines can also help determine the status of a particular drainage conveyance: 

a.    If flow is year-round and of natural origin, it is a Water of the United States. 

b.    If the flow is intermittent but flows seasonally (not just during storm events), it is a Water of the 

United States. 

c.    If Federal or State in-stream water quality standards apply, it is a Water of the United States. 

d.    Naturally occurring drainage ditches are considered tributaries thereof to Waters of the United 

States. 

10.    Waters of the State shall include lakes, rivers, ponds, streams, inland waters, underground waters, 

salt waters and all other surface waters and watercourses within the jurisdiction of the state of 

Washington. 

(Ord. 2015-25s § 2 (part), 2015; Ord. 2010-106s § 1 (part), 2011; Ord. 2008-59s § 1 (part), 2008; Ord. 96-

47 § 1 (part), 1997) 
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11.05.040 Stormwater Discharges. Revised 6/15 

A.    Illicit discharges. It is unlawful for any person to discharge any pollutants into drainage facilities. 

Pollutants include, but are not limited, to the following: 

 1.    trash or debris; 

 2.    solid waste; 

 3.    construction materials; 

 4.    petroleum products including but not limited to oil, gasoline, grease, fuel oil, heating oil; 

 5.    antifreeze and other automotive products; 

 6.    fixed and mobile vehicle washes, including home car washing; 

 7.    metals in either particulate or dissolved form, in excess of naturally occurring amounts; 

 8.    flammable or explosive materials; 

 9.    radioactive materials; 

10.    batteries; 

11.    acids, alkalis, or bases; 

12.    paints, stains, resins, lacquers, or varnishes; 

13.    degreasers and/or solvents; 

14.    drain cleaners; 

15.    commercial and household cleaning materials; 

16.    carpet cleaning wastes; 

17.    pesticides, herbicides, or fertilizers; 

18.    steam cleaning wastes; 

19.    laundry waste; 

20.    soaps, detergents, or ammonia; 

21.    swimming pool backwash (diatomaceous earth); 

22.    chlorine, bromine, and other disinfectants; 

23.    heated water; 

24.    chlorinated swimming pool or hot tub water greater than 0.1 ppm chlorine; 

25.    human and animal wastes; 

26.    domestic or sanitary sewage; 

27.    recreational vehicle waste; 

28.    animal carcasses; 

29.    food and food wastes; 

30.    yard waste; 

31.    bark and other fibrous materials; does not include large woody debris (LWD) in approved restoration   

projects; 

32.    collected lawn clippings, leaves, or branches; 
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33.    wastes associated with building construction; 

34.    concrete and concrete by-products; 

35.    silt, sediment, including dirt, sand, and gravel; 

36.    dyes and ink (except as stated in subsection C.1. of this Section); 

37.    chemicals, not normally found in uncontaminated water; 

38.    runoff from lawn/landscaping watering; 

39.    practice firefighting activities; 

40.    any hazardous material or waste not listed above. 

B.    Illicit Connections. Any connection identified by the Director that could convey anything not 

composed entirely of surface and stormwater directly into drainage facilities is considered an illicit 

connection and is prohibited with the following exceptions: connections conveying allowable discharges, 

or connections conveying discharges pursuant to an NPDES permit or a State Waste Discharge Permit. 

When the Director has reason to believe that an illicit connection is resulting in an illicit discharge, the 

Director may sample and analyze the discharge and recover the costs from a person in an enforcement 

proceeding. When the discharge is likely to contain illicit discharges on a recurring basis, the Director may 

conduct, or may require the person to conduct ongoing monitoring (including sampling and testing) at the 

person's expense. Illicit connections must be removed or obtain permits at the discretion of the Director. 

C.    Requirements for Discharges and Land Uses. For all existing discharges that drain directly or 

indirectly to a drainage facility, persons shall implement and maintain non-structural and, if necessary, 

structural BMP's, to comply with Pierce County's Municipal NPDES permit requirements and this Chapter. 

Non-structural BMP's shall include, but not be limited to, maintenance and housekeeping practices, 

sweeping of parking lots, storing oil barrels and other contaminant sources out of the rain, covering 

material stockpiles, and proper use and storage of hazardous materials. Structural BMP's include, but 

shall not be limited to, constructed facilities such as detention tanks, wet ponds, oil/water separators, 

grassed swales, roofing and berms for container storage areas, and revised piping systems. 

All commercial and industrial facilities with a potential to pollute shall take measures to prevent spills or 

other accidental introduction of illicit discharges into a drainage facility. Such measures shall include: 

1.    Establishment and implementation of plans and procedures to prevent spills and accidental releases 

of materials that may contaminate stormwater; 

2.    Implementation of procedures for immediate containment and other appropriate action regarding 

spills and other accidental releases to prevent contamination of stormwater; 

3.    Provision of necessary containment and response equipment on-site, and training of personnel 

regarding the procedures and equipment to be used. 

The provisions of this subsection may be satisfied by a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan prepared in 

compliance with a NPDES industrial stormwater permit for the site. The persons shall make the plan and 

procedures required by this subsection available to the Director when requested. 
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A person must, at the earliest possible time, but in any case within 24 hours of discovery, report to the 

Director a spill, release, dumping, or other situation that has contributed or is likely to contribute pollutants 

into waters discharged to a drainage facility. This reporting requirement is in addition to, and not instead 

of, any other reporting requirements under federal, state, or local laws. 

D.    Allowable Discharges. The following types of discharges shall not be considered illicit discharges 

for the purpose of this Chapter unless the Director determines that the type of discharge, whether singly 

or in combination with others, is causing significant contamination of drainage facilities and is causing or 

contributing to a violation of the County's NPDES stormwater permit: 

1.    potable water; 

2.    potable water line flushing, provided the water is not chlorinated in excess of 0.1 ppm total chlorine 

and will have no detectable total chlorine residual upon reaching waters of the State or United States; 

3.    uncontaminated water from crawl space pumps or footing drains; 

4.    dechlorinated swimming pool water; however, Pierce County Surface Water Management must be 

notified in advance to ensure release is not in excess of drainage system capacity; 

5.    materials placed as part of a County approved habitat restoration or bank stabilization project; 

6.    natural uncontaminated surface water or ground water; 

7.    flows from riparian habitats and wetlands; and 

8.    other uncontaminated water as determined by the Director. 

When BMPs are outlined for these activities in the Manual, said BMPs, or BMPs of equivalent 

effectiveness, shall be followed. 

E.    Exceptions to Illicit Discharges. 

1.    Dye testing is allowable but requires verbal notification to the Pierce County Public Works Storm 

Drainage and Surface Water Management Utility at least one working day prior to the date of the test. 

The Tacoma-Pierce County Health Department is exempt from this requirement. 

2.    If a person can demonstrate that there are no additional pollutants being discharged from the site 

above the background conditions of the water entering the site, that person shall not be in violation of 

subsection A. of this Section. 

3.    Emergency response activities or other actions that must be undertaken immediately or within a time 

too short to allow full compliance with this Chapter to avoid an imminent threat to public health or safety, 

shall be exempt from this Section. The person responsible for emergency response activities should take 

steps to ensure that the discharges resulting from such activities are minimized to the greatest extent 

possible. In addition, the person shall evaluate BMPs and the site plan, where applicable, to prevent 

reoccurrence. 

(Ord. 2015-25s § 2 (part), 2015; Ord. 2010-106s § 1 (part), 2011; Ord. 2008-59s § 1 (part), 2008; Ord. 96-

47 § 1 (part), 1997) 

http://councilonline.co.pierce.wa.us/councilonline/proposal/proposal.htm?proposal_num=2015-25s
http://councilonline.co.pierce.wa.us/councilonline/proposal/proposal.htm?proposal_num=2010-106s
http://councilonline.co.pierce.wa.us/councilonline/proposal/proposal.htm?proposal_num=2008-59s
http://councilonline.co.pierce.wa.us/councilonline/proposal/proposal.htm?proposal_num=96-47
http://councilonline.co.pierce.wa.us/councilonline/proposal/proposal.htm?proposal_num=96-47
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11.05.050 Stormwater Management and Site Development Manual. Revised 6/15 

A.    General. The Pierce County Stormwater Management and Site Development Manual contains 

requirements and guidelines to assist persons discharging into municipal drainage systems to stay in 

compliance with this Chapter. The Manual shall present best management practices, procedures and 

guidance for existing facilities and activities and for new development activities. The Manual is available 

for inspection and sale through Pierce County Public Works. In addition, the Pierce County Public Works 

Storm Drainage and Surface Water Management Utility will provide, upon reasonable request, available 

technical assistance materials and information, and information on outside financial assistance options to 

persons required to comply with this Chapter. 

B.    Exemptions. Persons implementing BMPs through other federal, state, or local programs will not be 

required to implement the BMPs prescribed in the Manual, unless the Director determines that the 

alternative BMPs are ineffective in reducing the discharge of pollutants. If another program requires the 

development of a plan, the person shall make their plan available to Pierce County Public Works Storm 

Drainage and Surface Water Management Utility upon request. Persons who qualify for exemptions 

include, but are not limited to, those: 

1.    Required to obtain or permitted under a general or individual NPDES permit for stormwater 

discharges from the Washington State Department of Ecology or Environmental Protection Agency; 

2.    Implementing and maintaining, as scheduled, a farm management plan approved by a Conservation 

District; 

3.    Engaged in forest practices, with the exception of Class IV, and Class IVA Special general forest 

practices. This Section will apply to Class IV general forest practices on lands platted after January 1, 

1960, or on lands being converted to another use, or where the activity is taking place in areas 

designated by the Washington State Department of Natural Resources as lands with a likelihood of future 

conversion. 

(Ord. 2015-25s § 2 (part), 2015; Ord. 2008-59s § 1 (part), 2008; Ord. 96-47 § 1 (part), 1997) 

11.05.060 Administration. 

A.    General. The Director is authorized to implement and enforce the provisions of this Chapter. The 

Director will coordinate the implementation and enforcement of this Chapter with other departments of 

Pierce County government. 

