
Minter Bay Shellfish Protection District

SEPTEMBER 29 PUBLIC MEETING:

Austin Jennings, Planner | Barbara Ann Smolko, Senior Planner

Austin.Jennings@piercecountywa.gov | Barbaraann.Smolko@piercecountywa.gov

mailto:Austin.Jennings@piercecountywa.gov
mailto:Barbaraann.Smolko@piercecountywa.gov


Reason for Meeting

• August 21, 2020: DOH downgraded an 18-acre portion of Minter Bay 
from Approved to Restricted status because of high bacteria counts in 
the water.

• After downgrade, Washington State Law (RCW 90.72.045) directs local 
jurisdictions to:

1) Establish a Shellfish Protection District and,

2) Develop a Closure Response Plan to address pollution sources

• District must be established within 180 days of the downgrade.

• Plan must begin implementation within 60 days after established.
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Agenda

• Webinar Logistics

• Opening Remarks—Pierce County 
Councilmember Derek Young

• Shellfish Area Classifications—
Department of Health

• Impacts to Shellfish Operations—
Minterbrook Oyster Farm

• Creating a Shellfish Protection District

• Overview of the Closure Response Plan

• Agency Roles

• Questions and Answers
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Zoom Webinar Features
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• The session will be recorded for those who weren’t able to attend.

• Only Panelists will be able to speak.

• There is a ‘Raise Hand’ feature, but we will not be monitoring it until we open up for questions at 
the end of the meeting. 

• The Q&A feature is available for you to ask questions.

• Click the button at the bottom of your Zoom screen to type in your question.

• You can upvote someone else’s question by clicking the ‘thumbs up’ icon. 

• We’ll do our best to answer questions as they come in, but may need to hold some until later in the 
meeting.

• After the meeting, you’ll be taken to a webpage with survey questions.

• Please take time to answer the survey questions. Your feedback is very important!



Poll Question #1
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Which County do you live in?



Panelists
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• Austin Jennings— Pierce County Surface Water Management

• Barbara Ann Smolko — Pierce County Surface Water Management

• Natalie Ferri — Pierce County Department of Communications

• Scott Chernoff — Washington State Department of Health

• Kent Kingman — Minterbrook Oyster Farm

• Lindsay Tuttle — Tacoma-Pierce County Health Department

• Paul Borne — Pierce Conservation District

• Maureen Meehan — Pierce County Surface Water Management

• Alena Reynolds — Washington State Department of Ecology

• Leslie Banigan  — Kitsap Public Health District

• Michelle Perdue — Kitsap County Department of Community Development



Opening Remarks
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Derek Young
Pierce County Councilmember, District 7

As a member of the Pierce County Council, Derek represents 
the Gig Harbor and Key Peninsulas, Islands, and parts of 
North and West Tacoma. He also serves on the Board of 
Health for the Tacoma-Pierce County Health Department. 
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Kitsap

Pierce



Marine Water Quality 
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Scott Chernoff
Restoration Program lead

Washington State Department of Health



Commercial Shellfish Harvest
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Kent Kingman
President

Minterbrook Oyster Farm



Poll Question #2
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Do you collect shellfish recreationally?



Creating a Shellfish Protection District
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Barbara Ann Smolko
Senior Planner

Pierce County Surface Water Management



Closure Response Plan
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Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan

2021

Feb Mar Apr

Preparation

Official Downgrade

Public Notification

Public Open House

Develop Closure 

Response Plan

Public Advisory Grp

Community 

Presentations

Ordinance Adoption 

Process

Plan Implementation

Tentative Deadline: Feb 17, 2021



Community Presentations

Presentations made to:

• Key Peninsula Land Use Advisory Committee

• Key Peninsula Community Council

• Key Peninsula-Gig Harbor-Islands Watershed Council

• Recommendations?
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Shellfish Protection District

• Only applies to Pierce County (Kitsap 
County already has one)

• Adopted by ordinance

• Only applies to mapped area

• Includes Closure Response Plan (CRP)

• Cannot charge fees

• Does not change zoning or regulations

• Burley Lagoon, Rocky Bay, Vaughn Bay, 
& Filucy Bay already have districts
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• SPD map area here



SPD Adoption

• Surface Water Management is 
the lead

• Forms, draft ordinance, map, 
CRP, & notification list

• Scheduled for a Council 
Committee (Community 
Development Committee)

• Presented to Committee (good 
opportunity for public comment)
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• Committee votes to 
move ordinance to full Council

• Council votes – Adopted?