B.    Treatment BMPs. In the event that a person discharges stormwater into a Municipal Drainage 

Facility that is not of a quality that complies with County, State, and Federal technology-based 

requirements, or where determined necessary, water quality-based requirements, the person shall 

provide necessary source control/stormwater treatment BMPs as required to comply with these 

requirements. The Manual shall be used to select acceptable technologies. Any facility required to treat 

stormwater to an acceptable level shall be provided and shall be properly operated and maintained at the 

http://councilonline.co.pierce.wa.us/councilonline/proposal/proposal.htm?proposal_num=2015-25s
http://councilonline.co.pierce.wa.us/councilonline/proposal/proposal.htm?proposal_num=2008-59s
http://councilonline.co.pierce.wa.us/councilonline/proposal/proposal.htm?proposal_num=96-47
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user's expense. Detailed engineering plans and specifications showing the treatment facilities shall be 

submitted to the County for review, and must be acceptable to the County before construction of the 

facility. The person shall obtain all necessary construction/operating permits from the County. Depending 

upon size and complexity of the treatment facility, the County may find it necessary to require that the 

facility be run by a qualified operator. Necessary qualifications shall be determined by the County in each 

individual case. The review of such plans shall in no way relieve the person from the responsibility of 

modifying its facility as necessary to produce a stormwater effluent acceptable to the County under the 

provisions of this Chapter. Upon completion of the treatment facility, the person shall furnish its 

operations and maintenance procedures to the County for review and approval. Any subsequent 

significant changes in the treatment facilities or operation and maintenance procedures shall be reported 

to and be accepted by the County prior to the person's initiation of the changes. 

C.    Inspection and Sampling. The County may inspect the facilities of any person to determine 

compliance with the requirements of these regulations. The person shall allow the County to enter upon 

the premises of the person at all reasonable hours for the purposes of inspection, sampling, or records 

examination. The County shall have the right to inspect and copy any of the person's records that are 

required by, or that relate to, compliance with the terms and conditions of these regulations. The County 

shall have the right to set up on the person's property such devices as are necessary to conduct 

sampling, inspection, compliance monitoring, and/or metering operations. 

D.    Confidential Information. Information and data furnished to the County with respect to the nature 

and frequency of discharge into the stormwater system shall be available to the public or to other 

governmental agencies without restriction unless the person specifically requests and is able to 

demonstrate to the satisfaction of the Director that the release of such information would divulge 

information, processes, or methods of production entitled to protection as trade secrets or proprietary 

information of the person. When requested by a person furnishing a report, the portions of a report or 

other information which may disclose trade secrets or secret processes shall not be made available for 

inspection by the public but shall be made available upon written request to governmental agencies for 

uses related to these regulations, NPDES Permit and/or other programs as amended; however such 

portions of a report or other information shall be available for use by the County, the State, or any other 

public agency in enforcement proceedings involving the person furnishing the report. The constituents 

and characteristics of the stormwater will not be recognized as confidential information. Information 

accepted by the County as confidential shall not be transmitted to any governmental agency or to the 

general public by the Director until and unless a ten day notification is given to the person. 

(Ord. 2008-59s § 1 (part), 2008; Ord. 96-47 § 1 (part), 1997) 

 

 

http://councilonline.co.pierce.wa.us/councilonline/proposal/proposal.htm?proposal_num=2008-59s
http://councilonline.co.pierce.wa.us/councilonline/proposal/proposal.htm?proposal_num=96-47
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11.05.080 Enforcement. 

A.    Authorization. The Director is authorized to enforce this Chapter and any permit, order or approval 

issued pursuant to this Chapter, against any violation or threatened violation thereof. Violations of this 

Chapter shall constitute a public nuisance. The Director is authorized to take enforcement actions against 

persons responsible for illicit discharges and connections, as well as dumping as described in this 

Chapter. 

B.    Compliance. The Director shall attain compliance with this Chapter by requiring the implementation 

of BMPs and maintenance of BMPs. The Director shall initially rely on education and informational 

assistance to gain compliance with this Chapter, unless the Director determines a violation poses a 

hazard to public health, safety, or welfare, endangers any property, or adversely affects the safety and 

operation of County right-of-way, utilities and/or other property owned or maintained by the County, that 

should be addressed through immediate penalties. The Director may demand immediate cessation of 

discharges and assess penalties for violations that are an imminent or substantial danger to the health or 

welfare of persons or danger to the environment. 

(Ord. 2008-59s § 1 (part), 2008; Ord. 96-47 § 1 (part), 1997) 

11.05.090 Penalties. Revised 6/15 

A.    Enforcement Actions. The County shall be responsible for enforcing this Title. The County is 

authorized to issue violation notices, orders, levy fines, recover costs, issue notices of civil infraction, 

and/or institute both civil and criminal actions in the court. Recourse to any single remedy shall not 

preclude recourse to any other remedies available to the County. 

B.    Notice and Order to Correct. The County is authorized to issue a Notice of Violation and Order to 

Correct for violations of this Chapter to the individuals who own or maintain the property where the 

violation occurred. The order shall include the following: 

1.    Description of Violation. The Notice of Violation and Order to Correct shall describe the violation 

and shall order appropriate corrective action(s) to be taken within a specified time period. 

2.    Compliance. Every order shall require appropriate corrective action(s) to be completed within a 

specified time period. 

3.    Service. The Notice and Order shall be served by any one or combination of the following methods: 

a.    by both first class and certified mail with a return receipt requested; or 

b.    by posting the order in a prominent location on the property where the violation occurred, or 

c.    by personal service. 

4.    Appeals. Appeals of written orders shall proceed according to PCC 1.22.090, Pierce County Hearing 

Examiner Code, as an appeal of an administrative decision. The notice of the appeal shall be submitted 

at the Pierce County Development Center along with payment of the required appeal fee within 14 days 

http://councilonline.co.pierce.wa.us/councilonline/proposal/proposal.htm?proposal_num=2008-59s
http://councilonline.co.pierce.wa.us/councilonline/proposal/proposal.htm?proposal_num=96-47
http://www.codepublishing.com/WA/PierceCounty/#!/html/PierceCounty01/PierceCounty0122.html#1.22.090
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of the date of the order. After hearing said matter, the Examiner shall issue a decision upholding, 

revoking, or modifying the order. 

C.    Civil Infraction. Failure to comply with the terms of a written order shall constitute a class 1 civil 

infraction to be prosecuted in accordance with Chapter 1.16 PCC. Each day that a person fails to comply 

with the terms of a written order issued under this Chapter shall constitute a separate violation. 

D.    Civil Penalty. The provisions of this Section are in addition to and not in lieu of any other penalty, 

sanction or right of action provided by law. The purpose of this penalty is to encourage compliance with 

this Chapter and to obtain redress for ecological, recreational, and economic values lost or damaged due 

to the unlawful action. Any person who fails to obtain a necessary permit for discharge into a drainage 

facility shall be assessed a civil penalty as follows: 

1.    The Director may assess the violator a civil penalty not to exceed $1,000.00 for each violation. Each 

violation or each day of continued unlawful activity shall constitute a separate violation. 

2.    Any person who, through an act of commission or omission, aids in a violation shall be considered to 

have committed the violation for purposes of the civil penalty. 

3.    The penalty provided for in this Section shall be imposed by the Director in writing, either by certified 

mail with return receipt requested or by personal service, to the person incurring the penalty, describing 

the violation with reasonable particularity and ordering appropriate corrective action to be taken within a 

specified time. 

4.    Within 30 days after the notice of penalty is received, the person incurring the penalty may apply in 

writing to the Director for remission or mitigation of such penalty. Upon receipt of the application, the 

Director may remit or mitigate the penalty upon whatever terms is deemed proper to bring about 

compliance with this Chapter. 

5.    Any decision(s) regarding remission or mitigation of the penalties imposed pursuant to this 

subsection may be appealed to the Pierce County Hearing Examiner under Chapter 1.22 PCC as an 

appeal of an administrative decision. The appellant shall submit a notice of appeal at the Pierce County 

Development Center along with payment of the required appeal fee within 14 days of the date of the 

decision. 

6.    If the penalty is not appealed, the violator will have up to 30 days after receipt of notice for payment 

of the penalty, unless a written request is made to the Director and granted for a longer payment period. 

7.    All civil penalties recovered during the enforcement of this Section shall be deposited into a fund of 

the division taking the enforcement action and shall be used for the protection of surface and stormwater 

or groundwater as set forth in this Chapter. 

E.    Recovery of Costs Incurred by the County. Any person violating any of the provisions of this 

Chapter, who discharges or causes a discharge which violates the County's NPDES permit and/or 

produces a deposit or obstruction or causes damage to or impairs a drainage facility, or causes damage 

to physical, chemical, or biological systems, of waters of the State or waters of the United States, shall be 

http://www.codepublishing.com/WA/PierceCounty/#!/html/PierceCounty01/PierceCounty0116.html#1.16
http://www.codepublishing.com/WA/PierceCounty/#!/html/PierceCounty01/PierceCounty0122.html#1.22
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liable to the County for any expense, loss, or damage caused by such violation or discharge, including the 

costs for bringing the County back into compliance with its NPDES permit associated with the violation of 

these regulations, and any fines levied for violations of the County's NPDES permit. 

F.    Appeal Rights of Recovery of Cost Assessments. A Billing Statement issued by the Director or 

designee is appealable within 14 days from the date of the letter. Appeals may be filed by submitting a 

$300.00 appeal fee along with written statement identifying the basis for disputing County claim to the 

Public Works Department. 

G.    Violators Punishable by Fine and Imprisonment. Any person who, without authorization, 

discharges pollutants into a drainage facility, uses an unapproved connection to discharge into a drainage 

facility, submits false information in permitting and reporting requirements, violates the terms and 

conditions of a permit, fails to comply with an order issued by the Director or designee, fails to pay a civil 

penalty or cost recovery assessment, or obstructs or damages a drainage facility shall be deemed guilty 

of a misdemeanor, and shall be punished by fine not to exceed $1,000.00 or by imprisonment not to 

exceed 90 days, or by both such a fine and imprisonment. Each person found guilty of a violation shall be 

deemed guilty of a separate offense for every day during any portion of which the violation is committed, 

continued, or permitted by such person and shall be punishable as provided for in this Chapter. Any 

person who, through an act of commission or omission, procures, aids, or abets in violation shall be 

considered to have committed a violation for the purpose of this Section. 

H.    Injunction and other Civil Remedies. In addition to any other penalty or method of enforcement, 

the prosecuting attorney may bring civil actions and suits for damages, injunctive relief and/or for other 

civil remedies as necessary. Any violation of this Chapter shall constitute a public nuisance, and may be 

enjoined as provided by the Statutes of the State of Washington. 

(Ord. 2015-25s § 2 (part), 2015; Ord. 2010-106s § 1 (part), 2011; Ord. 2008-59s § 1 (part), 2008; Ord. 96-

47 § 1 (part), 1997) 

11.05.100 Records Retention. 

All Persons subject to these regulations shall retain and preserve for no less than three years any 

records, books, documents, memoranda, reports, correspondence, and any and all summaries thereof, 

relating to operation, maintenance, monitoring, sampling, and chemical analysis made by or on behalf of 

a person in connection with its discharge. All records which pertain to matters which are the subject of 

Administrative Adjustment or any other enforcement or litigation activities brought by the Director 

pursuant to this Chapter shall be retained and preserved by the Person until all enforcement activities 

have concluded and all periods of limitation with respect to any and all appeals have expired. (Ord. 96-47 

§ 1 (part), 1997) 

 

http://councilonline.co.pierce.wa.us/councilonline/proposal/proposal.htm?proposal_num=2015-25s
http://councilonline.co.pierce.wa.us/councilonline/proposal/proposal.htm?proposal_num=2010-106s
http://councilonline.co.pierce.wa.us/councilonline/proposal/proposal.htm?proposal_num=2008-59s
http://councilonline.co.pierce.wa.us/councilonline/proposal/proposal.htm?proposal_num=96-47
http://councilonline.co.pierce.wa.us/councilonline/proposal/proposal.htm?proposal_num=96-47
http://councilonline.co.pierce.wa.us/councilonline/proposal/proposal.htm?proposal_num=96-47
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11.05.110 Construction – Intent. 

This Chapter is enacted as an exercise of the County's power to protect and preserve the public health, 

safety, and welfare. Its provisions shall be liberally construed to give full effect to the objectives and 

purposes for which it was enacted. This Chapter is not enacted to create or otherwise establish or 

designate any particular class or group of persons who will or should be especially protected or benefitted 

by the terms of this Chapter. 

The primary obligation of compliance with this Chapter is placed upon the person holding title to the 

property. Nothing contained in this Chapter is intended to be or shall be construed to create or form a 

basis for liability for the County, the Department, its officers, employees or agents for any injury or 

damage resulting from the failure of the person holding title to the property (owner of record) to comply 

with the provisions of this Chapter, or by reason or in consequence of any act or omission to act in 

connection with the implementation or enforcement of this Chapter by the County, the Department, its 

officers, employees, or agents. 

(Ord. 96-47 § 1 (part), 1997) 

11.05.120 Severability. 

If any Section, clause, or provision of this Chapter is declared invalid by the courts, the same shall not 

affect the validity of the Chapter as a whole or any part thereof, other than the part declared invalid. (Ord. 

96-47 § 1 (part), 1997)  

http://councilonline.co.pierce.wa.us/councilonline/proposal/proposal.htm?proposal_num=96-47
http://councilonline.co.pierce.wa.us/councilonline/proposal/proposal.htm?proposal_num=96-47
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Sponsored by: Councilmembers Connie Ladenburg and Derek Young 1 
Requested by: County Executive/Public Works Department 2 
 3 
 4 
 5 

ORDINANCE NO. 2015-48s 6 

 7 
 8 
 9 

An Ordinance of the Pierce County Council Amending Pierce County Code 10 

Title 17A, "Construction and Infrastructure Regulations – 11 

Site Development and Stormwater Drainage," and Title 17B, 12 

"Construction and Infrastructure Regulations – Road and 13 

Bridge Design and Construction Standards"; Repealing the 14 

"Pierce County Stormwater Management and Site 15 

Development Manual" Adopted Pursuant to Ordinance No. 16 

2008-59s, as Amended; Adopting a New Manual Titled 17 

"Pierce County Stormwater Management and Site 18 

Development Manual"; Amending Pierce County Code 19 

Chapter 2.05, "Planning and Land Services and Assessor-20 

Treasurer Development Review, Inspection and Application/ 21 

Processing Fees," and Chapter 18.25, "Definitions"; and 22 

Setting an Effective Date. 23 

 24 

 Whereas, Pierce County is a Phase 1 National Pollutant Discharge Elimination 25 

System (NPDES) permittee operating a municipal separate storm sewer system under a 26 

permit (hereinafter referred to as the "Phase 1 MS4 General Permit") issued by the 27 

Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology) as directed by the Federal Clean 28 

Water Act (CWA) and the State Water Pollution Control Law (Chapter 90.48 RCW); and 29 

 30 

 Whereas, in accordance with schedules mandating periodic approval of Phase 1 31 

MS4 General Permits, a new NPDES Permit for Pierce County was issued on August 1, 32 

2012, with an effective date of August 1, 2013, and subsequently modified on 33 

January 16, 2015, by Ecology; and 34 

 35 

 Whereas, a requirement of the Phase 1 MS4 General Permit is that Pierce 36 

County adopt a Stormwater Manual which has been determined by Ecology to be 37 

equivalent to the Ecology "Stormwater Management Manual for Western Washington" 38 

for controlling the quantity and quality of stormwater runoff; and 39 

 40 

 Whereas, the Pierce County Council recognizes that stormwater is an important 41 

part of the hydrologic cycle and directly impacts streams, wetlands, lakes, creeks, 42 

potholes, groundwater, the Puget Sound, and is a primary component responsible for 43 

aquifer recharge; and 44 

 45 

  46 
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 Whereas, the Pierce County Council recognizes that appropriate controls for 1 

stormwater are necessary to protect public and private property from the impacts of 2 

runoff such as flooding, erosion, and sedimentation due to runoff from development, 3 

redevelopment, and land disturbing activities; and 4 

 5 

 Whereas, the adoption of an Ecology equivalent Stormwater Manual will add an 6 

incremental level of complexity to the permit process, will require initial procedural 7 

development, also additional staff time to review an application, and continued training 8 

to assure that development activity is reviewed consistently and correctly;  Now 9 

Therefore, 10 

 11 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of Pierce County: 12 

 13 

Section 1.  Title 17A of the Pierce County Code, "Construction and Infrastructure 14 

Regulations – Site Development and Stormwater Drainage," is hereby amended as 15 

shown in Exhibit A attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference. 16 

 17 

Section 2.  Title 17B of the Pierce County Code, "Construction and Infrastructure 18 

Regulations – Road and Bridge Design and Construction Standards," is hereby 19 

amended as shown in Exhibit B attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference. 20 

 21 

Section 3.  The Pierce County Council hereby repeals updates "Pierce County 22 

Stormwater Management and Site Development Manual" adopted pursuant to Ord. 23 

2008-59s, as amended, and adopts a new manual titled "Pierce County Stormwater 24 

Management and Site Development Manual", attached hereto as Exhibit C and 25 

incorporated herein by reference. 26 

 27 

Section 4.  Chapter 2.05 of the Pierce County Code, "Planning and Land 28 

Services and Assessor-Treasurer Development Review, Inspection and Application/ 29 

Processing Fees," is hereby amended as shown in Exhibit D, which is attached hereto 30 

and incorporated herein by reference. 31 

 32 

Section 5.  Chapter 18.25 of the Pierce County Code, "Definitions," is hereby 33 

amended as shown in Exhibit E, which is attached hereto and incorporated herein by 34 

reference. 35 

 36 

Section 6.  The Pierce County Council hereby directs the Department of Public 37 

Works and the Planning and Land Services Department to create procedural 38 

development aides along with appropriate training to implement the new Manual. 39 

 40 

Section 7.  The Council recognizes that formatting, numbering, and citation 41 

modifications to Exhibit C may be necessary as a result of amendments made during 42 

the legislative process.  To this extent, the Clerk of the Council is hereby authorized to 43 

modify Exhibit C prior to final printing so that any Council amendments are accurately 44 

reflected throughout the document and formatting, numbering, and citations are 45 

correctly shown.  The Clerk of the Council is also authorized to correct spelling and 46 

punctuation errors as necessary. 47 



1 Section 8. This Ordinance shall become effective on December 5, 2015. 
2 
3 
4 
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PASSED this~ day of <2ck~ , 2015. 
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13 
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Project Name Type1 Start 

Year
Status2 End 

Year
Cost Estimate3 WQ Benefit4

Hydro 

Benefit5

Hydro 

Benefit #

MR# 5 

Incentive 

MR# 6 

Incentive 

MR# 7 

Incentive 

Total 

Retrofit 

Incentive6

Other Benefit
Monitoring 

Planned
Lat Long

Receiving Water 

Body 
Comments

D413 - Rody Creek Filter 

Project Phase 1 - 59th 

Ave E.

2 2014 4 2015 122,624.33$           25% 75% 0% 345.4                 0% 6.60 6.60 3.14 acres No 47.19 -122.35 Rody Creek
Used KC S8.D. data for HDR 

137.5 lbs/acre/yr 80% effec.**  

D416 -Phase 1 Rody 

Pond Retrofit 
2 2014 4 2015 296,730.97$           25% 75% 0% 2,794.0              0% 101.20 101.20 25.4 acres No 47.17 -122.35 Rody Creek

Used KC S8.D. data for HDR 

137.5 lbs/acre/yr 80% effec.**  

D415 Phase 1 Spanaway 

Lake Park Filterra 

Retrofit

2 2014 4 2015 311,842.51$           25% 75% 0% 546.8                 100% 2 5.30 5.30 2.86 acres No 47.12 -122.45 Spanaway Lake

Used KC S8.D data for comm 

239lbs/acre/year.  80% effec.  