• If passed, there's an appeal 
period

• Becomes Pierce County Code

• Plan implementation



Closure Response Plan
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• Purpose: To outline how Pierce and Kitsap County 
partner agencies will respond to the downgrade and 
improve water quality in Minter Bay.

• Partners include:

Pierce County Surface Water Management Washington State Department of Ecology

Tacoma-Pierce County Health Department Kitsap County

Washington State Department of Health Kitsap Public Health District

Pierce Conservation District Kitsap Conservation District



Closure Response Plan
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• Plan will look very similar to the one written for Burley Lagoon.

• Based on a template provided by WA DOH.

• Plan activities fall into 8 general categories:

1. Planning, coordination and reporting

2. Water quality monitoring

3. Addressing onsite septic system sources

4. Addressing agricultural sources

5. Addressing stormwater sources

6. Addressing point sources

7. Providing education and outreach

8. Controlling other sources (wildlife, unauthorized campsites, etc…)



Closure Response Plan
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Alena Reynolds
Nonpoint Water Quality Specialist

Washington State Department of Ecology



Closure Response Plan
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Cindy Callahan
Environmental Health Specialist

Tacoma-Pierce County Health Department



Poll Question #3

10/2/2020 21

Is your home on a septic system?



Closure Response Plan
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Paul Borne
Farm Resource Specialist

Pierce Conservation District



Poll Question #4

10/2/2020 23

Do you have livestock on your property?



Closure Response Plan
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Maureen Meehan
Water Quality Manager

Pierce County Surface Water Management



Questions?

Planning & Public Works
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Austin Jennings

Austin.Jennings@PierceCountyWa.gov | (253) 625-3714

mailto:Austin.Jennings@PierceCountyWa.gov


Useful Links
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• Pierce County Surface Water Quality Report Card:

• Based on a template provided by WA DOH.

• Plan activities fall into 8 general categories:

1. Planning, coordination and reporting

2. Water quality monitoring

3. Addressing onsite septic system sources

4. Addressing agricultural sources

5. Addressing stormwater sources

6. Addressing point sources

7. Providing education and outreach

8. Controlling other sources (wildlife, unauthorized campsites, etc…)
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KPHD Monitoring Data

Stations by Water Year
HG01 - Huge Creek MN01 - Minter Creek

2017-18 18-19 19-20 2017-18 18-19 19-20

October 60.0 20.0 10.0 30.0 10.0 4.0

November 70.0 4.0 10.0 80.0 20.0 20.0

December 40.0 10.0 4.0 4.0 4.0 30.0

January 20.0 10.0 210.0 120.0 40.0 50.0

February 4.0 4.0 20.0 20.0 30.0 30.0

March 90.0 4.0 4.0 10.0 20.0 40.0

April 4.0 10.0 70.0 40.0 10.0 50.0

May 4.0 20.0 170.0 50.0 10.0 10.0

June 40.0 4.0 80.0 230.0 80.0 20.0

July 4.0 270.0 110.0 4.0 90.0 320.0

August 10.0 70.0 40.0 20.0

September 10.0 80.0 30.0 4.0

1 Annual GMV 16.0 15.0 30.0 29.0 17.0 29.0

1 Dry Season GMV 9.0 41.0 114.0 35.0 22.0 40.0

1 Wet Season GMV 24.0 7.0 17.0 26.0 15.0 25.0
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