Filterra

D417 - Phase 2 -

Spanaway Lake Park LID 

Retrofit

2 2014 4 2015 940,376.09$           25% 75% 0% 634.8                 60% 2 6.10 6.10 3.32 acres No 47.12 -122.45 Spanaway Lake
Used KC S8.D data for comm 

239lbs/acre/year. LID portion

D413 Phase 2 Boxless 

Filterra Project - 86th 

Street.

2 2015 4 2016 136,378.91$           25% 75% 0% 451.0                 0% 8.61 8.61 4.1 acres No 47.18 -122.35 Rody Creek
Used KC S8.D. data for HDR 

137.5 lbs/acre/yr 80% effec.**  

D416 Rody Creek WQ 

Retrofit at 72nd Street
2 2015 4 2016 355,848.95$           25% 75% 0% 1,320.0              0% 25.20 25.20 12 acres basic treatment No 47.19 -122.36 Rody Creek

Used KC S8.D. data for HDR 

137.5 lbs/acre/yr 80% effec.**  

D419, Woodland Creek 

Water Quality Retrofit at 

84th St. E & 72nd Ave. E. 

2 2016 4 2017 549,548.64$           100% 8,547.0              163.20 163.20

77.7 acre basin. Install 

Water Quality Vault on 72nd 

Ave. E. near 84th St. E.

Yes 47o09'42.89"N 122020'09.98"W Woodland Creek

The vault will use canister 

filters and a pretreatment 

device.  Plans are currently at 

90%. Project engineered to 

meet Basic Treatment Menu 

137.5 lbs/acre/yr 80% effec.**

D442 - Brookdale Rd and 

N. Fork Clover Creek 

Outfall  Retrofit 

2 2016 2 2020 530,000.00$           100% 819,550.0          0% 77.70 77.70 37 acres contributing basin No 47.14 -122.42
North Fork Clover 

Creek
137.5 lbs/acre/yr 80% effec.**

D047 Sprinker Parking 

Lot LID Retrofit Phase 3
2 2015 1 2018 740,000.00$           100%

Sprinker is a Regional Parks 

facility and project is 

retrofitting the existing 

parking lot with pervious 

driving surfaces and large 

rain gardens.

Yes 47.12 -122.44 Spanaway Creek

This project is in the initial 

design phase at time of this 

report. Therefore, WQ 

benefits, and hydro benefits, 

will be  calculated in the future 

as additional data is collected.

D810, Diru Creek Water 

Quality Retrofit at 67th 

Ave. Ct. E.

2 2016 2 2018 173,105.00$           25% 75% 1,408.0              0% 26.88 26.88

12.8 acre basin.  Install 

Water Quality Vault on 67th 

Ave. E. between 104th St. E. 

and Pipeline Road. 

Yes 47o09'48.54"N 122020'24.53"W Diru Creek

Design at 60%. Project 

engineered to meet Basic 

Treatment Menu Standards, 

137.5 lbs/acre/yr 80% effec.**

D811, Diru Creek Water 

Quality Retrofit at 64th 

Ave. Ct. E.

2 2016 2 2018 119,134.00$           100% 346.5                 0% 3.15 3.15

1.5 acre basin.  Install Water 

Quality Vault on 64th Ave. E. 

between 104th St. E. and 

Pipeline Road. 

Yes 47o09'48.54"N 122020'24.53"W Diru Creek

Design at 60%. Project 

engineered to meet Basic 

Treatment Menu Standards, 

137.5 lbs/acre/yr 80% effec.**

Funding (%) 

Local|State|Federal

 Structural Stormwater Control Projects, Appendix 11 of NPDES Permit #WAR04-4022, 2014 through 2018 (as of Dec 31st)

Municipal SW Phase I General Permit

2018 MS4 Annual Permit

Question 34b. Updated list of planned, individual projects scheduled for implementatation during this permit term.

Pierce County

2018 Appendix 11

Page 1 of 2 



Project Name Type1 Start 

Year
Status2 End 

Year
Cost Estimate3 WQ Benefit4

Hydro 

Benefit5

Hydro 

Benefit #

MR# 5 

Incentive 

MR# 6 

Incentive 

MR# 7 

Incentive 

Total 

Retrofit 

Incentive6

Other Benefit
Monitoring 

Planned
Lat Long

Receiving Water 

Body 
Comments

Funding (%) 

Local|State|Federal

 Structural Stormwater Control Projects, Appendix 11 of NPDES Permit #WAR04-4022, 2014 through 2018 (as of Dec 31st)

Municipal SW Phase I General Permit

2018 MS4 Annual Permit

Question 34b. Updated list of planned, individual projects scheduled for implementatation during this permit term.

D411, Woodland Creek 

104th St. E. Stormwater 

Treatment System

2 2014 2 2019 1,726,587.00$        25% 75% 49,027.0            0% 1 133.29 133.29

445.7 acre basin. Install cell 

wet pond south of 104th St. 

E., east of Woodland Ave 

Yes 47o10'49.63"N 122020'11.62"W Rody Creek

Project engineered to meet 

Basic Treatment Menu 137.5 

lbs/acre/yr 80% effec.**

D418, Phase 3 Spanaway 

Lake Park Retrofits
2 2016 4 2018 489,933.00$           25% 75% 526.2                 73% 2 4.82 4.82

2.75 acre basin. All LID 

features in Park.
No 47o12'N 122045'W Spanaway Lake

Construction Completed in 

January 2018.  Used KC S88D 

data for comm. 

239lbs/acre/yr, 80% effec. **

Sheriff East Precinct 

Impound Lot
2 2017 4 2018 150,000.00$           100% 34.1                    100% 1 0.54 0.54

0.31 acre basin. 

Pretreatment, oil/water 

separator, and infiltration. 

No 47o06'41.11"N 122017'24.87"W Clear/Clarks Creek
60% design. 137.5 lbs/acre/yr 

80% effec.**

Clover Watershed 

Drywells Retrofit
5 2015 2 2019 732,000.00$           25% 75% 0% 3,945.7              100% 2 35.87 35.87 No 47.08 -122.39 Clover Creek 

Used KC S8.D. data for HDR  

137.5 lbs/acre/yr 80% effec.**.  

125 drywells with averges of 

12,500 sq ft average 

contributing area per location.  

Each project requires design 

and permitting as they are 

scheduled.

112th St E Storm Pond 

Retrofit at Bob Findley 

Road (Old CMF building)  

3 5

The existing storm pond 

receives road runoff from 

112th St. E., treating for flow 

control but has no water 

quality treatment.   It will be 

investigated how WQ 

treatment can be 

incorporated into pond.

Yes 47.15 -122.41
North Fork Clover 

Creek
 Project canceled

Pierce County Pond #161 

Retrofits @ 112th St. E. 

& 26th Ave. E  

3 5

The existing storm pond 

receives road runoff from 

112th St. E., treating for flow 

control but the pond does 

not appear to be 

attenuating flow due 

inadequate draining down 

of pond after storm.

Yes 47.16 -122.39 Swan Creek Project is on hold.

Tacoma Narrows Airport 

Stormwater Outfall 

Modification

2 5

Project is Retrofitting the 

the stormwater system on 

the northern part of the 

airport to install a vault 

treatment system in the 

outfall pipe which drains to 

Puget Sound

No 47.26 -122.58 Puget Sound Project is on hold.

Status2  - 1. Planning               2. Design and permitting               3. Construction                  4. Complete/Maintenance                             5. Project Cancelled                                6. Property acquisition

** Median TSS Unit Area Loading Rate (lbs/ac/yr) and Treatment Removal Efficiency for TSS (%) - Suggested Value Per Department of Ecology, Water Quality Section (Douglas C. Howie, P.E.
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APPENDIX J 
SWM Water Quality Inspection Response 

Procedures Flow Chart 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



NO YES

Distribution of Maintenance Connection (MC) Asset Work Orders to Inspectors by 
Zones or Facilities

Create Asset File using:
•County View Web

• plans
•digital files

Maintenance Connection
•NPDES Permit

•Review existing file
• Plan inspection

Call to set up 
appointment 

or
Schedule inspection in 

Outlook Calendar

Rate
Site

Rated 1

Unauthorized obvious illicit discharge or spill 
under the County’s NPNES Muni Permit or PC 

11.05. Major unauthorized alteration of a 
drainage system, or needs re-engineering. 

Direct threat to surface and/or groundwater, 
including

Rated 2

Deficiencies are likely to cause a direct threat 
or impact surface and groundwater, including 
streams, marine waters, wetlands, or Pierce 
County’s MS4 or Pierce County properties. 

Stormwater system is substantially impaired 
and at risk of failure or bypass and/or 
unauthorized altercation of a drainage 

system.

Rated 3

No direct threat or impact to surface or 
groundwater, including streams, marine 

waters, wetlands, or Pierce County’s MS4 or 
Pierce County properties. System is in place 

and functioning, but maintenance is overdue. 
Difficulty in locating/accessing structures on 

site, or general adherence to implementation 
of BMPs but lacking full implementation. 

Source Control BMPs for nontoxic materials 
are not implemented.

Rated 5

Stormwater structures and features are 
significantly beyond Pierce County 

standards, such as:
• vehicles are washed in  a covered area 

to special treatment system;
• treatment systems to reclaim and reuse 

water;
• installed and maintained LID  structures 
/ practices which are above required BMP 

levels;
•  retrofitted and decreased impervious 

surface; and or brought facility up to 
present day permit standards

• signage drawing attention to BMPs 
and/ or procedures are posted in work 

areas;
• Source Control documentation is 

maintained on-site;
•site-specific condition, in the opinion of 

the inspector, which supports a 
determination of exemplary status of the 

facility/ site;
• promote site to supervisor

Rated 4

• Source Control BMPs for toxics/ 
hazardous and non-hazardous materials 

are fully implemented;
• Source Control documentation may or 

may not be maintained on-site.

Existing 
Asset?

Send standard letter thanking 
owner/operator for supporting water quality 
in Pierce County by maintaining facilities and 
implementing source control BMPs properly.

Add notes to inspection database

UPDATE RECORDS

Send Stormwater Facility Inspection 
Results letter. Detail improvements 

needed with technical assistance 
inserts to letter.  Set compliance 

date  either one time or phased and 
a re-inspect date 60 to 90 days out 

to allow work to be completed.

Re-inspect at 60 or 90 days 
to allow time for 

maintenance and repairs, 
or for significant progress 

on phased sites, 

P1 MUNICIPAL STORMWATER PERMIT 

INDUSTRIAL STORMATER PERMIT

SAND & GRAVEL STORMWATER PERMIT 

PIERCE COUNTY FACILITIES

• ALL DEPARTMENTS

• SEWERS
• AIRPORT/FERRIES

• SWM-QUARRY
• ROAD OPS PITS

Pursuant to the County’s Phase 1 Municipal Stormwater Permit (2013-2018):
Section S5.C.7: The Permittee shall implement a program to reduce pollutants in runoff from areas that discharge to MS4s owned or
operated by the Permittee

Section S5.C.9.b.ii: Each Permittee shall implement an on-going inspection program to annually inspect all stormwater treatment
and flow control BMPs/ facilities to enforce compliance with adopted maintenance standards as needed based on inspection. The
inspection program is limited to facilities to which the Permittee can legally gain access, provided the Permittee shall seek access to
all stormwater treatment and flow control BMPs/ facilities regulated by the Permittee;

Maintenance & Source Control Inspections & Technical 
Assistance

Pursuant to the County’s Phase 1 Municipal Stormwater Permit (2013-2018):
• Section S5.C.9.c.i: Each Permittee shall implement a program to annually inspect all

permanent stormwater treatment and flow control BMPs / facilities owned or
operated by the Permittee. Permittees shall implement appropriate maintenance
action(s) in accordance with adopted maintenance standards;

• Section S5.C.7: The Permittee shall implement a program to reduce pollutants in
runoff from areas that discharge to MS4s owned or operated by the Permittee

and additionally,
• any additional stormwater requirements of site-specific, custodial requirements of

applicable Industrial Stormwater Permits or Sand & Gravel Stormwater Permits.

YES

Did site 
need GIS 

corrections 
or GPS?

Create work order for GPS 
collection and or work order 

for GIS corrections

Wet Season Inspection
within

October 1 to April 30

Dry Season Inspection
within

May 1 to September 30

• Inspect site at outfalls and discharge points for non-stormwater 
discharges

•Note discharges to:
- MS4

- surface
- ground

Complete and Certify Non-
Stormwater Discharge Dry 
Weather Assessment Form

in Facility Stormwater 
Pollution Prevention Plan 

(SWPPP)

YES Was Work 
Completed?

Re-rate accordingly

RECORDS

Send Warning letter of 
Failure to Comply signed 

by the Inspection 
Supervisor.  Set 

compliance date and re-
inspect date. 

Use S5.C.9. for County 
timeline for compliance

Is significant 
progress 
evident?

NO

Illicit 
Discharge?

Evaluate with Supervisor the need 
for refer to IDDE Services (including 

escalation to enforcement) 

YES

NO

• Inspect site
•Evaluate Source and 

Operational BMPs
•Note discharges to:

- MS4
- surface
- ground

NO

END

Compare field 
notes with 

existing maps, 
plans and GIS 

records

Evaluate with Supervisor the need 
for refer to IDDE Services (including 

escalation to enforcement) 

Was Work 
Completed?

NO

Send Stormwater Facility Inspection Results letter detailing known repairs needed.  
Consider wet season barriers.  Request timeline, milestones and activities for phased 

repairs.  If vegetation prevented complete inspection, inform owner/operator that 
there may be additional repairs needed once a complete inspection can be 

accomplished.  Detail improvements needed with technical assistance inserts to 
letter.  Set compliance date and a re-inspect date.

Use S5.C.9. for County required compliance

Does 
facility 

condition 
require 
phased 
repair?

YES

Send letter to provide 
technical assistance, 
document progress, 

detail continued 
requirements and set 
next follow-up date.

Send letter of 
Compliance.  Note date 

of re-inspect, work 
done, and Use S5.C.9. 
for timeline guidance 

re-rate. 

NO

• Add to inspection notes;
• Close in database

NO

UPDATE RECORDS

Send letter of 
Compliance.  Note date 

of re-inspect, work 
done, and Use S5.C.9. 
for timeline guidance 

re-rate. 

• Add to inspection notes;
• Close in database

Re-rate accordingly

YES

UPDATE RECORDS

Re-inspect on or very close 
to compliance deadline to 

allow time for 
maintenance and repairs, 
or for significant progress 

on phased sites, 

YES

Pierce County-Owned Facilities 
Inspections & Technical Assistance

Close in 
database

UPDATE RECORDS

Close in 
database

Close in 
database

SWM WQWS WQ Inspections  Standard Operating 
Procedures, 12/02/2016
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APPENDIX K 
SWM Water Quality IDDE Response 

Procedures Flow Chart 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



PERMIT MANAGEMENT UNIT FACILITIES SWPPP DEVELOPMENT

INDUSTRIAL STORMWATER PERMITS

SAND & GRAVEL STORMWATER PERMITS 
PERMIT MANAGEMENT

SUPERVISOR

RECEIPT OF A REPORT CONCERNING AN ILLICIT 
DISCHARGE AS DEFINED BY PCC 11.05
(INTERNAL OR EXTERNAL REFFERAL)

Pursuant to the County’s Phase 1 Municipal Stormwater Permit section S5.C.8.iv, the following IDDE
compliance timelines will be achieved for MS4-impacted discharges:

• All illicit discharges, including spills, which are determined to constitute a threat to human health,
welfare, or the environment, will be immediately responded to;

• All reports, complaints, or monitoring information that indicate the potential of an illicit discharge will
be investigated (or referred to the appropriate agency having the authority to act within seven (7) days,
on average;

• All reports of suspected illicit connections will cause the initiation of an investigation to determined the
source of the connection, the nature and volume of the discharge through the connection, and the
party responsible for the connection;

• All illicit connections will be eliminated within six (6) months of confirmation.

NOTICE OF VIOLATION AND ORDER TO 
CORRECT

PCC 11.05.090B

Issued to the individuals who own or 
maintain the property where the 

violation occurred.

Civil penalties may be assessed to any 
person who fails to obtain a necessary 

permit for discharge into a drainage 
facility per PCC 11.05.090D. 

Reports may be received from a number of sources: telephone (IDDE Hotline or 
direct call), email, internal County staff/ departmental communication (PALS, Roads, 
CIP, WQ Monitoring), after hours (PC Responds), RMS system, personal observation, 

field screening, outside agencies (ERTS, TPCHD, PCD, adjacent jurisdictions)

Violation poses a hazard to public health, safety, or welfare; endangers any property; 
or adversely affects the safety and operation of County right-of-way, utilities and/or 

other property owned or maintained by the County per PCC 11.05.

If Hazardous Materials are present, initiate IDDE 
Emergency Response. IMMEDIATELY CALL 911 and 

follow up with appropriate spill response actions and 
notifications per Pierce County Spills Response 

Procedure (POL-2011-002A)

Can the 
responsible 

party be 
identified?

Proceed with investigation and 
coordinate with other 

jurisdictional, interdepartmental, 
and/ or regulatory entities, as 

necessary, to 
achieve compliance.

If required, use authority to abate and 
recover costs per PCC 11.05.090E.

If warranted, initiate Formal 
Enforcement Action per PCC 11.05 to 

eliminate an illicit discharge or an illicit 
connection. See Pierce County IDDE 

Response Procedure (POL-2011-002).

Continue with investigation and coordinate with 
other jurisdictional, interdepartmental, and/ or 

regulatory entities, as necessary, 
to achieve compliance.

If required, use 
authority to abate 

and recover costs per 
PCC 11.05.090E.

Less than significant amounts of non-hazardous stormwater pollutants are 
present (or deemed to have been previously present based on evidence 

gathered at the site). The situation indicates a potential for less than 
significant stormwater pollution. There is a high confidence that the 

discharge can be immediately eliminated through
public education and technical assistance.

Can the 
responsible 

party be 
identified?

Proceed with investigation 
and coordinate with other 

jurisdictional, 
interdepartmental, and/ or 

regulatory entities, as 
necessary, to

achieve compliance.

Proceed with investigation 
and coordinate with other 

jurisdictional, 
interdepartmental, and/ or 

regulatory entities, as 
necessary, to achieve 

compliance.

Initiate Informal Compliance Assurance to 
eliminate the illicit discharge or illicit 

connection using primary effort of verbal or 
written warnings. See Pierce County IDDE 

Response Procedure (POL-2011-002).

PUBLIC EDUCATION & TECHNICAL 
ASSISTANCE

An Informal Compliance warning letter (written or verbal) 
will be issued to any person causing, allowing, or 

participating in the violation, including the property owner. 
The warning will outline proper implementation and 
maintenance of Best Management Practices (BMPs).

Warnings (verbal or written correspondence) will be modified 
on a case-by-case basis. The compliance process will be 

documented through the RFA system until the case 
is satisfactorily corrected.

Evaluate the need for further IDDE 
efforts (including 

escalation to Formal Enforcement) 

Close RFA if resolution 
is attained.

Is the reported incident 
within jurisdictional 

boundary or at a 
property under 

functional control of 
Pierce County?

STOP
Refer incident to the 

appropriate 
jurisdiction.

Immediately evaluate whether PCC 11.05 
applies and whether there is a need to make 

proper Permit-required notifications and other 
spill notifications, including ERTS for spills of 

petroleum or hazardous substances.

A G3 notification applies 
per Phase1 Municipal 

Stormwater Permit 
requirements

An S4F 
notification 
applies per 

Phase1 
Municipal 

Stormwater 
Permit 

requirements.

Continue with IDDE investigation 
and follow through with 
established IDDE SOPs 
to attain compliance.

If warranted, notify and collaborate with 
appropriate outside agencies, other 

jurisdictions, and or internal departments to 
coordinate compliance efforts. Even if SWM is 

not the lead compliance entity, continue 
tracking RFA until it is closed with resolution 
to ensure that the illicit discharge has been 

adequately addressed.

If the discharge is well-
founded, continue with IDDE 

investigation and follow 
through with established 

IDDE SOPs 
to attain compliance.

Tacoma-Pierce County Health Department

Department of Ecology

Planning & Land Services

Pierce County Conservation District

ILLICIT DISCHARGE DETECTION & ELIMINATION
(IDDE) INVESTIGATIONS

PIERCE COUNTY FACILITIES TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE

In the field, characterize the threat per written IDDE SOPs and determine proper 
avenue for corrective action. Characterization will be based in part upon permit 

requirements and qualitative field observations: composition, volume, frequency, 
duration, and /or evidence of past illicit discharges.

Unverified or unsubstantiated reports 
require no further investigative action

DOCUMENTED SOURCE OF SIGNIFICANT
SOURCE OF POLLUTION

STORMWATER POLLUTION DOCUMENTED TO BE              
LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT

Do we have knowledge 
that the discharge is into 

or from the MS4, and 
that it could constitute a 
threat to human health, 

welfare, or the 
environment?

Are we aware of any 
credible site-specific 
information that this 

discharge is causing or 
contributing to a known 

or likely violation of WQS 
in the receiving water?

NOTIFICATION SEQUENCE

INSPECTION UNIT
REFERRALS (Spills and 

Illicit Discharges)
Track enforcement action 

within Maintenance 
Connection database.

Close RFA if resolution 
is attained.

Determine Level of 
Significance 

and Review Potential 
Notification 

Requirements

STORMWATER PERMIT-REQUIRED TRAINING 
The SWM Permit Management Unit coordinates, implements, tracks, and reports specific actions required by the NPDES 
Phase I Permit to other Pierce County Departments and Divisions per Executive Order No. 2012-1, “Concerning Effective 
Stormwater Management, Pierce County Washington”. Additional Technical Assistance Services outside of NPDES Phase 

I permit, including but not limited to coordination with Tacoma Narrows Airport, 
SWM Rock Quarry, and Chambers Bay WWTP.  

Complete recordkeeping 
requirements

YES NO

YES

YES
YES

YES

NO

NO
NO

NO

Complete recordkeeping 
requirements

Initially review whether other Pierce County Departments will require separate 
notification to implement response efforts (Roads, O&M). Enter incident

into RFA system, if appropriate.

Prepare for field investigation. Assemble necessary investigative tools and 
information (County View maps, safety equipment, sampling tools, etc.)

Procedures include both internal County and 
external notification requirements

Pierce County Road Operations

SWM WQWS Investigation and Response Standard 
Operating Procedures

12/2/16



 

P I E R C E  C O U N T Y  

2 0 1 9  S T O R M W A T E R  M A N A G E M E N T  P R O G R A M  P L A N  

A P P E N D I X  L   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX L 
SWM Source Control Policy 

POL-2011-03 
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APPENDIX M 
SWM Procedures for Documenting and Tracking  

NPDES Stormwater Training, POL-2013-01 
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APPENDIX N 
SWM Spills Response Procedure, POL-2011-001A 
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Public Works Department 

SURFACE WATER MANAGEMENT DIVISION 

SIGNIFICANT STORM EVENT PROCEDURE 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Procedure Number: POL-2015-001A 

Title: Significant Storm Event Procedure 

Effective Date: May 22, 2015 

Revised Date: January 1, 2016  

Contact: Dan Smith, Permit Management Unit Supervisor 

Management Sponsor: Dan Wrye, Water Quality Manager 

Related Documents: 2015 Pierce County Stormwater Manual 

References: NPDES Municipal Stormwater Permit WAR04002 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
Purpose: 
 

Per requirements specified in Pierce County’s Phase I Municipal Stormwater Permit (section 
S5.C.9.c.ii), this document establishes procedures to spot check potentially damaged 
permanent stormwater treatment and flow control Best Management Practices 
(BMPs)/facilities following major storm events (24-hour storm event with a 10-year or greater 
recurrence interval).  
 
Procedure Overview: 
 
Precipitation data records will be retrieved and downloaded from Pierce County’s Weather 
Station webpage:   
 
https://www.piercecountywa.org/weather 
 
Precipitation data used for this purpose will represent atmospheric conditions occurring 
across the County, and as a result, will include information collected at four distinct regional 
weather stations: 
 

1. Purdy Road Shop (representing the northern Pierce County region in Gig Harbor). 
2. Longbranch (representing the Key Peninsula region). 
3. Puyallup at Thun Field (representing Pierce County/Tacoma/Puyallup region). 
4. South Prairie Fire Station (representing Pierce County/Tacoma/Puyallup region).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.piercecountywa.org/weather
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A major storm event is defined as a 24-hour storm event with a 10-year or greater 
recurrence interval. Pursuant to Pierce County’s Phase I Municipal Stormwater Permit, 
section S5.C.9.c.ii, spot checks are triggered based on the following design storm 
precipitation values calculated for each individual weather station: 
 
Design Storm Precipitation Values 

Return Frequency 
24-Hour Storm 
Event (Years) 

NORTHERN PIERCE 
COUNTY REGION IN 

GIG HARBOR 

KEY PENINSULA 
REGION 

PIERCE COUNTY/TACOMA/PUYALLUP 
REGION 

Purdy Road Shop Longbranch 
Puyallup at Thun 

Field 
South Prairie Fire 

Station 

10 3.5 inches 4.3 inches 3.0 inches 3.0 inches 

 

Reference: 2015 Pierce County Stormwater Management and Site Development Manual, Volume III (Western Washington 

Isopluvial 10-year, 24-hour) 

 
Procedural Steps: 
 

1. Pierce County maintains a series of Onset © HOBO U30 and RX3000 data loggers 
(or equivalent) that enable remote access to real-time, continuous (15-minute 
interval) rainfall data.  
 

2. The SWM Permit Management Unit Supervisor (or designee) will be responsible for 
monitoring conditions during wet weather, and shall retrieve and analyze data 
associated with weather system periods that are predicted to produce heavy rainfall.  
 

3. These significant storm event data, recorded at each of the four distinct regional 
weather stations, will be downloaded and analyzed to determine whether the 10-year, 
24-hour storm criteria (specified above for any of the three distinct regions) has been 
exceeded. If one or more of the four stations listed above is unavailable or out-of-
order, data obtained from the nearest operating rainfall logger(s) will be substituted 
for the evaluation.   
 

4. Microsoft Excel (or an equivalent software application) will be used to perform 
mathematical calculations of the selected data that summarizes rainfall values into 
24-hour sliding increments. Running 24-hour totals update with each 15-minute 
logger reading.  
 

5. If data analysis indicates that the 10-year, 24-hour storm criteria has been exceeded, 
the SWM Permit Management Unit Supervisor (or designee) will contact Surface 
Water Management, Maintenance and Operations, and Road Operations Divisions 
indicating where and when the significant storm occurred. Spot checks of potentially 
damaged permanent stormwater treatment and flow control Best Management 
Practices (BMPs)/facilities will be required as soon as practicable if the data analysis 
indicates an exceedance of the 10-year, 24-hour storm criteria specified above for 
any of the three distinct regions. When this requirement is triggered, Surface Water 
Management, Maintenance and Operations and Road Operations Divisions will select 
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a subset (5-10 minimum) of stormwater management facilities (treatment or flow 
control) within each affected region for inspection.  Records of these inspections will 
be maintained in the department’s asset management system.  
 

6. If spot checks indicate widespread damage and or maintenance needs, all 
stormwater treatment and flow control BMPs/facilities will be inspected within that 
affected region. Necessary repairs and or appropriate maintenance actions (if 
present) will be conducted in accordance Pierce County’s Phase I Municipal 
Stormwater Permit, section S5.C.9.a. 
 

7. Records of significant storm event spot checks and follow up inspections will be 
maintained in the department’s asset management system. 
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APPENDIX P 
Education and Outreach Program 

Matrix Spreadsheet 
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Program Name and Manager Program Overview a.i.1 a.i.1 a.i.1 a.i.1a.i.1 a.i.2 a.i.2 a.i.2 a.ii.1 a.ii.1a.ii.1 b.i.3b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.4 b.ii b.iii

Puget Sound Starts Here,  Mike 

Halliday

Pierce County promotes the Puget Sound Starts Here 

campaign and participates with local jurisdictions such as 

the conservation district and regional outreach 

organizations such as a STORM (Stormwater Outreach for 

Regional Municipalities). In 2018, Pierce County was part of 

several STORM working groups collaborating on regional 

campaigns. Pierce County also participates in the Puget 

Sound Starts Here. 

x x x

c. Measure effectiveness

10. Education and Outreach Program

a.i 1 and 2Build Awareness

Topics / Reference

General public (including school 

age children), and businesses 

(including home-based and 

mobile businesses)

Engineers, 

contractors, 

developers and 

land use planners

General public (may 

include children) and 

businesses (include 

home based and 

mobile)

a.ii Behavior Change

Residents, landscapers and property managers/owners

Public Outreach
Municipal SW Phase I General Permit

2018 MS4 Annual Permit

Question 67,  Description of public education and outreach efforts conducted per S5.C10
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Program Name and Manager Program Overview a.i.1 a.i.1 a.i.1 a.i.1a.i.1 a.i.2 a.i.2 a.i.2 a.ii.1 a.ii.1a.ii.1 b.i.3b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.4 b.ii b.iii

c. Measure effectiveness

10. Education and Outreach Program

a.i 1 and 2Build Awareness

Topics / Reference

General public (including school 

age children), and businesses 

(including home-based and 

mobile businesses)

Engineers, 

contractors, 

developers and 

land use planners

General public (may 

include children) and 

businesses (include 

home based and 

mobile)

a.ii Behavior Change

Residents, landscapers and property managers/owners

Environmental Education, 

Stephanie Leisle

Pierce County Solid Waste Division has four full time staff 

that provide indoor and outdoor environmental education 

for grades K-12.  The program includes stormwater impacts, 

water quality, LID, and composting. The program 

incorporates outdoor community action projects, such as 

storm drain marking, building rain gardens, and habitat 

restoration. For more information: 

www.piercecountywa.org/enviroed

x x x x x x x x x

Edible garden, sustainable 

living and  compost workshop 

series, Stephanie Leisle

Pierce County's environmental educators provide free 

workshops to residents throughout the year on topics such 

as edible gardens, sustainable living and composting. 

Workshops teach residents about impacts of chemicals, 

proper handling and storage of chemicals, alternatives to 

chemicals, and other sustainable living topics. 

x x x x x x x
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Program Name and Manager Program Overview a.i.1 a.i.1 a.i.1 a.i.1a.i.1 a.i.2 a.i.2 a.i.2 a.ii.1 a.ii.1a.ii.1 b.i.3b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.4 b.ii b.iii

c. Measure effectiveness

10. Education and Outreach Program

a.i 1 and 2Build Awareness

Topics / Reference

General public (including school 

age children), and businesses 

(including home-based and 

mobile businesses)

Engineers, 

contractors, 

developers and 

land use planners

General public (may 

include children) and 

businesses (include 

home based and 

mobile)

a.ii Behavior Change

Residents, landscapers and property managers/owners

Let the rain soak in, Mike 

Halliday

Pierce County maintains the Let the Rain Soak In program 

webpage and publications, providing information about 

simple retrofits that reduce impervious surfaces to reduce 

runoff from residential properties. Pierce County provides 

technical assistance to residents and businesses interested 

in installation of LID BMPs and offers presentations to 

gardening groups upon request. 

x x x x x x x x x
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Program Name and Manager Program Overview a.i.1 a.i.1 a.i.1 a.i.1a.i.1 a.i.2 a.i.2 a.i.2 a.ii.1 a.ii.1a.ii.1 b.i.3b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.4 b.ii b.iii

c. Measure effectiveness

10. Education and Outreach Program

a.i 1 and 2Build Awareness

Topics / Reference

General public (including school 

age children), and businesses 

(including home-based and 

mobile businesses)

Engineers, 

contractors, 

developers and 

land use planners

General public (may 

include children) and 

businesses (include 

home based and 

mobile)

a.ii Behavior Change

Residents, landscapers and property managers/owners

Illicit Discharge Detection 

Program, Dan Smith

Pierce County has three full-time staff dedicated to IDDE 

investigations and enforcement actions for water quality 

and stormwater compliance. Pierce County has an ongoing 

IDDE/ general BMP awareness training program for Pierce 

County employees. Pierce County maintains a 24-hour 

water pollution hotline to report illicit discharges, illegal 

dumping and spills. The SWM website provides information, 

the phone number, and a web application to report water 

quality concerns and illicit discharges. Staff business cards 

also include the pollution hotline information. For more 

information: 

http://www.piercecountywa.org/index.aspx?NID=2976

x x



b Stewardship

G
en

er
al

 Im
p

ac
ts

 o
f 

st
o

rm
w

at
er

 o
n

 

su
rf

ac
e 

w
at

er
s.

Im
p

ac
ts

 o
f 

Im
p

er
vi

o
u

s 
Su

rf
ac

es

Im
p

ac
ts

 o
f 

ill
ic

it
 d

is
ch

ar
ge

s 
an

d
 h

o
w

 

to
 r

ep
o

rt
 t

h
em

.

LI
D

 p
ri

n
ci

p
le

s 
an

d
 B

M
P

s

O
p

p
o

rt
u

n
it

ie
s 

to
 b

ec
o

m
e 

in
vo

lv
ed

 

in
 s

te
w

ar
d

sh
ip

 a
ct

ic
it

ie
s

Te
ch

n
ic

al
 s

ta
n

d
ar

d
s 

fo
r 

st
o

rm
w

at
er

 

si
te

 a
n

d
 e

ro
si

o
n

 c
o

n
tr

o
l p

la
n

s

LI
D

 p
ri

n
ci

p
le

s 
an

d
 B

M
P

s

St
o

rm
w

at
er

 t
re

at
m

en
t 

an
d

 f
lo

w
 

co
n

tr
o

l B
M

P
s/

fa
ci

lit
ie

s.

U
se

 a
n

d
 s

to
ra

ge
 a

u
to

 c
h

em
ic

al
s,

 

cl
ea

n
in

g 
su

p
p

lie
s,

 c
ar

w
as

h
 s

o
ap

s,
 

h
az

ar
d

o
u

s 
m

at
er

ia
ls

Eq
u

ip
m

en
t 

m
ai

n
te

n
an

ce

P
re

ve
n

ti
o

n
 o

f 
ill

ic
it

 d
is

ch
ar

ge
s

Ya
rd

 C
ar

e

U
se

 a
n

d
 s

to
ra

ge
 o

f 

p
es

ti
ci

d
es

/f
er

ti
liz

er
s 

an
d

 o
th

er
 

h
o

u
se

h
o

ld
 c

h
em

ic
al

s

C
ar

p
et

 c
le

an
in

g 
an

d
 a

u
to

 r
ep

ai
r 

an
d

 

m
ai

n
te

n
an

ce

V
eh

ic
le

, e
q

u
ip

m
en

t 
an

d
 

h
o

m
e/

b
u

ild
in

g 
m

ai
n

te
n

an
ce

P
et

 w
as

te
 m

an
ag

em
en

t 
an

d
 

d
is

p
o

sa
l

LI
D

 p
ri

n
ci

p
le

s 
an

d
 L

ID
 B

M
P

s

St
o

rm
w

at
er

 f
ac

ili
ty

 m
ai

n
te

n
an

ce

D
u

m
p

st
er

 a
n

d
 t

ra
sh

 c
o

m
p

ac
to

r 

m
ai

n
te

n
an

ce

Ea
ch

 p
er

m
it

te
e 

sh
al

l c
re

at
e 

st
ew

ad
sh

ip
 o

p
p

o
rt

u
n

it
ie

s 
an

d
/o

r 

p
ar

tn
er

 w
it

h
 e

xi
st

in
g 

o
rg

an
iz

at
io

n
s 

to
 e

n
co

u
ra

ge
 r

es
id

en
ts

 t
o

 

p
ar

ti
ci

p
at

e 
in

 a
ct

iv
it

ie
s.

M
ea

su
re

 t
h

e 
u

n
d

er
st

an
d

in
g 

an
d

 

ad
o

p
ti

o
n

 o
f 

th
e 

ta
rg

ed
 b

eh
av

io
rs

 

fo
r 

at
 le

as
t 

o
n

 t
ar

ge
te

d
 a

u
d

ie
n

ce
 in

 

at
 le

as
t 

o
n

e 
su

b
je

ct
 a

re
a.

N
o

 la
te

r 
th

an
 F

eb
. 2

, 2
0

1
8

, u
se

 t
h

e 

re
su

lt
in

g 
m

ea
su

re
m

en
ts

 t
o

 d
ir

ec
t 

ed
u

ca
ti

o
n

 a
n

d
 o

u
tr

ea
ch

 r
es

o
u

rc
es

 

m
o

rs
t 

ef
fe

ct
iv

el
y 

as
 w

el
l a

s 
to

 

ev
al

u
at

e 
ch

an
ge

s 
in

 a
d

o
p

ti
o

n
 o

f 
th

e 

ta
rg

et
ed

 b
eh

av
io

rs
. 

Program Name and Manager Program Overview a.i.1 a.i.1 a.i.1 a.i.1a.i.1 a.i.2 a.i.2 a.i.2 a.ii.1 a.ii.1a.ii.1 b.i.3b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.4 b.ii b.iii

c. Measure effectiveness

10. Education and Outreach Program

a.i 1 and 2Build Awareness

Topics / Reference

General public (including school 

age children), and businesses 

(including home-based and 

mobile businesses)

Engineers, 

contractors, 

developers and 

land use planners

General public (may 

include children) and 

businesses (include 

home based and 

mobile)

a.ii Behavior Change

Residents, landscapers and property managers/owners

Drain Marking Program, Mike 

Halliday

Pierce County partners with the Pierce Conservation District 

to identify neighborhoods appropriate for drain markers 

and recruit and coordinate volunteer efforts to install drain 

markers. Drain marking teams provide an informational 

card to residents and businesses in the neighborhood they 

are marking about simple actions people can take to reduce 

polluted runoff. Pierce County maintains a database of 

more than 5,000 drain markers installed over the past six 

years. Drain marking target areas each year are based on 

stream grades from the Water Quality Report Card, 

published annually by Pierce County. For more information, 

go to www.piercecountywa.org/drainmarkers

x x x x x x

Stormwater facility inspection 

program, Maureen Meehan

The Pierce County stormwater facilities inspection program 

inspects more than 1,500 private and public stormwater 

facilities a year.  SWM inspectors provide technical 

assistance on how to maintain on-site stormwater systems 

and source control BMPs to prevent stormwater pollution. 

For more information: www.piercecountywa.org/techassist

x x x
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Program Name and Manager Program Overview a.i.1 a.i.1 a.i.1 a.i.1a.i.1 a.i.2 a.i.2 a.i.2 a.ii.1 a.ii.1a.ii.1 b.i.3b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.4 b.ii b.iii

c. Measure effectiveness

10. Education and Outreach Program

a.i 1 and 2Build Awareness

Topics / Reference

General public (including school 

age children), and businesses 

(including home-based and 

mobile businesses)

Engineers, 

contractors, 

developers and 

land use planners

General public (may 

include children) and 

businesses (include 

home based and 

mobile)

a.ii Behavior Change

Residents, landscapers and property managers/owners

Hazardous Waste management 

program, Sheryl Rheinhart

Pierce County Public Works Sustainable Resources division 

household hazardous waste program promotes alternatives 

to the use of hazardous chemicals and the proper storage 

and disposal of these materials.  They maintain a website 

and conduct outreach at fairs and other events. The Tacoma-

Pierce County Health Department has a hazardous waste 

hotline for Pierce County residents. For more information: 

www.piercecountywa.org/hhw

x x x x

Don't Drip and Drive, Mike 

Halliday

Pierce County has participated in the development and 

implementation of the Don't Drip and Drive program since 

its inception in 2012. An outreach effectiveness study was 

completed for the Don't Drip and Drive program, and a 

report was completed Feb. 2, 2016. Throughout 2016, 

Pierce County participated on the Don't Drip and Drive 

steering committee and managed elements of the Don't 

Drip and Drive grant program on behalf of STORM. The 

program launched in 2017, and it is based on 

recommendations from the project effectiveness study. For 

more information go to www.fixcarleaks.org, for partner 

toolkit, go to www.piercecountywa.org/dontdripanddrive

x x x x x x x x x x x
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Program Name and Manager Program Overview a.i.1 a.i.1 a.i.1 a.i.1a.i.1 a.i.2 a.i.2 a.i.2 a.ii.1 a.ii.1a.ii.1 b.i.3b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.4 b.ii b.iii

c. Measure effectiveness

10. Education and Outreach Program

a.i 1 and 2Build Awareness

Topics / Reference

General public (including school 

age children), and businesses 

(including home-based and 

mobile businesses)

Engineers, 

contractors, 

developers and 

land use planners

General public (may 

include children) and 

businesses (include 

home based and 

mobile)

a.ii Behavior Change

Residents, landscapers and property managers/owners

Natural Yard Care, Mike 

Halliday

Pierce County has worked with City of Tacoma,  Tacoma 

Public Utilities and the WSU Pierce County Extension Master 

Gardener program to develop a natural yard care outreach 

strategy. The strategy includes promoting the master 

gardener program as experts in the community for yard 

care advice. In 2017, Pierce County continued a 

personalized yard care visit program that included a soil test 

and follow-up report. The program was evaluated and 

updated for 2018 based on results from the 2017 

participants. Pierce County is also an active participant on a 

regional natural yard care work group that was developed 

to share information and resources about local natural yard 

care programs. For more information, go to 

www.naturalyardcare.info.

x x x x x x x
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Program Name and Manager Program Overview a.i.1 a.i.1 a.i.1 a.i.1a.i.1 a.i.2 a.i.2 a.i.2 a.ii.1 a.ii.1a.ii.1 b.i.3b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.4 b.ii b.iii

c. Measure effectiveness

10. Education and Outreach Program

a.i 1 and 2Build Awareness

Topics / Reference

General public (including school 

age children), and businesses 

(including home-based and 

mobile businesses)

Engineers, 

contractors, 

developers and 

land use planners

General public (may 

include children) and 

businesses (include 

home based and 

mobile)

a.ii Behavior Change

Residents, landscapers and property managers/owners

Neighborhood Pet Waste 

Stations, Mike Halliday

The neighborhood pet waste station program was 

continued for its sixth year in 2018. The program provides a 

pet waste station, sign and supply of pet waste bags to a 

neighborhood sponsor willing to install and maintain the 

station. Sponsors are required to report back about the 

status of the station annually and provide refill bags when 

the initial supply runs out. In 2018, 8 new sponsors installed 

16 new pet waste stations in neighborhoods. Overall the 

program has 77 stations in use. In addition, Pierce County 

sponsors dog-related events throughout the year by 

providing leash pet waste bag dispensers for all dog owners 

participating in the events. For more information go to 

www.piercecountywa.org/petwaste.

x x x x x x x
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Program Name and Manager Program Overview a.i.1 a.i.1 a.i.1 a.i.1a.i.1 a.i.2 a.i.2 a.i.2 a.ii.1 a.ii.1a.ii.1 b.i.3b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.4 b.ii b.iii

c. Measure effectiveness

10. Education and Outreach Program

a.i 1 and 2Build Awareness

Topics / Reference

General public (including school 

age children), and businesses 

(including home-based and 

mobile businesses)

Engineers, 

contractors, 

developers and 

land use planners

General public (may 

include children) and 

businesses (include 

home based and 

mobile)

a.ii Behavior Change

Residents, landscapers and property managers/owners

Tree Workshops and Sales, 

Mike Halliday

Pierce County partners with the Pierce Conservation District 

and City of Tacoma on a tree workshop and sale program 

and a discount tree coupon program. The program provides 

free workshops and discounts on trees. Workshops 

emphasize maintenance of existing trees, proper planting 

and care for trees. In addition, the workshop connects 

residents to the master gardener program, which includes 

arborists available to answer resident questions about tree 

care. A workshop was held in 2017 with 282 trees 

purchased. A coupon program partnering with multiple 

local nurseries is also available by request. The coupon 

provides a $15 per tree discount on up to five trees. Funding 

for this program comes from the Puyallup Watershed 

Initiative. For more information go to 

www.treesareamazing.org

x x x x x x x

Car wash kit check-out and 

giveaway, Mike Halliday

Pierce County maintains a fundraising car wash webpage 

with links to alternative fundraising programs. Pierce 

County promotes the use of alternatives to fundraising car 

washes for fundraisers, such as sale of car wash coupons or 

renting a bay at a commercial car wash to do fundraising. 

For fundraising groups holding multiple car washes in a 

year, Pierce County has distributed free car wash kits for 

their use. For more information: 

www.piercecountywa.org/carwash

x x x x x x x
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Program Name and Manager Program Overview a.i.1 a.i.1 a.i.1 a.i.1a.i.1 a.i.2 a.i.2 a.i.2 a.ii.1 a.ii.1a.ii.1 b.i.3b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.4 b.ii b.iii

c. Measure effectiveness

10. Education and Outreach Program

a.i 1 and 2Build Awareness

Topics / Reference

General public (including school 

age children), and businesses 

(including home-based and 

mobile businesses)

Engineers, 

contractors, 

developers and 

land use planners

General public (may 

include children) and 

businesses (include 

home based and 

mobile)

a.ii Behavior Change

Residents, landscapers and property managers/owners

Residential car wash program Pierce County maintains a "fish friendly car wash" webpage 

which encourages residents to use greener car wash 

products, wash cars on pervious surfaces, or take them to a 

commercial car wash to reduce car wash water discharges 

to stormwater. Car wash publications are provided to 

homeowners by water quality inspectors on an as-needed 

basis. For more information: 

www.piercecountywa.org/carwash

x x x x x x x

Water Quality Report Card and 

Online Water Quality Data 

Portal, Carla Vincent

Pierce County's water quality monitoring program annually 

monitors more than 30 streams and produces the Surface 

Water Health Report Card to educate residents about local 

water quality. Pierce County also maintains an online portal 

that provides access to water quality monitoring data, 

shellfish beach monitoring data, and weather station data. 

For more information go to 

www.piercecountywa.org/watershedhealthdata

x x x x

Watershed Council 

Coordination, Tom Kantz

Pierce County provides support to the four watershed 

council's located in the County: Puyallup River, Nisqually 

River, Chambers-Clover, and Key Peninsula-Gig Harbor-

Islands. Watershed councils provide a public forum for 

watershed based issues, network of professionals and 

private citizens working on watershed issues, and 

stewardship opportunities. For more information: 

www.piercecountywa.org/watersheds

x x x x
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Program Name and Manager Program Overview a.i.1 a.i.1 a.i.1 a.i.1a.i.1 a.i.2 a.i.2 a.i.2 a.ii.1 a.ii.1a.ii.1 b.i.3b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.4 b.ii b.iii

c. Measure effectiveness

10. Education and Outreach Program

a.i 1 and 2Build Awareness

Topics / Reference

General public (including school 

age children), and businesses 

(including home-based and 

mobile businesses)

Engineers, 

contractors, 

developers and 

land use planners

General public (may 

include children) and 

businesses (include 

home based and 

mobile)

a.ii Behavior Change

Residents, landscapers and property managers/owners

Raise the Grade Program, Dan 

Smith

Pierce County continued to implement the Raise the Grade 

program (established in 2011) The goal of the "Raise the 

Grade" initiative is to improve water quality in selected 

waterbodies: Filucy Bay, Mark Dickson Creek, Swan Creek, 

Clear Creek, Canyonfalls Creek, Clover Creek and Spanaway 

Creek. This goal will be reached over time through public 

outreach, source tracking and capital improvement. For 

more information: www.piercecountywa.org/raisethegrade

x x x x

Dumpster maintenance 

program, Mike Halliday

Pierce County developed a reminder sticker to post on 

dumpsters for people to shut the lid and call for dumpster 

replacement if the dumpster has a leak and developed a 

one-page handout related to dumpster maintenance. These 

resources are be distributed to businesses and multi-family 

housing complexes by stormwater inspectors. Pierce County 

also hosts a sharing website for the dumpster maintenance 

work group with resources related to dumpster 

maintenance programs at: 

www.co.pierce.wa.us/index.aspx?NID=4249

x

Moss removal program, Mike 

Halliday

Pierce County continued in 2018 its moss removal program 

distributing a recipe card. Started in 2016, Pierce County 

identified moss removal as a home maintenance issue likely 

to affect water quality based on questions received from 

citizens during rain barrel and natural yard care program 

interviews. The moss removal recipe card was developed 

and distributed via community events. 

x x x
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Program Name and Manager Program Overview a.i.1 a.i.1 a.i.1 a.i.1a.i.1 a.i.2 a.i.2 a.i.2 a.ii.1 a.ii.1a.ii.1 b.i.3b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.4 b.ii b.iii

c. Measure effectiveness

10. Education and Outreach Program

a.i 1 and 2Build Awareness

Topics / Reference

General public (including school 

age children), and businesses 

(including home-based and 

mobile businesses)

Engineers, 

contractors, 

developers and 

land use planners

General public (may 

include children) and 

businesses (include 

home based and 

mobile)

a.ii Behavior Change

Residents, landscapers and property managers/owners
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Program Name and Manager Program Overview a.i.1 a.i.1 a.i.1 a.i.1a.i.1 a.i.2 a.i.2 a.i.2 a.ii.1 a.ii.1a.ii.1 b.i.3b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.3 b.i.4 b.ii b.iii

c. Measure effectiveness

10. Education and Outreach Program

a.i 1 and 2Build Awareness

Topics / Reference

General public (including school 

age children), and businesses 

(including home-based and 

mobile businesses)

Engineers, 

contractors, 

developers and 

land use planners

General public (may 

include children) and 

businesses (include 

home based and 

mobile)

a.ii Behavior Change

Residents, landscapers and property managers/owners
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